A bhikkhu cannot accept money, but can he accept a cheque or credit card? 
06/08.02

What is a cheque? The dictionary says:

cheque (special printed form on which one writes an) order to a bank to pay a sum of money from one's account to another person: write (sb)/sign a cheque for 50 ( Are you paying in cash or by cheque?
bank establishment for keeping money, valuables, etc safely, the money being paid out on the customer's order (by means of cheques) have money in the bank, ie have savings
(Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary Oxford University Press, Oxford: 1982)
To try to understand whether money other than cash is allowable, one may make some comparisons.

· What is an airline ticket?   (   A document that entitles the holder to use a particular airline to go from one specified place to another




specified place at a specified time on a specified day.

· Who issues airline tickets?   (   An airline.

· What is an airline's merchandise?   (   Air-transport.

· What do we get in exchange for an airline ticket?   (   Air-transport.

· Does an airline ticket in itself have any other value?   (   No.

· Is air-transport a requisite allowable to bhikkhus?   (   According to the great standards for the Vinaya, yes.

· Can the bhikkhu himself make use of the airline ticket?   (   Yes, since air-transport is a requisite allowable to bhikkhus, an airline



ticket too is a requisite allowable to bhikkhus, and a bhikkhu can make use of an allowable requisite.

· What is a postage stamp?   (   A document indicating that postage to the specified amount has been paid for.

· Who issues postage stamps?   (   The Post Office.

· What is the Post Office's merchandise?   (   Postage.

· What do we get in exchange for a postage stamp?   (   Postage.

· Does a postage stamp in itself have any other value?   (   No.

· Is postage a requisite allowable to bhikkhus?   (   According to the great standards for the Vinaya, yes.

· Can the bhikkhu himself make use of the stamp?   (   Yes, since postage is a requisite allowable to bhikkhus, a postage stamp too is a



requisite allowable to bhikkhus, and a bhikkhu can make use of an allowable requisite.

· What is a cheque?   (   A document ordering a bank to pay the specified sum of money to the specified payee.

· Who issues cheques?   (   The bank.

· What is a bank's merchandise?   (   Money.

· What do we get in exchange for a cheque?   (   Money.

· Does a cheque in itself have any value other than as an order for money?   (   No.

· Is money a requisite allowable to bhikkhus?   (   According to the Vinaya, money is a requisite unallowable to bhikkhus.

· Is a bhikkhu allowed to use money?   (   No, according to the Vinaya, a bhikkhu cannot use an unallowable requisite.

· Is a bhikkhu allowed to accept money for himself?   (   No, according to the Vinaya, a bhikkhu cannot accept an unallowable requisite.

· Is a bhikkhu allowed to accept money for others?   (   No, according to the Vinaya, a bhikkhu cannot accept an unallowable requisite.

· Is a bhikkhus allowed to accept money for the Saïgha?   (   No, the Saïgha comprises bhikkhus, and according to the Vinaya money is




an requisite unallowable to bhikkhus, and a bhikkhu cannot accept an unallowable requisite.

· Can the bhikkhu himself make use of the cheque?   (   No, since money is according to the Vinaya a requisite unallowed to bhikkhus, 



a cheque too is a requisite unallowed to bhikkhus, and a bhikkhu cannot make use of an unallowable requisite.

· Are the principles any different in the case of a sàmaõera?   (   No, a sàmaõera's tenth precept makes the principles the same 
for him.

· Are the principles any different in the case of money orders, credit cards etc.?   (   It is difficult to see how they could be.
· Does it require a sophistic analysis to understand that cheques etc. are as unallowable as cash?   (   No, it requires only rudimentary 


common sense, sense of shame and mindfulness.



