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Jotiya

#137  At the time the Buddha set up his order of Bhikkhu, there was in Indian

      society the widespread but groundless belief that woman is inferior to man.

      The position which the woman lost under the dominance of the Br�hmas had

      yet been retrieved.

      In the Manusmrti matrimony and obedience to the husband are the only means

       whereby a woman can hope to reach heaven.

       "Women have no sacrifices of their own to perform onor religious rites or

       observances to follow. Obedience to the husband alone would exalt the

       woman in heaven." (Manu. V. 153)

#138   Speaking of Buddhism and Jainism Altekar, A.S. (The Position of Women in hindu Civilization, p.208)

        unjustly says: 'Both these were ascetic religious, and they have devoted

        much attention to the duties and ideals of lay women. The founder and leaders of

        both these movements showed the indifference to , or comtnept of women, which i salmost universal among the

        advocates of the ascetic ideal.'

#141    The Buddha appears to have shown some reluctance to admit women into teh

         Order. When Mah�paj�pati Gatami requested the Buddha to consent to the entry

         of women into his Order he is said to have put her off three times, saying,

         'Do not be interested O, Gotami, about the entry of women into my Order.'

         ..

         In an atmosphere where women were considered a danger to spiritual life, their

         presence in the inner circle of religious life as members of the monastic

         community would have naturally called for serious comment.

#142    However, the Buddha concedes to anda that women ... are capable of

         attaining the higher fruits of religious life as far as Arahantship.

         【A.IV.276; Vin.II.254】The considerations which seem to lhave weighed heavy

         in the mind of the Buddha regarading the admiddion of women into the

         Order are concerned mor with the wider prolem of the monastic organizaton as

         a whole.

         Under the Eight-Rules-to-be-observed the Buddha granted women to enter the

         Order.

         1. A nun who has been ordained (even) for a century must greet respectfully,

            rise up from her seat, salute with joined palms, do proper homage to a

            monk ordained but that day.

         2. A nun must not spend the rains in a residence where there is no

            monk. (See Bhikkhuni P�c.56:VinIV.313)

         3. Every half-month a nun should desidre two things from the Ordre of

            monks: The asking (as to the date) of the Ovservance day, and the coming

            for the exhortaion. (See Bhikkhuni P�c.59:VinIV.315)

         4. After the rain a nun must 'invite' before both Orders in respect of

            three matters: what was seen, what was heard, what was suspected.

            (See Bhikkhuni P�c.57:VinIV.314)

         5. A nun, offending against an important rule, must undergo M�natta

            (discipline) for half a month before both Orders.

         6. When, as a probationer, she has trained in the six rules for two

            years, she should seek ordination from both Orders.

         7. A monk must not be abused or reviled in any way by a nun.

         8. From today admonition of monks by nuns is forbidden, admonition of

            nuns by monks is not frobidden.

#145    There seems to be a general agreement about the fact that the eight

        garudhammas were laid down by the Buddha as a condition governing the

        establishment of the BhikkhunI S�sana.  XXX

#146    The fifth accusation levelled against anda at the first First Council,

        that he agitated for the admission of women into the Order, is a clear

        indication that even after the recognized success of the Bhikkhun?        S�sana there was a section of the Bhikkhus who formed as it were a consolidated

        opposition against it......

