Introduction
The `Seventy Three Kinds of Knowledge’ appear as a Summary or Table of Contents (màttikà) in the first Treatise on ‘Knowledge’ (Ñàõa-kathà) of the Canonical book Pañisambhidà-magga (translated by Bhikkhu Ñàõamoëi as The Path of Discrimination, PTS ed. 1982), and are there subsequently explained. Meditative forest monks in Sri Lanka use to chant them as a Summary in their evening chanting (vandanà), as these tend to inspire them, since they describe at a glance the path Buddhas and disciples have to pass in order to attain any mundane or supramundane states. As these Knowledges are as a Summary very briefly stated, the present translation inserts occasionally explanations in square brackets and in Endnotes that may help the English reader. These explanations are based on Pañisambhidà-magga (abbreviated henceforth as Ps), its Commentary (PsA), the Visuddhi-magga (Vism) and its Commentary (Pm), and their references given are to PTS editions, except for Pm which is to the Burmese edition. Due to the limited scope of this booklet, however, these explanations focus on chief technical terms only. For elaborate explanations the reader is advised to refer to The Path of Discrimination itself, and to Visuddhi-magga (The Path of Purification).
