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[I. Supramundane Knowledge

55. Exhaustion of Mental Cankers (àsava-kkhaya)]

Catu-saññhiyà àkàrehi tiõõannaü indriyànaü vasã-bhàvatà pa¤¤à àsavànaü khaye ¤àõaü.
The wisdom gained by the mastery of the three [supramundane] faculties114 in sixty-four aspects115 is knowledge of the exhaustion of mental cankers [i.e. of the Path of Arahantship].116

114. I.e. `the faculty of (i) I-shall-come-to-know-the-unknown (ana¤- ¤àta¤'¤assàmã't'indriya), (ii) the Known (a¤¤'indriya), and (iii) Final-knower (a¤¤àtàv'indriya).' (Ps i.115)
`The first is called the `Faculty of I-shall-come-to-know-the-unknown' because it arises in the initial stage [of the Path of Stream-entry] in one who has entered on the way thus “I shall come to know the deathless state, or the Teaching (Dhamma) of the Four Noble Truths, not known to me”, and because it carries the meaning of faculty (i.e. mind-power). The second is called the `Faculty of the Known' because of knowing [the deathless state, etc.], and because it caries the meaning of faculty. The third is called the `Faculty of the Final-knower' because it arises in one who has exhausted the mental cankers, who possesses final knowledge, and whose task of getting to know the Four Truths is finished, and because it carries the meaning of faculty.' 

(Vism 491)

`The first faculty arises in one instance: in the Path of Stream-entry. The second arises in six instances: in the Fruition of Stream-entry, in the Path and Fruition of Once-return, in the Path and Fruition of Non-return, and in the Path of Arahantship. The third arises in one instance: in the Fruition of Arahantship.' (Ps i.115f)

115. The three supramundane faculties (see n. 114) do not arise unequipped or unaided. They are equipped in their corresponding eight instances of the Paths and Fruitions with eight mental faculties, namely, with the faith-, energy-, mindfulness-, concentration-, wisdom-, mind-, cognition-, gladness-, and life-faculty. (See Ps i.116)

Thus `these eight mental faculties amount to sixty four aspects of the three supramundane faculties when counted at each of the eight instances of the Paths and Fruitions [i.e. 8×8 = 64]. Moreover, the three supramundane faculties are fully mastered at the Fruition of Arahantship by the faculty of the Final-knower by means of these eight mental faculties in their eight aspects [of faith, etc.].' (PsA 37) 

116. About the four kinds of mental cankers (àsavas) of sensual-pleasure, existence, wrong views, and ignorance that are gradually exhausted by the Paths and Fruitions of Stream-entry, etc. see n. 52. 

Here, however, `only the Knowledge of the Path of Arahantship (arahatta-magga-¤àõa) is called the Knowledge of the Exhaustion of Cankers (àsava-kkhaya-¤àõa) because it exhausts the cankers leaving none of them. Hence it is only the Arahant who is called khãõ'àsava (One whose cankers are exhausted).' (PsA 263)


[56-59. The Truths (sacca)117
56. Suffering (dukkha)]

Pari¤¤aññhe pa¤¤à dukkhe ¤àõaü.
The wisdom gained by fully understanding [the fourfold nature of suffering118] is knowledge of suffering.
[57. Origin (samudaya)]

Pahànaññhe pa¤¤à samudaye ¤àõaü.
The wisdom gained by abandoning [the fourfold nature of suffering's origin119] is knowledge of [its] origin.
[58. Cessation (nirodha)]

Sacchikiriyaññhe pa¤¤à nirodhe ¤àõaü.
The wisdom gained by realizing [the fourfold nature of suffering's cessation120] is knowledge of [its] cessation.
[59. The Path (magga)]

Bhàvanaññhe pa¤¤à magge ¤àõaü.
The wisdom gained by developing [the fourfold nature of the path121] is knowledge of the path.

117. `The four knowledges of the Four Truths [Nos. 56-59] are shown next to the Knowledge of the Exhaustion of Cankers [No. 55] in order to point out each Path-comprehension (ekàbhisamaya) by each Path-knowledge (magga-¤àõa) that is related to the Path-knowledge of Arahantship which is called Knowledge of the Exhaustion of Cankers.' 

(PsA 38) 

118. I.e. fully understanding its fourfold nature of: `oppressing (pãlana), being formed (saïkhata), burning (santàpa), and change (vipariõàma).' (Ps i.118)

119. I.e. abandoning its fourfold nature of: `accumulating (àyuhana), source (nidàna), bondage (sa¤¤oga), and impediment (paëibodha).

 (ibid.)

120. I.e. realizing its fourfold nature of: `escape (nissaraõa), seclusion (viveka), not being formed (asaïkhata), and deathlessness (amata).

 (ibid.)

121. I.e. developing its fourfold nature of: `niyyàna (leading out [of formations]), hetu (cause [for reaching Nibbàna]), dassana (seeing [Nibbàna]), and àdhipateyya (predominance).' (ibid.; PsA 67)

The order of the Truths is here as taught by The Buddha in His discources. `The truth of suffering is given first since it is easy to understand  because of  its  grossness  and because  it is common to all living 
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