What Does It Mean When a Person Starts to Have Goose Pimples When He/She is Chanting? 
08/07.02

Goose-pimples arise owing to internal or external changes in temperature. Internal changes are for physical or mental reasons. The mental ones are emotions: fear, anger, excitement, delight etc. During chanting they could be:

· Delight in the sound.

· Delight in the meaning.

· Delight in the sound and the meaning.

· Delight in the purity of the chanting and the occasion: it is in stark contrast to the disturbance of everyday life.

· Shame because the purity of the chanting reminds one that one has done something improper. 

· Joy because the purity of the chanting reminds one that one has not done anything improper. 

· A combination or other reasons.

Faith may increase with goose-pimples, so may conceit: one may think one is very special and pure. 

The suttas have many cases of people getting goose-pimples. For example, once, during a ploughing ceremony, a Brahmin was giving food to his workers, and The Buddha stopped there while on pindapàta. The Brahmin told The Buddha that he ploughed, sowed, harvested and then ate, and that The Buddha should do the same. Then The Buddha explained His ploughing, sowing etc., and the Brahmin offered Him a whole bowl of milk-rice. But The Buddha explained He could not eat food that had been `sung' over. So the Brahmin threw the milk-rice into some water, and The Buddha made it hiss, give off steam etc. like a ploughshare that has been heated by work all day. The Brahmin's hairs stood on end (lomahaññajàto: hairs of the body (loma) of joy (hañña) sprung up (jàto) = he got goose-pimples) and he rushed back to The Buddha to prostrate himself and declare his newfound faith. (Sa§yutta Nikàya.I.VII.ii.1 `Kasi Bhàradvàja Sutta')
Another example is once when the Buddha explained the powers and understanding of a Buddha. At the end, the bhikkhu who was standing behind Him fanning Him said: It is wonderful, Venerable Sir, it is amazing! As I listened to this Dhamma discourse, the hairs on my body stood up (lomaha§sana​pariyàya = goose-pimples). Venerable Sir, what is the name of this Dhamma discourse? The Buddha answered: You may remember this Dhamma discourse as the `Hair-Raising Discourse'. (Majjhima Nikàya.I.ii.1 `Mahàsãhanàda Sutta') (`Great Lion's Roar Sutta' <we could also call it the `Goose-Pimple Discourse'>)
What is the Suitable Attire (Dress Code) for a Devotee Who Comes to the Temple? 

When going to their temple, many Buddhist devotees do as the Muslims, Christians etc., and dress modestly. Below are guidelines from some Thai temples in cold and hot countries. 

Appropriate Dress (From `Discipline and Conventions of Theravada Buddhist Renunciate Communities' for Thai monasteries in USA, UK, Australia, N.Zealand etc.)
When visiting or staying as a guest at monasteries, it is suitable for both men and women always to be modestly dressed. Loose, comfortable clothing is recommended. T-shirts, long sleeved tops, long trousers and suitably long skirts are all appropriate clothing for wearing in the monastery. Even in warm weather, shorts are not suitable. 

New Zealand: Bodhinyanarama Monastery

Take special care to dress and act with modesty (seventh precept). 

Auckland Vihara Suggested Practice

Clothes should not be too revealing such as shorts, miniskirt, low-cut or sleeveless garments. 

When visiting a Wat or temple, it is good to be mindful about the type of clothing one wears -- just as when going to a church or sacred building of any kind.

A Thai Wat in Australia

Dress for both men and women should be modest and unrevealing, and excessive ornamentation should be avoided. 

Laywomen especially should pay attention to what they wear, avoiding things like sheer fabrics; low necklines; sleeveless tops. Serious practitioners will consider not wearing perfume, make-up or jewellery as well. 

Is it against the Precepts for a Buddhist Soldier to Kill in War? 

One is not a Buddhist because of one's birth, nationality, family etc. but because of one's kamma. A Buddhist is someone who has taken refuge in The Buddha, Dhamma and Saïgha, and who observes minimum the five precepts. When one of the five precepts is broken, one is no longer a `Buddhist', until one has again taken the five precepts. 
The first precept is: `I undertake the training precept to abstain from taking life'. It is not: `I undertake the training precept to abstain from taking life, except when this, that and the other.' Why? Because to kill is motivated by hatred and delusion, and is always akusala. Killing cannot be kusala. This is the law of kamma. 

The Buddha explains the law of kamma to the young Brahmin student, Subha: Here, student, some man or woman kills living beings and is murderous, bloody-handed, given to blows and violence, merciless to living beings. Because of performing and undertaking such action he reappears in a state of deprivation, in an unhappy destination, in perdition, even in hell. But if he does not reappear in a state of deprivation, in an unhappy destination, in perdition, in hell, but instead comes back to the human state [because of other kusala kamma], then wherever he is reborn, he is short-lived [and will probably then be reborn in hell or as an animal etc.] (Majjhima Nikàya.III.iv.5 `Cåëakammavibhanga Sutta' (`Small Kamma Analysis Sutta'))

The five precepts help us not get reborn in hell etc. Breaking them helps us get reborn in hell etc. Hence, The Buddha explains to the soldier Yodhàjiva what happens when a soldier dies in battle: When a soldier is one who strives and exerts himself in battle, his mind is already low, depraved, misdirected by the thought: `Let these beings be slain, slaughtered, annihilated, destroyed, or exterminated!' If others then slay him and finish him off while he is striving and exerting himself in battle he is reborn in the `Slain in Battle Hell'. And The Buddha explains that, if the soldier thinks it heroic to die in battle, he will be reborn as an animal, or in a worse hell, because of wrong view. (Sa§yutta Nikàya.IV.VIII.3`Yodhàjiva Sutta')
As we can see, the law of kamma does not respect patriotism and other abstractions. 

Why is there war? Please see The Buddha's explanation analysed in `Modern Aspects of Sensuality' in Modern Dhamma, published by Balik Pulau Buddhist Hermitage. A good little book to read is Violence and Disruption in Society, by Elizabeth J. Harris (Wheel Publication No. 392/393) Buddhist Publication Society.

A bhikkhu cannot accept money, but can he accept a cheque or credit card? 
06/08.02

What is a cheque? The dictionary says:

cheque (special printed form on which one writes an) order to a bank to pay a sum of money from one's account to another person: write (sb)/sign a cheque for 50 ( Are you paying in cash or by cheque?
bank establishment for keeping money, valuables, etc safely, the money being paid out on the customer's order (by means of cheques) have money in the bank, ie have savings
(Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary Oxford University Press, Oxford: 1982)
To try to understand whether money other than cash is allowable, one may make some comparisons.

· What is an airline ticket?   (   A document that entitles the holder to use a particular airline to go from one specified place to another




specified place at a specified time on a specified day.

· Who issues airline tickets?   (   An airline.

· What is an airline's merchandise?   (   Air-transport.

· What do we get in exchange for an airline ticket?   (   Air-transport.

· Does an airline ticket in itself have any other value?   (   No.

· Is air-transport a requisite allowable to bhikkhus?   (   According to the great standards for the Vinaya, yes.

· Can the bhikkhu himself make use of the airline ticket?   (   Yes, since air-transport is a requisite allowable to bhikkhus, an airline



ticket too is a requisite allowable to bhikkhus, and a bhikkhu can make use of an allowable requisite.

· What is a postage stamp?   (   A document indicating that postage to the specified amount has been paid for.

· Who issues postage stamps?   (   The Post Office.

· What is the Post Office's merchandise?   (   Postage.

· What do we get in exchange for a postage stamp?   (   Postage.

· Does a postage stamp in itself have any other value?   (   No.

· Is postage a requisite allowable to bhikkhus?   (   According to the great standards for the Vinaya, yes.

· Can the bhikkhu himself make use of the stamp?   (   Yes, since postage is a requisite allowable to bhikkhus, a postage stamp too is a



requisite allowable to bhikkhus, and a bhikkhu can make use of an allowable requisite.

· What is a cheque?   (   A document ordering a bank to pay the specified sum of money to the specified payee.

· Who issues cheques?   (   The bank.

· What is a bank's merchandise?   (   Money.

· What do we get in exchange for a cheque?   (   Money.

· Does a cheque in itself have any value other than as an order for money?   (   No.

· Is money a requisite allowable to bhikkhus?   (   According to the Vinaya, money is a requisite unallowable to bhikkhus.

· Is a bhikkhu allowed to use money?   (   No, according to the Vinaya, a bhikkhu cannot use an unallowable requisite.

· Is a bhikkhu allowed to accept money for himself?   (   No, according to the Vinaya, a bhikkhu cannot accept an unallowable requisite.

· Is a bhikkhu allowed to accept money for others?   (   No, according to the Vinaya, a bhikkhu cannot accept an unallowable requisite.

· Is a bhikkhus allowed to accept money for the Saïgha?   (   No, the Saïgha comprises bhikkhus, and according to the Vinaya money is




an requisite unallowable to bhikkhus, and a bhikkhu cannot accept an unallowable requisite.

· Can the bhikkhu himself make use of the cheque?   (   No, since money is according to the Vinaya a requisite unallowed to bhikkhus, 



a cheque too is a requisite unallowed to bhikkhus, and a bhikkhu cannot make use of an unallowable requisite.

· Are the principles any different in the case of a sàmaõera?   (   No, a sàmaõera's tenth precept makes the principles the same 
for him.

· Are the principles any different in the case of money orders, credit cards etc.?   (   It is difficult to see how they could be.
· Does it require a sophistic analysis to understand that cheques etc. are as unallowable as cash?   (   No, it requires only rudimentary 


common sense, sense of shame and mindfulness.
