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A Brief Biography of the Most Ven. Kaóavedduve Shrã Jinawaüsa Mahà Thera


A Brief Biography of the

 Most Ven. Ràjakãya Paõóita 

Kaóavedduve Shrã Jinawaüsa Mahà Thera

The Most Venerable Ràjakãya Paõóita Kaóavedduve Shrã Jinawaüsa Mahà Thera was born on the  1st April 1907. He received the Going-forth (Pabbajjà) as a novice on the 31st March 1920 and then took Higher-ordination (Upasampadà) with the Shrã Ràma¤¤a Mahà Nikàya on 3rd July 1927. In 1945 he was awarded the Paõóita Upàdi Þ a title given to those who have passed the highest examination in Pàli Language Studies, by the Government of Sri Lanka.                                                                                                                             [image: image1.png]




While he was the Principal of the Tebuwana Granthakara  Pirivena ( a Pirivena is a place where novices and young monks receive an education), which had been passed down to him from his own teacher, he felt that the practice (pañipatti) side of Buddhism was on the decline and so decided to try and do something about it. Giving up the post as Principal and all rights to the Pirivena (it being not uncommon, in that tradition, for monks to legally own temples and monasteries) he left, with the noble intention of helping the Buddha's dispensation (sàsana), and travelled to all corners of the Island (of Sri Lanka) seeking others who would be willing to join the cause. This culminated in his founding of the Shrã Kalyàõã Yogàshrama Saüsthà, which is an independent branch of the Shrã Ràma¤¤a Mahà Nikàya (which is one of the three main sects in Sri Lanka, the other two being the Amarapura Nikàya and the Siam Nikàya), on the 18th  June 1951 at Galduwa, in the south.


The Shrã Kalyàõã Yogàshrama Saüsthà is noted for its strict discipline and thus attracts the more sincere practitioners of the Dhamma. The number of branch monasteries is now well over one hundred, with most situated in areas outside of  villages or towns. Both the study and practice are encouraged, though the degree as to which aspect receives greater emphasis is largely dependent on the senior incumbent, in each monastery.


He received the responsible position of Preceptor (Upajjhàya) in 1970, though he would have accepted the position earlier had it not been for the fact that more senior monks than him had also joined the Saüsthà. Each year many, including a few foreigners, take the Going-forth and Higher-ordination under him. 


Last year, on the 18th June 2001, marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Saüthà. The founder, the Most Venerable Ràjakãya Paõóita Kaóavedduve  Shrã  Jinawaüsa  Mahà Thera, now almost ninety five years old, although a little frail, is otherwise still in good health and living, happily, in accordance with the Dhamma.
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