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A human being has six sense-faculties, i.e. the eye (cakkhu), ear (sota), nose (ghana), tongue (jivha), body (kaya), and the mind (mano). In general, they are called the six internal bases' (cha ajjhattikani ayatanani, D.1.243) or 'the six bases' (salayatana). They are total human physical and mental components.

These six sense-faculties are sometimes abridged into four divisions as follows :

1.
 ditta (seen): by sense-faculty of the eye (cakkhu).

2. 
suta (heard): by sense-faculty of the ear (sota)

3. 
muta (sensed): by sense-faculties of the nose (ghana), tongue (jivha), and the body (kaya).

4. 
vinnata (cognized): by sense-faculty of the mind (mano)

In Buddhism it is true that mind (mano) is the most important sense-faculty which controls and manages the other five sense-faculties (Dhp.1). And the first five sense-faculties have mind as their resort and mind experiences their fields and domains (M.1.295). On the contrary, what will happen to one who has lost the eye? or the ear? 'Seeing' through the eye and 'hearing' through the ear are very important and they are prominent sense-faculties (dassananuttariyam savananuttariyam, D.iii 250. cf. D.3.281). One who has lost his eyes is called the blind and he cannot see visual forms. One who has lost his ear is called the deaf and he cannot hear auditory sounds. Both of them belong to the thirty-two categories of people to whom permission is not given to enter the Buddhist Sangha (Vin.1.91). Another controversial issue is that, according to the Itivuttaka (p.52), the physical eye (mamsacakkhu) is a necessary condition for the divine eye (dibbacakkhu). It one cannot nealige Nibbana without dibbacakkhu dives then mean that a blind cannot attain nibbana?
