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‘‘To many, cultural revivalism involved an anti-Western and traditionalist stance. This indigenous emphasis was not confined to those individuals who are typically identified with the religio-cultural strand of nationalism. Apart from numerous adherents from among the local elite, revivalism appears to have attracted a significant following within the national elite. Several of those who were to take a leading part in the constitutional agitation of subsequent decades seem to have been influenced, in some degree, by this cultural awakening. Though continuing to adhere to a Westernised life style, they showd a keen interest in Sinhalese and Tamil culturel and in Ceylon's past history. They extolled the spiritualisms of the East and reviled the materialism of the      West. They also excoriated the prevalent tendencies towards a blind imitation of the west.’’

Roberts, Michael, 1977. Documents of the Ceylon National Congress and Nationalist Politics in Ceylon 1929-1950, Vol. I. Colombo: Department of National Archives. Introduction, pp.xc.

In the above statement on the impact of cultural revivalism of the 19th and early 20th century Sri Lanka Michael Roberts has analysed the significance of the revivalist Movement in the context of the wider nationalist movement of Sri Lanka. Of the activities connected with revlivalism the establishment of educational institutions played a vital role. The establishment of women's schools are of specific importance particularly in view of the subsequent influence it had on society.

In this  paper it is attempted to cover the following aspects in relation to the establishment of women's educational institutions. a) the social-economic and political background  b) the establishment of these institutions c) an assessment of the contribution of these institutions to society and in particular to Sri Lankan nationalism.
