	

December 31, 2004
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Dear Friends,
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I know you share the horrendous grief I feel for the victims of the tsunami, and for my beloved Sri Lanka with its staggering death toll (over 25,000) and some 1.5 million without shelter, water, food.  The southwestern coastal area, so heavily damaged, was my home.  You also share, I know, my fears for further tragedy, death by hunger and epidemics of cholera, if quick access is not found and help not made available to vast numbers in the devastated areas.  In this truly unimaginable crisis our thoughts and prayers are with our brothers and sisters of Sarvodaya, the village-based movement which, as a unique model of Dharma-in-action, has so inspired my life--and yours, too, through the work we share.
Sarvodaya is now playing a role that is equally inspiring--and irreplaceable.  Within an hour after the disaster struck, Dr. Ariyaratne and his colleagues met to galvanize massive relief actions, to engage the Movement's many thousands of village volunteers, and applying their experience setting up and sustaining refugee camps in Sri Lanka's long civil war.  Sarvodayans are now at work, round the clock.  The big international organizations flying in tons of supplies need Sarvodaya’s help to organize distribution and the survivors themselves.  Yet Sarvodaya itself, is mainly a volunteer organization, strapped for cash, and now it needs money from us to do the massive job which it uniquely can do.
Please join me in helping them.  It's easy to do as I show below, and it will feed your heart.  Give what you can.  Though this has been sabbath year for me with little income, Fran and I have just sent $2000 and hope to do more later.   
You can make a tax-deductible donation to Sarvodaya online by credit card at:
www.sarvodaya.org/, or

www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/english/help/donateToSarvodaya.asp
To donate via mail within the USA, please send a tax-deductible check made out to:
Sarvodaya USA
5716 Manchester Avenue #3
Los Angeles, CA 90045

Please note that the check is for the Tsunami disaster and sent via NP.
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To donate to Sarvodaya directly in Sri Lanka using a wire transfer here is the information you will need for foreign remittance:
Sarvodaya, Inc.
Acct. No 159000 8015
Commercial Bank of Ceylon Limited - Moratuwa branch
Swift Code CCEYLKLX
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For current info on its response to the tsunami, look at Sarvodaya's website, www.sarvodaya.org. 
Here, in addition, are excerpts of three letters…
Charika Marashinghe, life-long volunteer at Sarvodaya headquarters
We all are still trying to come to terms with the unimaginable loss caused to many thousands of human lives!! These are moments to reflect deep on spirituality and contemplate on the impermanance of all worldly things. The magnititude of the destruction is beyond comprehension. Sarvodaya has launched a massive disaster relief campaign.
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From Sharif Abdullah, founder of Commonway and U.S. colleague of Sarvodaya:
As you may know, while the international donor organizations provide much-needed material assistance, they rely on organizations like Sarvodaya to actually distribute this aid to the people who need it.  The list of organizations that rely on Sarvodaya’s thousands of volunteers reads like a who’s who of the development world.  I have seen Sarvodaya workers distributing aid from UNICEF to poor villagers in a village that the Sri Lankan government didn’t even know existed.  And, most importantly, Sarvodaya delivers assistance in Sinhalese, Tamil, Muslim and Christian communities.  (US government assistance will NOT aid those millions of Sri Lankan Tamils who reside in areas controlled by the Tamil Tigers.  The US government forbids all contact with the Tamil Tigers, although they are a legally recognized organization in Sri Lanka.  Sarvodaya’s assistance is not restricted by the short-sighted politics of exclusivity.)

From Dominie Cappadonna, environmental teacher and colleague in the Work That Reconnects:
You may have seen a CNN report on December 29 that singled out the efforts of Sarvodaya, the group that we had recommended for your contributions.  Dr. Sanjay Gupta, reporting from Sri Lanka, identified Sarvodaya as a group that could "...deliver the right supplies to the right places" because  "...it has the most boots on the ground."  He was making the point that the needs of the victims differ from province to province, village to village, and only a local group with the reach of Sarvodaya can properly redistribute supplies from the international agencies.
In solidarity and love,
Joanna
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