
Before the ritual:

· Have five copies of the globalization history ready.

· Identify four volunteers to read the four parts of the globalization history (See Notes).

· Arrange a meeting space that will permit the group to sit in a circle.

· Have a drum available.

· Prepare a flip chart page of global economy acronyms (WTO=…GATT=…,etc.)

Instructions and Facilitation

1. As people gather, ask the volunteer readers to space themselves around the circle, clockwise from your position, in alphabetical order of their assigned reading. 

2. Welcome participants and provide a brief overview of what will happen: statement of intention, preparing to participate, dedication of the ritual, several rounds of readings, time for participant responses, and reflection on the experience.

3. State the intention of the ritual (or exercise):

· to offer information about the WTO and corporate globalization,

· to reflect on how this economic structure affects Earth and all our relations, and

· to support the positive disintegration of the industrial growth society.

4. Ask people to count off by 4s (including the readers).  Tell them that they will be listening to the information they are about to hear from two perspectives, both at the same time: First, they will be listening as themselves—as Shambhala Warriors (or, if more appropriate, as those who bring both wisdom about what is happening in our world, and compassion for all of life).

Additionally, by the power of their imaginations, participants will be listening from another perspective, as follows: 

· Numbers “1” will listen from the perspective of a person in the 2/3 world;

· Numbers “2” will listen from the perspective of an “other than human” being; 

· Numbers “3” will listen from the perspective of a future human being;

· Numbers “4” will listen from the perspective of the decision makers in government, corporations and trade organizations.

Hold a brief silence in which participants settle into their dual listening perspectives. 

5. Dedicate the ritual (for example, to the healing of our own hearts and to the healing of our world).

6. Following a single drum beat, the readings begin.

7. After each second round of readings, beat the drum three times, followed by a pause of a few seconds before the next reading.  Following the last reading, sound three drum beats.

8. For the first round of responses to what has been read, invite participants to speak from perspectives 1-4, renaming them as you do, and asking them to speak in the voice of that perspective.  (Note: if the group is large, invite a number of responses from each perspective, in numerical order, to insure that each is heard.)

9. Invite a collective sounding (any sound) of unspoken or unexpressed feelings, and to release the identity of the numbered perspectives.

10. After a brief silence, invite reflections from the Shambhala Warrior (or “wise, compassionate”) perspective, as time allows.

11. If strong, unfinished feelings are evident, it is helpful to form small groups for further processing and reflection.

Notes:

1. About the readers: a) Try to select readers who represent the ethnic, age, and gender make-up of the participants.  b) Identify the readers by the letters A,B,C, & D, corresponding with the readings.  c) Ask them to read clearly, without inflection, and allowing 2-3 seconds between readings.  Note that three drum beats will occur at the end of every other “round” of readings, again followed by 2-3 seconds before reading continues.

2. About timing: In total, the ritual usually requires a minimum of one hour.  An hour and fifteen minutes is ideal.  The timing might look as follows:

· Call together and get settled – 5 minutes

· Introduction/overview – 5 minutes

· Dedication through readings – 15-20 minutes

· First round of responses – 15-20 minutes

· Second round of reflection – 15-20 minutes

3. If participants are familiar with the “breathing through” practice, remind them that it may be helpful to them if strong feelings arise during the readings.  (Participants may also be given permission to express emerging feelings by making sounds as they listen.)

4. Wherever it is appropriate, acknowledge that the globalization history was inspired by and adapted from Chellis Glendenning’s Off the Map, with additions and updates.

5. Following the last assigned reading and before the final drum beats (step 7), the facilitator may wish to add brief new information that was not included in the readings (using the same form as the readings).

6. If this ritual is done in a workshop that includes despair work, it is best to do the ritual before the despair work.

A.1  1886 - The U.S. Supreme Court rules that a corporation has the legal standing of a person, giving it many of the protections guaranteed under the Bill of Rights.

B.1  July 1944 - Modern globalization is born at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire.  The world's leading economists, politicians, bankers and corporate leaders meet to decide what to do following the devastation of World War II.  The World Bank and International Monetary Fund are established to facilitate the expansion of corporate capitalism worldwide.


C.1  1946 - Television is launched.

1947 - AT & T scientists invent the transistor.


D.1  1949 - U.S. President Harry Truman pronounces that self-sustaining peoples are "underdeveloped," and that industrialized northern nations are "developed."

The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund begin operations, offering economic growth modeled after industrialized nations.  They extend money to underdeveloped and newly decolonized governments so they can prepare to participate in the global economy.


A.2  1952 - U.S. consumers spend $16 billion on television sets.

1953 - In Tokyo, a struggling research company housed in a shack buys an AT & T license to make transistors.  The company is called Sony.

The landscape of genetic inheritance is discovered in DNA.


B.2  1964 – The U.S. launches all-out war on North Vietnam to bring the country into the global economy.


C.2  1971 - Sony expands operations beyond national borders, and opens the first Japanese electronics plant in the U.S.

Intel Corporation designs the 4004 microprocessor, a circuit of thousands of transistors on a tiny fleck of silicon.


D.2  1972 - The U.S. ends the gold standard, and banks and corporations can now move money to and from worldwide operations with a phone call.  They are able to move their operations anywhere in the world.


A.3  1972 - Underdeveloped countries are unable to repay loans.  The World Bank imposes austerity programs that cut wages, and eliminate aid to displaced, unemployed or starving people.  Local currencies are devalued, inviting investment by transnational corporations.


B.3  1973 - Biologists discover that a dividing cell injected with genes from another cell reproduces endless copies of the foreign genetic material.


C.3  1974 - Diners Club invents the credit card.


D.3  1980 - Corporate ownership of the genetic maps of living organisms becomes possible, as the U.S. Supreme Court awards patent rights for bacteria to General Electric.


A.4  1981 - Hewlett-Packard produces the superchip.  It can multiply two 32-bit numbers in 1.8 millionths of a second.


B.4  1982 - Mexico is deeply in debt, and agrees to World Bank austerity programs.  Already factories cluster along its border with the U.S. to take advantage of wages that are 1/10 of those in the U.S., nonexistent environmental laws, and corporate-friendly tax laws.  Now border factories quadruple.  Local businesses fold and poverty skyrockets. 

The carcinogenic industrial solvent xylene occurs in Mexican drinking water at 50,000 times the level permitted in the U.S.


C.4  1986 - The Uruguay round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade begins in secret meetings of bankers, executives and government leaders.


D.4  1988 - McDonald's sets up franchises in Moscow.

The Mexican government is desperately in debt and breaks up its traditional cooperatively owned farms and signs all rights to corn production to U.S. corporations.

The genetic map of an animal may now be owned, engineered, and sold, as Du Pont wins a patent for its "Harvard Mouse," which is predisposed to cancer because it is injected with human genes.


A.5  1989 - McDonald's opens in Prague and East Berlin.

Forty-seven of the top 100 economies of the world are not nations, but transnational corporations.


B.5  1990 - In Mexico, 75% of the people now live in poverty.  40% of all beans are now imported.  Children in the streets of Mexico City beg so they can buy Frito-Lay corn chips.


C.5  1991 – McDonalds feeds 22 million people each day.

Systemix, Inc. wins the right to patent human bone marrow.

British-owned Pillsbury moves its Green Giant broccoli and cauliflower operations from California, where workers are paid $9 per hour, to Mexico, where they receive $4.28 per day.

It is reported that 37,000 family-run shops throughout Europe will be replaced by 300 corporate supermarkets.


D.5  1992 - A U.S. child witnesses 100,000 acts of violence on television by the end of elementary school.

Wal-Mart opens a new store every 3 days.  Its yearly revenues are greater than all of Indonesia.

Peasants in India become criminals because they use the twigs and leaves of the sacred Neem tree.  500,000 farmers and their families march to Bangalore to protest the patenting and corporate ownership of their ancestral plants.


A.6  1994 - The North American Free Trade Agreement goes into effect.

1994 - The Mexican economy collapses.  The Mexican economy is propped up.

The Zapatista National Liberation Army seizes the main cities of Chiapas province, demanding democracy, the return of stolen lands, and full rights for land-based peoples.


B.6  1995 - The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade becomes the economic law of the world, as the World Trade Organization begins operating.  Transnational corporations now have the right to override environmental protection, worker-safety regulation, human-rights laws, or government subsidies if they are judged as barriers to trade.


C.6  1995 - Indonesian workers get 15 cents per hour to assemble athletic shoes that cost Nike $5.60 to manufacture.  The shoes sell for $135.  The company makes $800 million per year.


D.6  1995 - 75 million people throughout the world are forced by poverty to leave their native land in search of work.


A.7  1995/1996 - Boeing/McDonald Douglas spent $1.3 billion lobbying the U.S. Congress to support NATO enlargement.  The company received $7.8 billions in foreign military sales contracts.


B.7  1996 - Because of a WTO ruling, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is forced to re-write its standards to allow dirtier gasoline to be imported and sold.

Two grain corporations, Cargill and Continental, buy wheat from farmers in India for $60 - $100 per ton and sell it for $230 - $240 per ton.  U.S. farmers are paid near-1960 prices for corn.


C.7  1997 - The Asian economy collapses.  Thailand, South Korea and Indonesia go bankrupt.

D.7  1998 - Riots erupt in Indonesia.  World financial markets plunge.

The WTO rules that U.S. laws created to protect endangered sea turtles violate WTO regulations.


A.8  1998 - The world's top ten manufacturers sold arms worth over $86 billion — approximately the income of all of Colombia's 38 million people.  The combined profits of these companies exceeded the income of 60 million people living in Ethiopia.


B.8  1998 - A new study reports that humans have destroyed more than 30 per cent of the natural world since 1970, including serious depletion of forest, freshwater, and marine systems.


C.8  1999 - U.S. chief executive officers are paid, on average, 419 times more than line workers.

Twenty percent of the U.S. population owns 84.6 % of the country's wealth.

A new millionaire is created every 30 seconds in the Silicon Valley of California.  25% of the professional work force in Silicon Valley cannot afford to live there, and some are homeless.

The top 200 corporations in the world employ one-half of one percent of the global work force. They control 70% of world trade.


D.8  1999 - Because of a successful U.S. challenge before the WTO, Japanese citizens must now accept fruit and other products that contain higher levels of pesticide residue than their own public opinion and national legislation consider safe.

Thousands of people gather in Seattle to protest the next round of WTO negotiations.  Police use pepper spray and rubber bullets on peaceful demonstrators.


A.9  2000 - The U.S. House of Representatives approves most favored nation status for China to make it possible for the country to enter the WTO. China has a history of human rights violations and worker oppression.

2000 - Thousands protest the economic policies of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, key partners of the WTO.

Police forces in Philadelphia and Los Angeles arrest demonstrators and confiscate giant puppets at the national conventions of the Republican and Democratic parties.

B.9  2000 - In Denton, Texas, a new copper smelter near the Trinity River has to meet only Mexican air quality standards because of NAFTA.

The WTO rules against Canada’s drug patent rules, which were designed to permit quick turnover from corporate ownership to generic production in order to reduce pharmaceutical costs.


C.9  2000 - Workers in Taiwanese-owned factories in Nicaragua earn about 20 cents for making blue jeans that sell in Kohl’s, Wal-Mart and Army and Air Force Exchange Service stores for around $30.


D.9  2000 - A nine-nation study reveals that people born after 1945 are ten times more likely to experience depression than people born earlier.  

The World Health Organization projects that by 2020 depression will be the second most debilitating disease in the industrialized world.


A.10  2001 - The new Bush administration proposes drilling for oil in the Alaska National Wildlife Reserve that would fuel the U.S. economy for an estimated two months.

Government leaders and trade representatives meet in Montreal to consider the Free Trade Area of the Americas without releasing a copy of the draft agreement to members of Congress or the general public.


B.10  August 2001 - The U.S. government grants a patent for "Texmati" rice to a U.S. corporation, which includes the right to claim that it is superior to Basmati rice, grown in India for generations.

Organically grown grains in the U.S. now contain trace amounts of genetically modified organisms because of the genetically altered pollen that drifts onto the crop from neighboring fields.


C.10 - September 11, 2001 – New York City... Washington, D.C. ... Pennsylvania... 

September 2001— From a cave hide-out in the mountains of Afghanistan, the fundamentalist Islamic organization Al Qaeda demands that the U.S. stop dominating the Arab world for oil profits.


D.10  November 2001 - The UN Human Development Report states that in 1999 the world's governments spent an estimated $650 billion on the military — 14 times greater than the amount needed to eradicate absolute poverty worldwide.

A.11  December 2001 – The U.S. government awards $400 billion in contracts to two corporations for new fighter-bombers.


B.11  2002 – K-Mart declares bankruptcy.  Wal-Mart becomes the largest retail corporation in the world.

Fidel Castro reports in a speech that the assets of the three richest people in the world are equal to those of the 48 poorest countries.

Following the U.S. bombing of Afghanistan, the Afghan government, Unocal and other corporations agree to begin construction of an oil pipeline across Afghanistan.





_______________________
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