	The Five Pairs of Short And Long Vowels

	
	
	Short
	↦↤
	
	
	Long
	

	1.
	ɪ
	
	
	
	i:
	
	

	
	
	shit
	/ʃɪt/
	☠
	
	sheet
	/ʃi:t/

	
	
	piss
	/pɪs/
	☠
	
	piece
	/pi:s/

	
	
	sit
	/sɪt/
	
	
	seat
	/si:t/

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	ɒ
	
	
	
	ɔ:
	
	

	
	
	shot
	/ʃɒt/
	
	
	short
	/ʃɔ:t

	
	
	tot
	/tɒt/
	
	
	taught
	/tɔ:t/

	
	
	wok
	/wɒk/
	
	
	walk
	/wɔ:k/

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	ʊ
	
	
	
	u:
	
	

	
	
	foot
	/fʊt/
	
	
	food
	/fu:d/

	
	
	full
	/fʊl/
	
	
	fool
	/fu:l/

	
	
	pull
	/pʊl/
	
	
	pool
	/pu:l/

	
	
	to
	/tʊ/
	
	
	too
	/tu:/

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	ə
	
	
	
	ɜ:
	
	

	
	
	for
	/fə(r)/
	
	
	fur
	/fɜ:(r)/

	
	
	are
	/ə(r),ɑ:(r)/
	
	
	err
	/ɜ:(r)/

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	ʌ
	
	
	
	ɑ:
	
	

	
	
	cut
	/kʌt/
	
	
	cart
	/kɑ:t/

	
	
	duck
	/dʌk/
	
	
	dark
	/dɑ:k/

	
	
	
	
	☠
	
	can’t
	/kɑ:nt/

	
	
	
	
	
	
	(cannot
	/’kænɒt/)


More Examples

	
	Short
	
	
	L  o  n  g

	pill
	/pɪl/
	
	peel
	/pi:l/

	fill
	/fɪl/
	
	feel
	/fi:l/

	fit
	/fɪt/
	
	feet,feat
	/fi:t/

	fist
	/fɪst/
	
	feast
	/fi:st/

	bid
	/bɪd/
	
	bead
	/bi:d/

	bit
	/bɪt/
	
	beat
	/bi:t/

	bin
	/bin/
	
	bean
	/bi:n/

	sin
	/sɪn/
	
	seen
	/si:n/

	kin
	/kɪn/
	
	keen
	/ki:n/

	din
	/dɪn/
	
	dean
	/di:n/

	sit
	/sɪt/
	
	seat
	/si:t/

	
	
	
	
	

	cot
	/kɒt/
	
	caught
	/kɔ:t/

	tot
	/tɒt/
	
	taught
	/tɔ:t/

	sot
	/sɒt/
	
	sort
	/sɔ:t/

	shot
	/ʃɒt/
	
	short
	/ʃɔ:t/

	not,knot
	/nɒt/
	
	naught,nought
	/nɔ:t/

	lot
	/lɒt/
	
	lord
	/lɔ:t/

	pot
	/pɒt/
	
	port
	/pɔ:t/

	rot
	/rɒt/
	
	wrought
	/rɔ:t/

	wok
	/wɒk/
	
	walk
	/wɔ:k/

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	æ and e
	
	
	
	

	bag
	/bæg/
	
	beg
	/beg/

	bat
	/bæt/
	
	bet
	/bet/

	bad
	/bæd/
	
	bed
	/bed/

	rat
	/ræt/
	
	red;read
	/red/

	hat
	/hæt/
	
	head
	/hed/


	Add -s / -es

	
	
	
	
	

	
	p
	b
	
	

	
	t
	d
	
	

	
	k
	g
	& vowels
	

	/-s/
	f
	v
	& m,n,ŋ,l
	/-z/

	
	Ѳ
	ð
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	tʃ
	dӡ
	
	

	
	s
	z
	
	/-ɪz/

	
	ʃ
	ӡ
	
	


	Add -d / -ed

	
	
	
	
	

	
	p
	b
	
	

	
	k
	g
	
	

	
	f
	v
	
	

	/-t/
	Ѳ
	ð
	& vowels
	/-d/

	
	tʃ
	dӡ
	
	

	
	s
	z
	
	

	
	ʃ
	ӡ
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	t
	d
	/-ɪd/
	


The Alphabet:

	
	
	
	
	

	A
	/eɪ/
	
	N
	/en/

	B
	/bi:/
	
	O
	/əʊ/

	C
	/si:/
	
	P
	/pi:/

	D
	/di:/
	
	Q
	/kju:/

	E
	/i:/
	
	R
	/ɑ:(r)/

	F
	/ef/
	
	S
	/es/

	G
	/dӡi:/
	
	T
	/ti:/

	H
	/eɪtʃ/
	
	U
	/ju:/

	I
	/aɪ/
	
	V
	/vi:/

	J
	/dӡeɪ/
	
	W
	/’dʌblju:/

	K
	/keɪ/
	
	X
	/eks/

	L
	/el/
	
	Y
	/waɪ/

	M
	/em/
	
	Z
	/zed/


Compare the Following Pairs of Words:

	hell
	/hel/
	vs
	health
	/helѲ/

	bread
	/bred/
	vs
	breath
	/breѲ/

	taught
	/tɔ:t/
	vs
	thought
	/Ѳɔ:t/

	tin
	/tɪn/
	vs
	thin
	/Ѳɪn/

	tick
	/tɪk/
	vs
	thick
	/Ѳɪk/

	tree
	/tri:/
	vs
	three
	/Ѳri:/

	thief
	/Ѳi:f/
	vs
	teeth
	/ti:f/

	torn
	/tɔ:n/
	vs
	thorn
	/Ѳɔ:n/

	tread
	/tred/
	vs
	thread
	/Ѳred/

	dough
	/dəʊ/
	vs
	though
	/ðəʊ/

	true
	/tru:/
	vs
	through
	/Ѳru:/

	tank
	/tæŋk/
	vs
	thank
	/Ѳæŋk/


Exercise

	today
	/tə’deɪ/
	
	morality
	/mə’rælətɪ/

	tomorrow
	/tə’mɒrəʊ/
	
	ability
	/ə’bɪlətɪ/

	room
	/ru:m/
	
	explain
	/ɪk’spleɪn/

	roam
	/rəʊm/
	
	explanation
	/,eksplə’neɪʃn/

	rude
	/ru:d/
	
	examination
	/ɪɡ,zæmɪ’neɪʃn/

	road
	/rəʊd/
	
	towards
	/tə’wɔ:dz/

	exist
	/ɪɡ’zɪst/
	
	paper
	/’peɪpə/

	exit
	/’eksɪt/
	
	banana
	/bə’nɑ:nə/

	mosquito
	/məs’ki:təʊ/
	
	papaya
	/pə’paɪə/

	positive
	/’pɒzətɪv/
	
	tortoise
	/’tɔ:təs/

	comfort
	/’kʌmfət/
	
	comfortable
	/’kʌmftəbl/

	command
	/kə’mɑ:nd/
	
	encourage
	/ɪn’kʌrɪdӡ/

	danger
	/’deɪndӡə(r)/
	
	child
	/tʃaɪld/

	file
	/faɪl/
	
	film
	/fɪlm/

	nature
	/’neɪtʃə(r)/
	
	gross
	/grəʊs/

	biology
	/baɪ’ɒlədӡɪ/
	
	biological
	/,baɪə’lɒdӡɪkl/


Same Letter – Different Pronunciation

	hat
	/hæt/
	
	pass
	/pɑ:s/

	came
	/keɪm/
	
	water
	/wɔ:tə(r)/

	dare
	/deə(r)/
	
	ago
	/ə’gəʊ/


The Syllable before –tion or –sion Is Almost Always Stressed

	tuition
	/tju:’ɪʃn/
	
	meditation
	/,medɪ’teɪʃn/

	fruition
	/fru:’ɪʃn/
	
	profession
	/prə’feʃn/

	vocation
	/vəʊ’keiʃn/
	
	demarcation
	/,di:mɑ:’keɪʃn/

	volition
	/və’lɪʃn/
	
	discrimination
	/dɪ,skrɪmɪ’neɪʃn/

	delusion
	/dɪ’lu:ӡn/
	
	
	

	Except in a few cases, eg:

	
	
	
	television
	/’telɪvɪӡn/


Usually the Third Syllable to Last Is Stressed

	responsible
	/rɪ’spɒnsəbl/
	
	responsibility
	/rɪ,spɒnsə’bɪlətɪ/

	biology
	/baɪ’ɒlədӡɪ/
	
	biological
	/,baɪə’lɒdӡɪkl/

	physiology
	/,fɪzɪ’ɒlədӡɪ/
	
	physiological
	/,fɪzɪə’lɒdӡɪkl/

	capable
	/’keɪpəbl/
	
	capability
	/,keɪpə’bɪlətɪ/

	mentality
	/men’tælətɪ/
	
	reality
	/rɪ’ælətɪ/


Silent Letters

	debris
	/’deɪbri:/
	
	debt
	/det/

	know
	/nəʊ/
	
	knift
	/naɪf/

	write
	/raɪt/
	
	honest
	/’ɒnɪst/

	exhaust
	/ɪɡ’zɔ:st/
	
	exhort
	/ɪɡ’zɔ:t/

	exhibit
	/ɪɡ’zɪbɪt/
	
	exhibition
	/,eksɪ’bɪʃn/


Beware:

	disease
	/dɪ’zi:z/
	vs
	decease
	/dɪ’si:s/

	president
	/’prezɪdənt/
	vs
	precedent
	/’presɪdənt/

	lose
	/lu:z/
	vs
	loose
	/lu:s/

	cause
	/kɔ:z/
	vs
	course
	/kɔ:s/

	Excuse(v)
	/ɪk’skju:z/
	vs
	Excuse(n)
	/ɪk’skju:s/


Same Word – Different Pronunciation

	read
	(pre)
	/ri:d/
	(pt,pp)
	/red/

	perfect
	(adj)
	/’pɜ:fɪkt/
	(v)
	/pə’fekt/

	excuse
	(n)
	/ɪk’skju:s/
	(v)
	/ɪk’skju:z/

	bow
	(n)
	/bəʊ/
	(v)
	/baʊ/


	His car was sold
	/kɑ:(r)wəz/
	

	His car isn’t old
	/kɑ:rɪznt/
	

	
	
	

	common
	/’kɒmən/
	

	millennium
	/mɪ’lenɪəm/
	



	
	Malaysian
	British

	Sunday
	/’sʌn’deɪ/
	/’sʌndɪ/

	Monday
	/’mʌn’deɪ/
	/’mʌndɪ/

	Tuesday
	/’tju:s’deɪ/
	/’tju:zdɪ/

	Wednesday
	/’wenəs’deɪ/
	/’wenzdɪ/

	Thursday
	/’tɜ:s’deɪ/
	/’Ѳɜ:zdɪ/

	Friday
	/’fraɪ’deɪ/
	/’fraɪdɪ/

	Saturday
	/’sʌ’tə’deɪ/
	/’sætədɪ/

	worry
	/wɜ:’rɪ/
	/’wʌrɪ/

	manage
	/’me’neɪdӡ/
	/’mænɪdӡ/

	marriage
	/’merɪ’eɪdӡ/
	/’mærɪdӡ/

	carriage
	/’kerɪ’eɪdӡ/
	/’kærɪdӡ/

	blood
	/bləd/
	/’blʌd/

	love
	/ləv/
	/lʌv/

	above
	/ə’bəv/
	/ə’bʌv/

	present (adj)
	/’presənt/
	/’preznt/

	present (v)
	/prɪ’sent/
	/prɪ’znt/

	object (n)
	/’ɒbdӡekt/
	/’ɒbdӡɪkt/

	object (v)
	/’ɒbdӡekt/
	/əb’dӡket/

	vocab
	/’vo’kæb/
	/’vəʊkæb/

	what
	/wʌt/
	/wɒt/

	tortoise
	/’tɒ’tɪs/
	/’tɔ:təs/

	cinema
	/’sɪ’nɪ’mʌ/
	/’sɪnəmɑ:/

	Christian
	/’krɪs’tɪən/
	/’krɪstʃən/

	era
	/’e’rʌ/
	/’ɪərə/

	special
	/’spe’sɪə/
	/’speʃl/

	sure
	/sʊə(r)/
	/ʃɔ:(r);ʃʊə(r)/

	six
	/seɪks/
	/sɪks/

	restaurant
	/’res’tɒrənt/
	/’restrɒnt/

	preface
	/’prɪ’feɪs/
	/’prefɪs/

	pronunciation
	/’pro’naʊ’sɪə’sn/
	/prə,nʌʊsɪ’eɪʃn/

	nature
	/’neɪ’tʃʊə/
	/’neɪtʃə(r)/

	conscious
	/’kɒn’sɪəs/
	/’kɒnʃes/


Different Words with the Same Pronunciation

	I, eye
	/aɪ/
	
	

	sun, son
	/sʌn/
	
	

	flour, flower
	/’flaʊə(r)/
	
	

	no, know
	/nəʊ/
	
	

	not, knot
	/nɒt/
	
	

	new, knew
	/nju:/
	
	

	week, weak
	/wi:k/
	
	

	saw, 
	/sɔ:/
	soar
	/sɔ:(r)/

	see, sea
	/si:/
	
	

	need, knead
	/ni:d/
	
	

	night, knight
	/naɪt/
	
	

	break, brake
	/breɪk
	
	

	check, cheque
	/tʃek/
	
	

	right, write
	/raɪt/
	
	

	rote, wrote
	/rəʊt/
	
	

	rap, wrap
	/ræp/
	
	

	ring, wring
	/riŋ/
	
	

	won, one
	/wʌn/
	
	

	whet, wet
	/wet/
	
	

	whit, wit
	/wɪt/
	
	

	whole, hole
	/həʊl/
	
	

	wholly, holy
	/’həʊlɪ/
	
	

	red, read (pt, pp)
	/red/
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