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it brings about, by endeavouring, the manifestation of the supramundane path.

Besides that it has the characteristic of penetrating the nature of objective phenomena, wisdom's function is to dispell the darkness of delusion (moha), which conceals the true nature of phenomena and is manifested as non-delusion (amoha). Because of the words [uttered by The Buddha] “One who is mentally concentrated knows and sees things according to reality: (A v.3)” its proximate cause is mental concentration (samàdhi). 

(e.g. Vism 436f)

The Pañisambhidàmagga is a complete and thorough exposition of the way to wisdom. Great works of Buddhism like Visuddhi-magga (tr. translated by Bhikkhu Ñàõamoëi as The Path of Purification), an encyclopaedic manual of Buddhist Doctrine and meditation written by the well-known translator and compiler âcariya Buddhaghosa, quote freely from the Pañisambhidàmagga. As A.K. Warder, the PTS editor, in his Intoduction to the The Path of Discrimination says:

Though Buddhaghosa did not write a Commentary on the Pañisambhidàmagga, he uses it as a foundation for the Visuddhi-magga. (p. xli) Visuddhimagga can [thus] be considered as itself largely a Commentary on the Pañisambhidàmagga. (p. xlii) Buddhadatta in his manual Abhidhammàvatara has summarized the Pañisambhidàmagga’s stages of insight [knowledges], or the ‘purifications’ leading to Nibbàna, in much the same way as Buddhaghosa ... thus connecting the system of insight directly to the Pañisambhidàmagga. (p. xliii) Anuruddha of Ceylon ... in his Abhidhammattha-saïgaha, in the ninth chapter on insights and purifications, ... uses [also] the terms of the Pañisambhidàmagga. (p. xliv)

The resons for the appeal of the Pañisambhidàmagga to these and other works may, perhaps, be those given by A.K. Warder in his description that: 

The Pañisambhidàmagga is insistently practical: it expounds the way or path of ‘discrimination’ in its various aspects and tries to show exactly how understanding [pa¤¤à, wisdom] takes place in a practical sense, not simply in theory. What happens, and how it happens, when someone understands or comprehends or discriminates the truth taught by the Buddha? ... the presentation here is extremely systematic and everything is brought into relation with everything else. (ibid. p. xli f.) 

The ‘Seventy Three Kinds of Knowledge’ as a Summary in the Pañisambhidàmagga, describe at a glance the knowledges Buddhas and their disciples gain in the attainment of mundane and supramundane states. Since these knowledges are, as a Summary, very briefly stated, the present translation (which arose from an invitation to the translator) has explanatory notes in order to facilitate the reader understand them, at least intellectually, more easier. These explanations are based on the Pañisambhidàmagga, the Visuddhimagga and their corresponding Commentaries, and their references are clearly distinguished. The translation of each knowledge is repeated in the Notes, in bold, for convenient reading. The Pàëi is repeated too, albeit in reduced font-size.

Due to the limited scope of this booklet as an ‘Introduction’ to these knowledges, and the explanations focusing on only not easily understood technical terms, the reader is advised to refer to the above books for more elaborate details and explanations. 

The quotations, especially, of the Pañisambhidàmagga are, without affecting their meaning, given usually in an abridged form that sometimes helps for clarity and an easy grasp of long passages. Explanations in square brackets within a quotation are usually from the Commentaries. In that case their reference is given immediatelly after the reference of the canonical book. Thus, for example, in the quotation “At the moment of the path of Stream-entry right view emerges internally from [the 62 kinds of] wrong view. (Ps i.69; PsA 18)”, the first reference (Ps i.69) refers to the canonical quotation from  the  Pañisambhidàmagga, and the 
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