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dispositions, underlying tendencies, and past lives unobstructed and without limitation Ý an ability beyond even Venerable Sàriputta.

`Moreover, when Buddhas survey beings suitable to be taught His Teaching (Dhamma), They survey them with Their Buddha-eye (Buddha-cakkhu). Their Buddha-eye is the twofold knowledge, namely, Penetration of Others' Spiritual Faculties [No.68], and Dispositions and Underlying Tendencies [No.69]. As it is said `While surveying the world with His Buddha-eye, The Buddha saw beings that have little or much dust on their eyes, keen or dull spiritual faculties [of faith, etc.] .... : Vin i.60'. And when They survey the mind-process of beings, They first survey the maturity or immaturity of their spiritual faculties. After knowing their maturity, They survey their dispositions, Underlying Tendencies, and character (carita) in order to teach them in accordance with their dispositions, etc. Hence the Knowledge of Penetration of Others' Spiritual Faculties is shown first and next to it is shown the Knowledge of Dispositions and Underlying Tendencies [No. 69]. And since The Buddhas accomplish a miracle for beings to be guided, therefore next to the Knowledge of Dispositions and Underlying Tendencies is shown the Knowledge of the Twin Miracle [No. 70]. And in order to elucidate the reason for these three knowledges, next to them is shown the Knowledge of the Great Compassion [No. 71]. And in order to elucidate the purity of the Knowledge of the Great Compassion, next to it is shown the Omnisient Knowledge [No. 72]. And in order to elucidate the readiness of The Omnisient Buddha to adverting (àvajjana) to all objective phenomena, and the unobsrtuctability of the Omnisient Knowledge, next to it is shown the Unobstructed Knowledge [No. 73]. 

This is how the order [of these six kinds of Knowledge] should be understood.' (PsA 40)

125. I.e. the five spiritual faculties of faith (saddhà-), energy (viriya-) mindfulness (sati-), concentration (samàdhi-), and wisdom (pa¤¤'ind-riya).

The Pañisambhidà-magga quotes a canonical passage that shows how a Buddha sees the high or low faculties of beings according to ten modes:

`Here, The Tathàgata (Buddha) sees beings that have 

[1] little or [2] much dust [of lust, etc.] on their eyes [of wisdom];

[3] keen or [4] dull faculties [of faith, etc.];

[5] good or [6] bad qualities [of faith, etc.]; that are

[7] easy or [8] hard to instruct;

[9] some who see fear in the other world and in what is censurable, and  
[10] some who do not see fear in the other world and in what is censurable.'

(Vin i.6; M i.69; S i.138)

Then it explains:

`A person with faith, energy, mindfulness, concentration, or wisdom, has little dust on his eyes, has keen spiritual faculties, has good qualities, is easy to instruct, and sees fear in the other world and in what is censurable; while a person without faith, etc. has much dust on his eyes, [and so on].

Thus The Tathàgata knows and sees and recognizes and penetrates these five spiritual faculties in fifty aspects [i.e. the above 10 modes combined with each of the five spiritual faculties].' (Ps i.121; PsA 268)

Other canonical passages on this Knowledge can be found in, for example, S v.205; A v.34, 38; Nett 101; and Vbh 340, 342.


[69. Dispositions and Underlying Tendencies (indriya-paropariyatta)]

Sattànaü àsay'ànusaye ¤àõaü.
Knowledge of the dispositions126 and underlying tendencies127 of beings.

126. âsaya (disposition, i.e. natural qualities of mind and character of beings), `is a term for the process of mind set round with wrong or right view, sensual-pleasures or renunciation, etc.' (PsA 40)

A Buddha knows beings' dispositions how `they are either supported by some such view of existence or non-existence as this “The world is eternal or not eternal; finite or infinite; the soul and the body are the same or different; a being exists after death, does not exist, both exists and does not exist, or neither exists nor does not exist.' (Ps i.123)

These views are caled the `10 Antinomies or Extreme Wrong Views' (anta-gàhikà micchà-diññhi). See, for example, D iii.45, 48; Ps i.151.

`Or else avoiding these extreme views beings either accept in conformity [with supramundane knowledge] the dependently arisen phenomena through [seeing] conditionality (idapaccayatà pañicca-samup- pannaesu dhammesu), or they acquire knowledge according to reality (yathà-bhåta-¤àõa).

He also knows beings as pursuing sensual-pleasures or renunciation; ill-will or non-ill-will; sloth and torpor or perception of light. 
He knows also that even though a being pursues sensual-pleasures, etc., yet he is disposed towards renunciation, etc.' (Ps i.123)

127. Anusaya (underlying tendencies) `is a term for the inveterate (deep-rooted, long established) sensual-lust, etc. in the process of beings's mind: (PsA 41)', `because these underlie as a cause for the arising ever and again of sensual-lust, etc.' (Vism 684)

`There are seven underlying tendencies, namely, sensual-lust (kàma-ràga), aversion (pañigha), conceit (màna), wrong view (diññhi), sceptical doubt (vicikicchà), lust for existence (bhava-ràga), and ignorace (avijjà).' (Ps i.123) 

The way the underlying tendencies occur is as follows:

`Wherever in the world there is anything pleasant and aggreable [to the senses], there the underlying tendency to sensual-lust underlies. Wherever in the world there  is  anything  unpleasant  and  disaggreable 
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