Regulations
Balik Pulau Buddhist Hermitage, Balik Pulau Hilltop Hermitage, and Bodhivana Hermitage. 

· Visiting Hours  Balik Pulau Buddhist Hermitage: Sundays 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. or upon appointment.



                Balik Pulau Hilltop Hermitage and Bodhivana Hermitage 4 - 6 p.m. or upon appointment.
Residence
· General 

Please note that neither the Saïgha nor the administrative lay-committee of the hermitages can be held responsible for an accident, injury etc. that may befall someone residing at one of the hermitages.
· Bhikkhunis/Sàmaneris
Bhikkhunis/Sàmaneris cannot take up residence at any of the hermitages, not even for one night. 

· 8-Precept Nuns/Upàsikàs /Upàsakas
An 8-precept nun/upàsikà/upàsaka who wishes to reside at a hermitage

U1. Should be recommended by someone closely associated with the hermitages.

U2. Is expected to observe the eight precepts during her/his stay.Dh.Vin. 

U3. If under twelve should be accompanied by a guardian.

U4. Should insofar as it is viable, observe the rules laid down for resident bhikkhus and sàmaneras.

· Bhikkhus/ Sàmaneras 
Arrival
A1. Please produce a letter from teacher/preceptor (unless guaranteed by someone closely associated with the hermitages, in which case item A5 is unnecessary.).
A2. Please read and become familiar with the regulations.

A3. When familiar with the regulations, please declare willingness to abide by them. 

A4. If unable to declare such willingness, please agree to depart the very next day without further ado.

A5. Upon request, please submit willingly to preliminary interview by resident monk (in his absence, then by member of administrative lay-committee.). 

A6. Please fill in and sign the requisite form (thereby also declaring willingness to abide by all the regulations).

A7. Please produce identity card/passport.

A8. -          -            ordination certificate.

A9. Please inform/have someone inform the most senior resident bhikkhu/sàmanera of arrival, even be he a junior sàmanera. Dh.Vin.
A10. When there is a Saïgha, please relinquish on the day of arrival any money of any whatsoever kind (e.g. cash, cheques, bank-drafts, money orders, credit cards) to the Saïgha in accordance with the procedure laid down in the Vinaya. Otherwise, please relinquish it (give it up to) a layperson. Please be sure to do this before taking up residence, even for a night. (Please do not abstain from relinquishing it by asking/expecting that it be returned upon departure.) Dh.Vin.
In Residence
For the welfare of residents and patrons, while in residence at a hermitage

R1. Please abide by the Dhamma and Vinaya as it is laid down the The Buddha. Dh.Vin.
a. In accordance with Saïghadisesa precept No.13, please do not engage in lowly arts such as

i. producing, selling etc. of amulets and the like. Dh.Vin.
ii. fortune-telling. Dh.Vin.
iii. practising of medicine under any form. Dh.Vin.
b. In accordance with Nissaggiya Pàcittiya precepts No. 18 and 19, please do not 

i. accept or handle money under any form whatsoever (e.g. cash, cheques, bank-drafts, money orders, credit cards)
ii. on any whatsoever pretext (e.g. for self, another, the Saïgha, a building fund, the hermitage funds, another fund, the lay committee) Dh.Vin.
c. Please do not ask for, accept or keep unallowable requisites (e.g. black/blue sandals, black/blue/decorated umbrellas, and perfumed soap.) Dh.Vin.
d. Please abide by the Saïgha's/abbot's decision in any matter. Dh.Vin.
R2. Please do not engage in rites such as sprinkling holy water etc. while on the premises.

R3. Please abide by the laws of the country. Dh.Vin.
R4. Please do not get involved in politics of any whatsoever nature. Dh.Vin.
R5. Please participate in Saïgha procedures. Dh.Vin.
R6. Please undertake allowable work when required. Dh.Vin.
R7. Please utilize time for study, practice or other allowable work. Dh.Vin.  

a. Please do not engage in unnecessary work. Dh.Vin.
b. Please do not engage in idle chatter. Dh.Vin.
c. Please do not disturb other resident bhikkhus/sàmaneras/laypeople with unnecessary noise, loud speech, chanting, strolling about etc. Dh.Vin. 

d. Please do not call upon other resident bhikkhus/sàmaneras/laypeople without appropriate reason. Dh.Vin.
e. Please do not read newspapers or magazines. Dh.Vin.
f. Please do not listen to music. Dh.Vin.
g. Please do not listen to the radio or watch TV. Dh.Vin.
h. Please do not carry a camera or video-recorder around and take photographs/videos. Dh.Vin.
i. Please do not chew betel nut or smoke. Dh.Vin.
j. Please do not engage in worldy activities except for allowable purposes (e.g.learning English to be able to study the Dhamma). Dh.Vin.
k. Please do not bring or use a mobile telephone. Dh.Vin.
l. Please do not engage in undue association with the laity either inside or outside the hermitage. Dh.Vin.
R8. Please go for pindapàta every day (unless unable to because of illness etc.)
a. Please do not go earlier than aruõuggamana 
(rise of dawn: when there is light in all four quarters and visibility close at hand: approx.  hr before the local sunrise.) Dh.Vin. 

b. Please arrange with resident bhikkhus/sàmaneras when to go, and do not go alone unless alone. Dh.Vin.
c. Please observe all the training-rules regarding deportment while in inhabited areas. Dh.Vin.
d. Please do not chat with another bhikkhu/sàmanera while on pindapàta. Dh.Vin.
e. Please do not chat with laypeople while on pindapàta. Dh.Vin.
f. When not going for pindapàta, please inform the most senior resident bhikkhu/sàmanera at least the day before. Dh.Vin.
g. When not going for pindapàta, please inform the devotees at least at the pindapàta of the day before. Dh.Vin.
R9. Please keep kuti and surrounding area clean and tidy. Dh.Vin.
a. Please put rubbish in one place, out of sight. Dh.Vin.
b. Please do not hoard requisites in kuti. Dh.Vin.
c. Please do not waste or through carelessness ruin requisites in kuti (e.g. Please do not leave clothes-pegs outside for them to rust.) Dh.Vin.
R10. Please inform another resident bhikkhu/sàmanera when going outside the hermitage. Dh.Vin.
R11. Requisites:

a. Please ask another bhikkhu/sàmanera about requisites before asking patrons.

b. Please do not take requisites from the Saïgha store without permission. Dh.Vin.
c. Please do not ask for requisites from patrons unless invited to do so (family excepted). Dh.Vin.
d. Please observe modesty when asking for requisites. Dh.Vin.
e. Please do not hint at, ask for, accept or handle money under any whatsoever form under any whatsoever pretext 
(Please see R1.b above). Dh.Vin. 

R12. Patrons:

a. Please do not engage in undue association with patrons. Dh.Vin.
b. Please try not to tax patrons with many requests. Dh.Vin.
c. Please ask visitors to observe the courtesy of informing the resident devotee(s) that they have come for a visit, i.e. please ask them not to walk in and out of the hermitage as if it were public property. 

d. Please ask visitors to have left the premises by 8 p.m. unless there is a compelling reason not to do so. Dh.Vin.
R13. Saïgha Property:

a. Please treat library books etc. with respect. Dh.Vin.
b. Please repair book/binding if possible. Dh.Vin.
c. Please do not borrow any item from the hermitage without permission from the abbot. Dh.Vin.
d. If desirous of donating a book to the library, please enter an inscription to that effect on the first page or apply the library stamp. (Please do not leave personal books behind that are without the owner's name.)
Departure
D1. Please inform the abbot/appropriate layperson, and the most senior resident bhikkhu/sàmanera of intended departure. Dh.Vin.
D2. Please clean and tidy up the kuti and surrounding area. Dh.Vin.
a. Please put all items back in their appropriate places. (e.g.books back in the library, clothes pegs inside the kuti.). Dh.Vin.
b. Please remove all and any personal items (unless an agreement has been made with the Saïgha.). Dh.Vin.
c. -          -           -    -      -     items that can no longer be used (e.g. old toothbrushes, toothpaste, notebooks).

d. Please return key. 

These regulations have been agreed upon by the Saïgha and administrative lay-committee of the above three hermitages, and serve as official statutes. Any changes or additions to the regulations need likewise to be agreed upon by both Saïgha and laity. 

Unilateral changes cannot be made.

_____________________________________
April, 2002
_____________________________________

Bhikkhu CandaPa¤¤o 
Ang Thean Hoe Esq.   
`Ven.Wong', Abbot of Hermitages
Chairman of Administrative Lay-Committee 

Dh.Vin. Regulations marked thus are explicit/implicit in the DhammaÝVinaya laid down by The Buddha.





