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tracing one behaviour of consciousness from another without any more seeing the physical heart's matter.' (Vism 409) 
106. `With his mind thus developed ... he directs it to the Knowledge of Penetration of [Others'] Mind. Penetrating with his mind the mind of other beings (para-sattànaü) ... he knows their lustful mind as lustful or not lustful mind as not lustful; their angry mind as angry or not angry mind as not angry [etc.].' (D i.79; Ps i.113) 

 

[53. Recollection of One's Past Lives (pubbe nivàs'ànussati)] 

Paccaya-ppavattànaü dhammànaü nànattekatta-kamma-vipphàra-vasena pariyogàhaõe pa¤¤à pubbe nivàs'ànussati-¤àõaü.
The wisdom gained by fathoming conditionally occurring phenomena107 through the expansion of karma in its diversity and unity108 is knowledge of recollection of [one's] past lives.109
107. I.e.`conditionally arisen physico-mental phenomena (paccay'uppanna-dhammà) that occur due to conditions on account of the Law of Dependent Origination (pañicca-samuppàda-vasena).' (PsA 37) As it is said `Having completely developed his mind in the Four Roads to Will-Power he knows thus “When this [condition] exists, that [effect] comes to be; with the arising of this [condition], that [effect] arises. That is to say: with ignorance as condition there are karma-formations; with karma-formations as condition there is [rebirth-linking] consciousness ... [and so with the other twelve links of Dependent Origination]. Thus there is the arising of this whole mass of suffering.' (Ps i.114)

`By seeing Dependent Origination he sees series of births (jàti-paramparaü). Thus attention to Dependent Origination is very useful for the Knowledge of Recollection of [One's] Past Lives. Moreover, by seeing the conditions the fatalistic Doctrine of Non-causality (ahetuka-vàda) is rejected. By seeing the effects both the Doctrine of Eternity and Non-causality (sassat'àhetuka-vàda) are rejected.' (PsA 243)

108. Here, `the unwholesome karma is diverse, the wholesome karma

is unified; or the karma in the sense-sphere is diverse, that in the fine-material-sphere is unified.' (PsA 37) 

109. `With his mind thus developed ... he directs it to the Knowledge of Recollection of [One's] Past Lives. He recollects his manifold past life: one birth, two births, three births, ... hundred ... thousand births ....'

(D i.81; Ps i.114) 


[54. Divine Eye (dibba-cakkhu)] 

Obhàsa-vasena nànatt'ekatta-råpa-nimittànaü dassanaññhe pa¤¤à dibba-cakkhu-¤àõaü.
The wisdom gained by seeing signs of visible objects in their diversity110 and unity111 by means of illumination112  is knowledge of the divine eye.113
110. I.e. `forms (råpàni) of diverse beings, or forms of beings born in diverse bodies, or forms in diverse directions.' (PsA 37) 

111. I.e. `the form of a being, or the form of a being born in a body, or forms of beings in one direction or mixed forms in unity.' (PsA 37)

112. `By means of the illumination of the fire-, white-, or light-kasiõas that are the object of the fourth jhàna and are extended (pasàrità) in order to see forms with the divine eye.' (PsA 37)

`The light- (àloka-) kasiõa is the best of the three kasiõas. The other two have been mentioned in accordance with that. So either that, or one of the others should be worked up.' (PsA 258; Vism 428) Hence it is said `Having completely developed his mind in the Four Roads to Will-Power he gives attention to the perception of light (àloka-sa¤¤à), he determines the perception of day: “As the day is, so should be the night; as the night is, so should be the day”. With his mind thus open and unenclosed he develops his mind accompanied with illumination.'

(Ps i.114)

113. `It is divine because of its similarity to the divine; for deities have as divine eye the sensitivity that is produced by karma consisting on good conduct and is unimpeded by bile, phlegm, blood, etc., and capable of receiving an object even though far off because it is free from imperfections. And this eye, consisting in knowledge, which is produced by the power of the meditator's energy in developing meditation, is similar to the divine. Also it is `divine' because it is obtained by means of divine abiding, and because it has divine abiding as its support. And it is `divine' because it greatly illuminates by discerning light. And it is `divine' because it has a great range through seeing objects that are behind walls, and so on.' (PsA 37; Vism 423)

The divine eye can be even developed to the extend of seeing the passing away and reappearance of beings. As it said `With his mind thus developed ... he directs it to the Knowledge of the Passing Away and Reappearance of Beings (cut'åpapàta-¤àõa). With the divine eye, which is purified and surpasses the human, he sees beings passing away and reappearing, inferior and superior, fair and ugly, happy or unhappy in their destiny; he understands beings as faring according to their deeds (karma) ....' (Ps i. 115; D i.82)

`The divine eye is purified since it is a cause for Purification of View (diññhi-visuddhi), owing to seeing passing away and reappearence of beings. One who sees only passing away and not reappearence assumes the annihilation view (uccheda-diññhi); and one who sees only reappearance and not passing away assumes the view that new beings appear (nava-satta-pàtubhava-diññhi). But since one who sees both outstrips that twofold [false] view, that vision of his is therefore a cause for Purification of View. And the Buddha's sons see both of these.'

 (PsA 259; Vism 423)
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