Volume 5
Preface
Veneration to the Exalted One, the Homage-Worthy, the Perfectly Self-enlightened

This book forms the English rendering of Volume five of the Great Chronicle of Buddhas, the State Buddha Council’s version, by the Most Venerable Mingun Sayadaw, Bhaddanta Vicittasārābhivaṁsa, Tipiṭakadhara Dhammabhaṇḍāgārika, Agga Mahāpaṇḍita, Abhidhaja Mahāraṭṭhaguru, Abhidhaja Saddhammajotika.


Out of the five Chapters of this volume the four Chapters 38, 39, 40 and 41 continue to deal with the main theme of the Buddha Ratana, Jewel of Buddha which has its beginning in Volume Two. The whole of Chapter 42 is devoted entirely to the Dhamma Ratana, Jewel of Dhamma.

Chapter 38 opens with the story of the Brahmin couple of Sakāta who had been the parents of the Buddha in previous existences. Through their encounter with the Buddha, they had been able to follow the Path as guided by the Buddha, finally attaining the Arahattaphala. Eighty-four thousand beings gained Enlightenment on the occasion of the funeral of the Brahmin couple.

This is followed by the story concerning personages such as King Pasenadi, his school-mate General Bandhula and his wife Mallikā, the King’s son Viṭaṭūbha, born of a slave girl who was given to King Pasenadi in marriage as a princess of Sakyans. Viṭaṭūbha wreaked vengeance on the Sakyans for what he regarded as an insult to his departed royal father, thus causing the total extermination of the Sakyan clan. Viṭaṭūbha and his mighty army also met their disastrous fate on their return from the expedition. The Buddha pointed out these tragedies as instances of evil actions bearing evil fruits.

Chapter 39 gives an account of how Āṭānāṭiya Paritta came to be taught together with the proper rituals for reciting the Āṭānāṭiya Paritta. The most important feature of this chapter is the Buddha’s Discourse to Sakka, Sakka Pañha Sutta, in answer to fourteen questions put by Sakka to the Bhagava. The fourteen questions touch on pure Dhamma matters such as covetousness, stinginess, love, hatred, craving, illusory concepts, etc. They further deal with advanced Dhamma aspects such as practice of meditation, the Pātimokkha restraints, restraint of faculties, and finally with attainments of the Supramundane.

Chapter forty gives an account of the last days of the Buddha as described in the Mahā Parinibbāna Sutta of the Dīgha Nikāya. The account begins with the Bhagava’s declaration of sets of seven factors of non-decline, namely, those for rulers and those for bhikkhus. It describes how Vesālī fell and Licchavīs came to utter ruin through insidious scheming of Vassakāra, King Ajātasattu’s spy agent.

During this period, about one year and three months before his parinibbāna, the Bhagava made repeated exhortations on Sīla, Samādhi and Paññā to his bhikkhu disciples while residing at Gijjhakūṭa hill in Rājagaha and in various villages in the surrounding area.

The famous discourse, the Mirror of Wisdom was delivered by the Bhagava at Nātika village. The Mirror of Wisdom enumerates four factors, namely, unshakable confidence in the Buddha, the Dhamma and the Saṅgha and being endowed with the moral precepts, Sīla. The Buddha explains that the Ariya disciple who possesses these four factors of the Mirror of Wisdom is assured of spiritual progress and good destination after passing away.

The Bhagava spent his last rains-retreat at Veḷuva village, close by Vesālī. At the village the Bhagava was afflicted with a very severe illness, which he overcame through effort of Vipassanā Bhāvanā and abiding in the life-maintaining Phala samāpatti.

After the rains-retreat at Veḷuva village, the Bhagava proceeded to Sāvatthi where he received the news of the demise of his Chief Disciple, the Venerable Sāriputta. From Sāvatthi, the Bhagava returned to Rājagaha, where the other Chief Disciple the Venerable Moggallāna passed away exactly a fortnight after the Venerable Sāriputta’s demise.

Then the Bhagava set out on his last long journey heading towards Kusināra where he would pass away. His first stop was Vesālī where at the Cāpāla shrine he gave hints to the Venerable Ānanda about his passing away and told him about the possibility of any one who developed the four bases of psychic powers to live the maximum life-span or even beyond it. But the Venerable Ānandā was not able to grasp the significance of the broad hints given by the Bhagava and made no attempts to request the Bhagava to stay the maximum life-span. Consequently, at the same Cāpāla Shrine, the Māra was able to press his request to the Bhagava to relinquish his life sustaining mental process, Āyusaṅkhāra.

When the Bhagava told him the whole story about the relinquishing of the life-maintaining mental process, Ānanda made belated request to the Bhagava to live the maximum life-span. But it was to no avail; the Bhagava informed him that, three months hence, he would realize parinibbāna in the Sal Grove of the Malla Princes near Kusināra.

During the rest of the time prior to parinibbāna at Kusināra the Bhagava gave important discourses on topics such as Thirty-Seven factors of the perpetuation of the teaching, the Four Great Authorities, Four places that inspire religious awakening, Four classes of persons worthy of a stupa etc.

The most important event on the last day of the journey to Kusināra was partaking of the meal offered by Cunda, the Goldsmith’s son, at Pāvā. After eating the last meal offered by Cunda, the Bhagava was afflicted with a severe dysentery with discharge of blood.

Refreshing his exhausted body with a bath in the Kukuda river Bhagava made his weary way to the Sal Grove where he laid down to rest on the couch prepared by Ānanda amidst two Sal trees. Even while lying on his death-bed during the few hours before his parinibbāna, the Bhagava continued to show his great Compassion towards all beings. The most fortunate individual to be blessed by the Bhagava at the last moment was Subhadda, the wandering ascetic who became the last Arahant before the Bhagava passed away.

The last admonition given by the Bhagava to his disciples was “Appamādena Sampādetha — Strive with mindfulness and diligence”.

Chapter forty-one opens with Saṁvega stanzas uttered in turn by Brahmā Sahampati, Sakka, the Venerables Anuruddha and Ānanda, at the moment of the Bhagava’s passing away.

After mentioning the preparations made by Malla princes for honouring the remains of the Bhagava, the Chapter gives the story of the Venerable Mahā Kassapa who arrived late at the site of cremation. It also provides accounts of distribution of the Buddha’s relics, raising relic-stupas in reverence, building a secret relic depository by the Venerable Mahā Kassapa in co-operation with king Ajātasattu and discovery of these relics by King Asoka after three hundred years.

The continuous account of Buddha Ratana, the Jewel of the Buddha which begins from Volume Two is terminated at the conclusion of Chapter forty-one.

The last Chapter forty-two of this book is devoted entirely to the Dhamma Ratana, the Jewel of the Dhamma. It gives full exposition of the nine Supreme Attributes of the Buddha, the Six Supreme Attributes of the Dhamma and the Nine Supreme Attributes of the Saṅgha together with the methods of contemplation of the Buddha, the Dhamma, the Saṅgha and the merits accruing there from. It further provides explanation of Knowledges and Powers which belong solely to Buddha’s province.

The Chapter concludes with exposition on Dependent Origination, Paṭiccasamuppāda and some important remarks on the Dhammacakkappavattana and Anattalakkhaṇa suttas.

In undertaking the final redaction of the book, I have made use of the translation manuscripts of volume five by U Tin Oo (Myaung), formerly a senior editor of Burma Tipiṭaka Association, at present engaged in the same work under the Department for Promotion and Propagation of Sāsana in the Ministry of Religious Affairs.

This book will be presented to the Nine Ovādācariya Sayadaw's of Mingun on the auspicious occasion of the 86th birth day of the Venerable Author, the 7th Waxing moon of Tazaungmon, 1359 ME (6th November, 1994).

U Ko Lay
Yangon,
Dated, The Full moon day of Wagaung, 1359 ME
18th August, 1997.

