5. Revata Buddhavaṁsa

After Buddha Sumana had attained Parinibbāna, the life-span of human beings decreased gradually from ninety thousand years down to ten years; and from ten years it again increased up to an asaṅkhyeyya; when the life-span became sixty thousand years on its decline, the Bodhisatta Revata, on complete fulfilment of the Perfections, was reborn in Tusita as it was a custom observed by all Bodhisattas. While enjoying the celestial life there he agreed to comply with the request made by Devas and Brahmās, descended to the human abode and took conception in the womb of Queen Vipulā, wife of King Vipula, in the city of Sudhaññavatī. When ten months had elapsed he came out of the mother's womb like the golden Haṁsa King that appears from Mount Citta.

Royal household life

When the Bodhisatta, Prince Revata, came of age, he resided in three uniquely beautiful palaces, namely, Sudassana, Ratanagghi, and Āveḷa that came into existence as a result of his Perfections and glorious deeds of the past, enjoying a royal household life, that was comparable with a divine life, for six thousand years together with his Consort Sudassanā and being entertained and waited upon by thirty-three thousand attendants.

Renunciation

While he was thus enjoying, his wife Princess Sudassanā gave birth to a son named Varuṇa. After seeing the four omens, in the attire presented by Devas which was a feature of all Bodhisattas, he
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mounted the chariot drawn by thoroughbreds, went forth renouncing the world in a procession composed of his fourfold army of elephants, horses, chariots and foot-soldiers, like the moon surrounded by stars and planets like Sakka, King of Devas, followed by his fellow-beings or like Hārita, King of Brahmās, followed by divine beings of his abode. On reaching a grove he handed over his garments to the keeper of his treasures, cut off his hair with the ever-present sword and flung up his hair into the sky.

The hair was received in a golden receptable by Sakka, who built a cetiya over it in Tāvatiṁsa on Mount Meru - a cetiya of seven kinds of jewels.

Having put on the lotus-robe offered by the Brahmā and thus become a recluse, a crore of men followed his example and became recluses themselves.

Bodhisatta Revata then put efforts to undergo practice of austerity (Dukkaracariyā) with his one crore of followers for seven months.

Attainment of Buddhahood

Having completed Dukkaracariyā practice, on the full-moon day of Vesākha - the day he was to become a Buddha - he partook of the milk-food offered by Sādhu Devī, daughter of a wealthy man, and spent the daytime in the local Sāla grove. In the evening he left behind his followers and went alone to the region of the great Bodhi Tree. On the way he accepted eight handfuls of grass from a heretic, Varunindhara by name, and spread it under the Nāga Bodhi tree. Suddenly, there arose the Aparājita Pallaṅka of fifty-three cubits in size, on which he sat cross-legged, mobilized his resources of fourfold energy, dispelled Māra and his forces, and attained the Omniscient State of a Perfectly Self-Enlightened One, Chief of the three worlds.

[173]

Three occasions of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his attainment of Buddhahood and staying near the Bodhi Tree for forty-nine days, Buddha Revata accepted the Brahmā's request for his teaching. When he considered as to whom he should teach first he discerned the one crore of bhikkhus, who followed him on his renunciation, and also Devas and other humans, who were endowed with meritorious deeds of the past leading them to the Path, Fruition and Nibbāna. When he contemplated their whereabouts, he came to know that they were staying in Varuṇa Park, eighteen leagues from the great Bodhi Tree. Taking his bowl and robe, he then immediately went to the bhikkhus' residence, Varuṇa Park, by aerial journey.

(To cut the story short, on his arrival there Buddha Revata was very warmly received by the bhikkhus.) To these bhikkhus the Buddha delivered the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta and made the bhikkhus, numbering one crore, realize Arahantship. Those who were established in lower Paths and Fruitions were countless.

(This was the First Dhammābhisamaya)

At another time Buddha Revata paid a visit to the city of Uttara, so named because it excelled all other cities, during the reign of King Arindama, who had conquered all his enemies. Learning of the Buddha's arrival, the king with his three crores of followers extended a warm welcome and invitation to the Buddha for the morrow's meal. For seven days he gave great Dāna and held a festival of lights extending three gāvutas in honour to the Buddha and stayed near him. Then the Buddha gave variegated sermons that suited the king's disposition. On that occasion of teaching of Dhamma one thousand crores of Devas and men attained liberation as they realized the Truths.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at another time, while sojourning at a place near the market town of Uttara, a resort for his alms-food, Buddha Revata engaged himself in Nirodhasamāpatti for seven days. Then townsfolk brought
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rice-gruel and other kinds of food and drink and offered them to the members of the Saṅgha. "Venerable Sirs, where is the Buddha staying?" asked the people. "Dear supporters," replied the monks, "the Buddha is being absorbed in Nirodhasamāpatti." When seven days had lapsed, they all had an opportunity of seeing the Buddha and asked him about the advantages of that very attainment. Accordingly the Buddha explained to them the advantages of Nirodhasamāpatti. Then one hundred crores of Devas and humans were established in Arahattaphala.

(This was third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of the Disciples' meeting (sannipāta)

There were three meetings of the Buddha's Disciples, the first of which took place in the city of Sudhaññavatī where Buddha Revata recited the Pātimokkha for the first time to the Arahants, who had become 'ehi bhikkhus' and who too innumerable to count.

(This was the first meeting sannipāta.)

Later at the meeting held in Mekhala city the Buddha recited the Pātimokkha to one hundred thousand crores of 'ehi bhikkhu' Arahants.

(This was the second sannipāta.)

At the third meeting Buddha Revata explained the three characteristics (impermanence, suffering and unsubstantiality) to the people who came to enquire after the ailing Varuṇa Mahā Thera, the Buddha's Chief Disciple and Right-hand Man, foremost among knowers of Dhamma as he was able to set the Wheel of Dhamma in constant motion; his condition now was so serious that it gave rise to anxiety and the question "Will he survive?" At that meeting he also made one hundred thousand men ehi bhikkhus and established them in Arahattaphala. Finally he recited the Pātimokkha at that very meeting composed of four features 9.

[9. Four features, see p.]

(This was the third sannipāta.)
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Bodhisatta Gotama as Brahmin Atideva received prophecy from Buddha Revata

At that time our Bodhisatta was a Brahmin named Atideva, fully accomplished in Brahmānic lore, handed down by generation after generation of teachers. On encountering Buddha Revata, and after listening to the Buddha's sermon, he took refuge in the Three Gems. He also sang one thousand verses in praise of the Buddha's attributes of morality, concentration of the mind and wisdom, and offered his upper garment that was worth one thousand pieces of money.

Thereupon Buddha Revata made a prophecy: "Two asaṅkhyeyya and one hundred aeons after the present one you will become a Buddha by the name of Gotama."

On receiving Buddha Revata's prophecy the Bodhisatta's mind became all the more serene and he courageously resolved to make more effort in fulfilling of the Perfections: "I will contemplate and develop the Perfections and try to grasp Buddhahood that I long for."

Particulars of Buddha Revata

Buddha Revata's birthplace was Sudhaññavatī City. His father was King Vipula and his mother Queen Vipulā.

He reigned for six thousand years and his three places were Sudassana, Ratanagghi and Āveḷa.

His Chief Consort was Sudassanā who had thirty-three thousand maids of honour. His son was Varuṇa.

Having seen the four omens he renounced the world in a chariot drawn by thoroughbred horses. He underwent Dukkaracariyā for seven months.

His two Chief Disciples were Varuṇa Thera and Brahmādeva Thera. His attendant was Sambhava Thera.
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His two female Chief Disciples were Bhaddā Therī and Subhaddā Therī. His Bodhi tree was a Nāga tree.

His noble supporters were the wealthy men Paduma and Kuñjara. His noble female supporters were Sirimā and Yasavatī.

Buddha Revata's height was eighty cubits. He illumined all the directions like the hoisted banner of Sakka. His physical rays issued and spread all round up to one league day and night.

The life-span in his time was sixty thousand years. He lived throughout the period equal to four-fifths of the life-span rescuing numerous humans, Devas and Brahmās from saṁsāric waters to place then on Nibbānic shores.

Having taught the doctrine of Deathlessness to the world by showing the powers of the tenfold wisdom of Enlightened Ones, Buddha Revata attained Parinibbāna like great flames of fire that become extinct as the fuel runs out.

Saṁvega

That Buddha Revata's frame which was like a solid gem stone and his incomparable tenfold Dhamma had all vanished. Unsubstantial and futile indeed are all conditioned things!

When his Parinibbāna was drawing near Buddha Revata resolved: "May my relics remain not in a mass but split into pieces and reach various places so that, when I am gone, all beings may attain celestial abodes and Nibbāna (as a result of them)." Then he attained Parinibbāna in the Nāga grove, neither too near nor too far from the city. His relics did not form into one mass, a deviation from the usual mode of relics of long-lived Buddhas, but dispersed and spread to every nook and corner of Jambudīpa in accordance with his resolve and were held in honour by humans, Devas and Brahmās.

Here ends Revata Buddhavaṁsa.
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6. Sobhita Buddhavaṁsa

After Buddha Revata's Parinibbāna, the life-span of human beings decreased gradually from sixty thousand years to ten years and from ten years it increased to asaṅkhyeyya. When the life-span became ninety thousand years on its second decline Bodhisatta Sobhita, after complete fulfilment of the Perfections for four asaṅkhyeyya and one hundred thousand aeons, was reborn in Tusita, a feature shared by all Bodhisattas. While living there he accepted the request made by other Devas, descended from his celestial abode to the human world and took conception in the womb of Sudhammā, Chief Queen of King Sudhamma, in the city of the same name. Ten months thereafter, the Bodhisatta left the mother's womb in Sudhamma Park the way the big full moon came out of the clouds.

Royal household life

When Bodhisatta Prince Sobhita came of age, he lived in three golden palaces, namely, Kumuda, Nāḷina and Paduma, a heaven-like royal household life with his Chief Consort Maṇilā, and being entertained and waited upon by thirty-seven thousand female attendants.

Renunciation

While he was enjoying thus, a son named Sīha was born of the Princess. Seeing then the four omens Bodhisatta Sobhita was stirred by a strong religious emotion. Even in the palace he lived the life of a recluse and also in the palace he practised respiration meditation (ānāpāna-bhāvanā) till he attained the fourth Jhāna; still again in the very palace, he underwent dukkaracariyā for seven days.

Then on the full moon of Vesākha the day he would attain Enlightenment, he took the milk-food offered by Chief Consort Anulā herself. Bent on renunciation he resolved:

Let this very palace of mine, with its usual decorations, go through the air while the populace is watching and descend onto the earth making the great Bodhi Tree lie in the
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centre. When I take residence near the Bodhi Tree may all female courtiers here leave the palace on their own accord without my asking.

As soon as he had thus resolved the Bodhisatta's palace rose from the courtyard of his father, King Sudhamma, into the sky of the dark blue-green colour of collyrium. The palace adorned with scented festoons shone very brightly as though it beautified the whole sky like the sun with its splendid colour of liquid gold showers, and also like the bright moon of the month of Kattika in autumn. The flying palace travelled all over the vault of heaven and attracted the people's eyes as would the brilliant colour of tree branches and various gems.

It also had a net of various exquisite, little bells hanging downwards. Touched by the breeze the net made sweet tinkling sound that was like the sound of five musical instruments played by highly skilled musicians. The sweet tinkling sound from a distance attracted the people as if enticing them from its aerial travel, neither too low nor too high, whether they were staying in the houses or standing on cross-roads praising and marvelling at the sound; the sound seems to be proclaiming the qualities of the acts of merit done by the Bodhisatta.

The female dancers who came along in the flying palace sang songs with delightful voices resembling the sound of five musical instruments. They also spoke sweetly in praise (of the Bodhisatta) among themselves. The Bodhisatta's fourfold army surrounded the palace in the sky just as it did on the ground army troops that were like divine ones brilliant with their shining equipments and physical radiance and in their raiment of fragrant blossoms.

Having taken its flight the palace descended onto the earth making the Nāga Bodhi Tree lie in the centre. The Tree was eighty-eight cubits tall, its trunk straight, broad, round, beautiful with flowers, leaves, sprouts and buds. Then the female dancers got out from the palace and departed of their own accord.
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Attainment of Buddhahood

Glorious with numerous qualities and surrounded by hosts of people, Buddha Sobhita acquired the three-fold knowledge during the three watches of the night. Māra's forces came as usual. The palace, however, remained there.

Three occasions of Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his attainment of Enlightenment, Buddha Sobhita spent forty-nine days near the Bodhi Tree. Having agreed to the Brahmā's entreaty, he thought as to whom he should teach first and saw with his mind's eye his half younger brothers, Princes Asama and Sunetta. Knowing that they were endowed with supporting merits (upanissaya) and able to grasp the profound and subtle Dhamma, he decided to teach them. Accordingly he went through the air immediately and touched down in Sudhamma Park. Through the gardener, the Buddha summoned the princes. Being surrounded by the princes and their retinues in the midst of the audience of countless men, Devas and Brahmās from all over the regions ranging from the highest Bhavagga abode down to the lowest Avīci hell, the Buddha delivered the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta, as a result of which uncountable beings of men, Devas and Brahmās grasped the four Truths.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

On another occasion, having displayed the Twin Miracle of water and fire near an exquisite cittapāṭali tree in the neighbourhood of the city-gate of Sudassana, being seated on the emerald stone slab of Paṇḍukambala under the coral tree the Buddha taught Abhidhamma. At the conclusion of the teaching ninety thousand crores of Devas and Brahmās realized the Truths and were liberated.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)
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Still on another occasion, Prince Jayasena had a monastery built in the compound of a garden in Sudassana where he had such excellent trees as asoka, assakaṇṇa etc., planted, one close to another. He dedicated the monastery together with the garden to the Saṅgha with the Buddha at its head. At the great ceremony of dedication the Buddha Sobhita gave a sermon in appreciating of the dedication, lauding the prince's great generosity (mahādāna). At the conclusion of the sermon one hundred thousand crores of beings - men, Devas and Brahmās - attained realization of the Truths and liberation.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of the Disciple's meeting (sannipāta)

Another offering of a monastery Sunanda, at the city of Sunanda, was done by King Uggata to the Saṅgha headed by the Buddha. On this occasion a hundred crores of ehi bhikkhu Arahants assembled. To them the Buddha recited the instructive Pātimokkha.

(This was the first Sannipāta.)

Again, a group of virtuous people, Dhammagaṇa, built a monastery named Gaṇārama in the city of Mekhala and offered it to the Saṅgha headed by the Buddha; they also performed dāna with various requisites. On this occasion assembled ninety of ehi bhikkhu Arahants. At this meeting the Buddha uttered the instructive Pātimokkha.

(This was the second Sannipāta.)

After teaching Abhidhamma in Tāvatiṁsa and staying there for the whole period of vassa, being accompanied by Devas and Brahmās, Buddha Sobhita came down to the human world to perform Pavāraṇa and did so at the four-factored the meeting of four features attended by eighty crores of Arahants.

(This was the third Sannipāta.)
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Future Buddha Gotama as Brahmin Sujāta received prophecy from Buddha Sobhita

At that time our Future Buddha Gotama was born to be a Brahmin, Sujāta by name, whose parents were of Brahmin caste, in Rammavatī City. Having listened to the Buddha's Dhamma he was established in the three Refuges. He gave alms on a grand scale to the Buddha and his Saṅgha for the three months of vassa. Then the Buddha made a prophetic declaration concerning Sujāta the Brahmin; "This man will become a Buddha, Gotama by name, in future."

Particulars of Buddha Sobhita

Buddha Sobhita's birthplace was Sudhamma City. His father was King Sudhamma and his mother Sudhammā.

He reigned for nine thousand years. His three palaces were Kumuda, Nāḷina and Paduma.

His Chief Consort was Maṇilā who had thirty-seven thousand maids of honour. His son was Sīha.

His conveyance on his renunciation after seeing the four omens was a palace. He observed dukkaracariyā just for seven days even in this palace.

His two Chief Disciples were Asama Thera and Sunetta Thera. His attendant was Anoma Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Nakulā Therī and Sujātā Therī. His Bodhi Tree was a nāga tree.

His noble lay supporters were the wealthy Ramma and Sudatta. His noble female supporters were Nakulā Upāsikā and Cittā Upāsikā.

Buddha Sobhita's height was fifty-eight cubits. Like the rising sun he possessed body lustre which could shine and spread all over the directions as much as he wished.
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Like a great grove full of trees in full bloom and fragrant with various scents, the Buddha Sobhita's grove of instructive words was fragrant with the scents of morality.

Another simile: as one is not satiated looking at the moving and rising waves of the ocean so beings - humans, Devas and Brahmās - were not satiated listening to the words of Buddha Sobhita.

The life-span in Buddha Sobhita's time was ninety thousand years and living four-fifths of the life-span he saved beings humans, Devas and Brahmās-from saṁsāric currents and placed them on Nibbānic shores.

After bequeathing his divers teachings, long and short, to future beings who had not attained liberation in his presence, the Buddha Sobhita together with his Disciples came to the cessation of his existence attained Parinibbāna just as a great flame became extinguished.

Saṁvega

That Buddha Sobhita, equal only to peerless Buddhas and his Arahant-Disciples who had acquired abhiññā and other powers had all vanished. Unsubstantial and futile indeed are all conditioned things!

Before his Parinibbāna the Buddha Sobhita resolved: "When I am gone, let the relics of my body not remain in a mass but split into pieces and reach various places' and his Parinibbāna took place in Sīha Park. Accordingly his relics did not remain in a massive but dispersed all over Jambudīpa and were worshipped by beings humans, Devas and Brahmās.

Here ends Sobhita Buddhavaṁsa.
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7. Anomadassī Buddhavaṁsa

After the lapse of the aeon in which Buddha Sobhita lived came incalculable aeons of suñña-kappas, aeons devoid of Buddhas. Again, after these had passed, there appeared in a certain aeon three Buddhas, namely, Anomadassī, Paduma and Nārada. The first of these was the Buddha Anomadassī.

Having fulfilled the Perfections for sixteen asaṅkhyeyya and one hundred thousand aeons like other Bodhisattas he was reborn in Tusita. At the request of other Devas and Brahmās he came down to the human world to be conceived in the womb of Queen Yasodharā of King Yasavā in the city of Candavatī.

A strange thing happened then. As soon as prince Anomadassī was conceived, because of the prince's meritorious deeds, light spread out to the extent of eighty cubits, unsurpassed by the light of the sun and the moon.

When ten months had elapsed Queen Yasodharā gave birth to Prince Anomadassī in Sucandana Park.

On his naming day, he was given the name of Anomadassī by wise men; while the Bodhisatta was in the womb, there was incessant falling from the sky of the jewels called Anoma; hence he was so named.

Royal household life

When the Bodhisatta, prince Anoma, came of age he lived a divine-like household in three palaces, Sirī, Upasirī and Vaḍḍha with his Consort Sirimā, being entertained and waited upon by twenty-three thousand female attendants for ten thousand years.

Renunciation

While he was thus living Princess Sirimā gave birth to a son named Upavāṇa. Seeing the four omens, the Bodhisatta Prince
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Anomadassī went forth from household life on a palanquin and became a recluse. Three crores of men who were inspired by his act of renunciation also became recluses like him. Surrounded by these recluses the Bodhisatta practised dukkaracariyā for ten months.

Attainment of Buddhahood

Having practised thus he went on alms-round on the full moon day of Vesākha, the day of his Enlightenment, to the Brahmin village of Anupama, partook of the milk-rice offered by Anopamā, daughter of a wealthy man, then he passed the day in the local sala grove and proceeded alone to the Mahā Bodhi in the evening. On the way he obtained eight handfuls of grass from Anoma the Heretic. As soon as he spread the grass at the foot of ajjuna tree () there emerged under the tree the Aparājita Seat thirty-eight cubits in size, on which he sat cross-legged, mobilized his resources of fourfold energy, dispelled Mara's forces and, above all, attained Buddhahood, the state of a Perfectly Self-Enlightened One, Chief of the three worlds.

Having cut of the strings off attachment to saṁsāra and having overcome with his path-wisdom called kammakkhaya the deeds leading to the three kinds of existence, Buddha Anomadassī was able to expound the doctrine of the Eightfold Noble Path to Nibbāna.

The Buddha was like an ocean, being endowed with virtues that could not be disturbed. With attributes that made it difficult for insincere persons to approach him, he was also like Mount Meru. He was also like the vault of heaven because his qualities are boundless. Magnificent with his characteristic Marks large and small, he was like a great sāla tree in full bloom.

People were delighted to Buddha Anomadassī. Hearing the Buddha's teaching they attained Nibbāna which is deathless.
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Three occasions of Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

Having attained Buddhahood, Buddha Anomadassī stayed around the Bodhi tree for forty-nine days; then he accepted the Brahmā' s entreaty and surveyed the world of beings with his Buddha's Eye, namely, Āsayānusaya Ñāṇa, knowledge of inclination and latent tendencies of beings, and Indriyaparopariyatti Ñāṇa, knowledge of mature or immature controlling faculties of beings. Then he saw the three crores of his followers who had become recluse together with him and who were endowed with the merits of their past deeds conductive to attainment of the path, fruition and Nibbāna. Reflecting their present whereabouts, he saw them in Sudassana Park near the city of Subhavatī. He went there through the air, got down in the park and surrounded by the three crores of recluses, delivered the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta amidst the audience of Devas and men. On that occasion a hundred crores of beings, grasping the four Truths, attained liberation.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

At another time when he had performed the Twin Miracles near an asana tree close to Osadhi city, sitting on the emerald stone slab under it he caused the rain of Abhidhamma to fall for the three months of the Vassa. Then eighty crores of beings penetrated the four Truths and attained liberation.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at a later time when the Buddha gave an analytical discourse with regard to maṅgala, auspiciousness, seventy-eight crores of beings attained liberation through the knowledge of the Four Noble Truths.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)
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Three occasions of Disciple's meeting (sannipāta)

There were also meetings of Buddha Anomadassī's Disciples. At the first meeting Buddha Anomadassī recited instructive Pātimokkha in the midst of eight hundred thousand Arahants, they had already become ehi bhikkhu out of great faith at the time when he taught the Dhamma to king Isidatta in the city of Soreyya.

(This was the first Sannipāta.)

Again, when the Buddha was teaching king Sundarindhara (Madhurindhara) in the city of Rādhavati, he recited the instructive Pātimokkha in the midst of seven hundred thousand Arahants who had already become ehi bhikkhus out of faith.

(This was the second Sannipāta.)

Still again, the Buddha uttered the instructive Pātimokkha in the midst of six hundred thousand Arahants who had already become ehi bhikkhus together with king Soreyya in the city of the same name.

(This was the third Sannipāta.)

Future Buddha Gotama as Yakkha General received prophecy from Buddha Anomadassī

During the Dispensation of the Buddha Anomadassī, our future Buddha was a Yakkha General commanding several crores of powerful yakkhas; hearing that "a Buddha has appeared in the world" he visited the Buddha and created a magnificent pavilion decorated with very beautiful gems in which he performed a great alms-giving of food, drink, etc., to the Saṅgha headed by the Buddha for seven days.

While the Yakkha General was listening to the sermon given by the Buddha in appreciation of the meal, the Buddha made a prophetic declaration, saying: "One asaṅkhyeyya and a hundred thousand aeons from the present kappa, this Yakkha General will definitely become a Buddha by the name of Gotama."
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Particulars of Buddha Anomadassī

Buddha Anomadassī's birthplace was Candavatī City; his father was King Yasavā and his mother Queen Yasodharā.

He reigned for ten thousand years; his three palaces were Sirī, Upasirī and Vaḍḍha.

His Chief Consort was Sirimā Devī who had twenty three thousand maids of honours; his son was prince Upavāṇa.

It was a golden palanquin that he used as a vehicle when he renounced the world after seeing the four omens; he practised dukkaracariyā for ten months.

His two Chief Disciples were Nisabba Thera and Anoma Thera; his attendant was Varuṇa Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Sundarī Therī and Sumanā Therī, His Bodhi was a Ajjuna tree.

His lay supporters were Nandivaḍḍha and Sirivaḍḍha; his female supporters were Uppalā Upāsikā and Padumā Upāsikā.

Buddha Anomadassī's height was fifty-eight cubits: like the newly rising sun, the rays from his body issued as far as twelve yojanas.

The life-span during the time of Buddha Anomadassī was a hundred thousand years; he lived throughout the period equal to four-fifth of the life-span, rescuing beings-humans, Devas and Brahmās-from saṁsāric currents to place them on Nibbānic shores.

Buddha Anomadassī's Dispensation consisting of his noble teaching was resplendent with Noble Ones who were Arahants, undisturbed by pleasant and unpleasant conditions of the world and free of passions and other defilements.
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Saṁvega

Buddha Anomadassī who possessed boundless retinue and fame and his two Chief Disciples and others who were possessors of peerless qualities had all vanished. Unsubstantial and futile indeed are all conditioned things!

Cetiya

Buddha Anomadassī, conqueror of the five Māras, attained Parinibbāna in Dhammarama park. The cetiya built and dedicated to Buddha Anomadassī in that very park was twenty-five yojanas high.

(Two persons who would become Mahā Thera Sāriputta and Moggallāna prayed in the presence of Buddha Anomadassī for the state of Chief Disciples. This will be narrated later in the section on Gotama Chronicle.)

Here ends Anomadassī Buddhavaṁsa

8. Paduma Buddhavaṁsa

After the Parinibbāna of Buddha Anomadassī, the human life-span decreased from a hundred thousand years to ten years and then it increased again to asaṅkheyya and down it went again. When the life-span was a hundred thousand years, future Paduma Buddha, on complete fulfilment of the Perfections, enjoyed life in the celestial abode of Tusita in the tradition of Bodhisattas. Having agreed to the entreaty of other Devas and Brahmās, he came down to the human world to be conceived in the womb of Asama, Chief Queen of king Asama; when ten months had elapsed the Bodhisatta was born in the grove of campaka trees.

At the Bodhisatta's birth a rain of paduma lotuses fell from the sky over the whole of Jambudīpa reaching the surrounding seas. On his naming day therefore learned omen-readers and relatives named him Mahāpaduma.
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Royal household life

When the Bodhisatta Mahāpaduma came of age, living in three palaces of Nanduttara, Vasuttara and Yasuttara and being entertained and waited upon by thirty-three thousand female attendants under his Chief Consort Uttara Devi, he lived a divine like royal household life for ten thousand years.

Renunciation

While he was thus living, Princess Uttara gave birth to a son named Ramma; after seeing the four omens he went forth in celestial raiment riding a chariot drawn by thoroughbreds and became a recluse. Following his example a crore of men also became recluses. With these recluses, a crore in number, the Bodhisatta engaged in dukkaracariyā for eight months.

Attainment of Buddhahood

After striving thus for eight months on the day he was to become a Buddha the Bodhisatta enjoyed the milk-rice offered by Dhaññavati, daughter of a wealthy man named Sudhaññavati of the city of Dhaññavati. Having spent his time at midday in the local sala grove he went alone in the evening, leaving his companions, to the place where the Mahā Bodhi stood. On the way he accepted eight handfuls of grass given by Titthaka the heretic, and the moment he spread the grass under a great Sona Bodhi Tree (), there emerged the Aparājita seat of thirty-three cubits in size. Sitting cross-legged and mobilizing his resources of fourfold energy the Bodhisatta dispelled Māra's forces and attained the state of a Buddha, Omniscient and Fully Self-Enlightened One, Lord of the three worlds.

Three occasions of Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his attainment of Buddhahood, the Enlightened One Paduma spent forty-nine days in the neighbourhood of the Mahā Bodhi. Having accepted the Brahmā's request, he contemplated whom he should teach and saw his fellow recluses, numbering a
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crore; after mentally finding out their residence in Dhanañjaya garden near Dhaññavatī city, and taking his bowl and robe he travelled an aerial journey immediately to that place.

On seeing the Buddha coming from a distance, the recluses with faithful hearts welcomed him, taking his bowl and robe, prepared his seat, paying respects and took their seats around the Buddha. Then being thus surrounded Buddha Paduma, like the past Buddhas, taught the Dhammacakka sermon amidst the audience of men, Devas and Brahmās. On that occasion a hundred crores of man, Devas of Brahmās attained the unique Dhamma of Path and Fruition.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

At another time Buddha Paduma in an assembly of his relatives helped his younger brothers, Princes Sāla and Upasāla (Future Chief Disciples) and their retinues become monks and gave a sermon to ninety crores of men and Devas who attained the unique Path and Fruition.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at another time Buddha Paduma instructed the Venerable Ramma in Dhamma on which occasion eighty crores of beings - humans, Devas and Brahmās - attained realization of the Four Noble Truths and Liberation.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of Disciples' meeting (Sannipāta)

There were three occasions of the meetings of Buddha Paduma's Disciples; on the first occasion a king by the name of Subhāvitatta became an ehi bhikkhu together with his retinue of a hundred crores. At that meeting the Buddha gave Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the first sannipāta.)
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At a later time Buddha Paduma kept vassa relying upon Usabhavati as his resort for food. Then the Buddha taught the citizens who came to see him. Many of them developed their faith in the Buddha and became monks. On the full-moon day of Assayuja Buddha Paduma performed Visuddhi Pavāraṇa 10 with the monks of Usabhavati and others numbering three hundred thousand Arahants in all. (Visuddhi Pavāraṇa means the Pavāraṇa attended by Arahants only.)

[10. Formal ceremony concluding the rains-retreat in which a bhikkhu invites criticism from his brethren in respect of what has been seen, heard or suspected about his conduct.]

(This was the second sannipāta.)

When the lay men in the city who remained householders heard the fruits of kaṭhina-robe offering they offered a piece of kaṭhina cloth to the Saṅgha. Then members of Saṅgha formally dedicated it by reciting the formally of procedure (kammavaca) to the Thera Sala who was privileged to stay on the Buddha's right hand side as Dhammasenāpati, General of Dhamma. Monks then prepared to sew the robe collectively so that the sewing might be finished in the same day. As it was an act of the Order the Buddha himself helped them by putting the thread through the eye of a needle. When the sewing was done the Buddha and his three hundred thousand monks set out on a journey. After that the Buddha observed vassa in a forest that was like Gosiṅga grove of sala trees. While the Buddha was sojourning with his retinue people came to see him. Having listened to his sermon their faith in him increased and on being called by him, "Ehi bhikkhu", they became monks then and there. Then surrounded by two hundred thousand monks the Buddha performed Pavāraṇa.

(This was the third sannipāta.)

(The second and third sannipāta have been narrated as mentioned in the Commentary. According to the Pāḷi Text, however, the meeting of three hundred thousand where the sewing of the kaṭhina robe for the Chief Disciple Sala took
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place, it seems, should be taken as the second sannipāta. Although the Commentator knew this, he described the event somewhat differently from the Text. Since such a deviation was done in line with older Commentators who are believed to have grasped what was meant by the Buddha and since the meetings where Pavāraṇa was performed or Ovāda Pātimokkha was given are shown as the meetings of Disciples in the previous and later Buddhavaṁsa, the Commentary's order is followed in this work.)

Future Buddha Gotama as lion-king received the prophecy from Buddha Paduma

While Buddha Paduma was staying in that forest grove our Bodhisatta was king of lions. Seeing the Buddha observed in Nirodhasamāpatti, 'attainment of cessation', the lion-king developed faith in the Buddha, did obeisance by circumambulating him. Exulted with joy he roared three times and remained there for seven days without losing his ecstasy derived from the sight of the Buddha. Without going in search of food he stayed near the Buddha respectfully, at the risk of starvation.

When seven days had elapsed, on emerging from the Nirodhasamāpatti, Buddha Paduma saw the lion and made a wish: "May this lion have faith in the Order of monks also"; at the same time he resolved to have the Order near him: "May the monks come here!" Immediately several crores of monks arrived on the spot. The Bodhisatta developed faith in the Order also. After surveying and knowing the Bodhisatta's mind, Buddha Paduma made a prophetic declaration: "In future this lion-king will become a Buddha, Gotama by name,"

Having heard the Buddha's prophecy the Bodhisatta became even more devotionally inclined and resolutely determined to fulfil the ten Perfections more energetically.

Particulars of Buddha Paduma

Buddha Paduma's birthplace was Campaka City; his father was King Asama and his mother Queen Asamā.
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He reigned for ten thousand years; his three palaces were Nanduttara, Vasuttara and Yasuttara.

His Chief Consort was Uttarā who had thirty-three thousand maids of honour; his son was Prince Ramma.

His vehicle used for renunciation after seeing the four omens was a chariot drawn by thoroughbreds; he practised dukkaracariyā for eight months.

His two Chief Disciples were Sāla Thera and Upasāla Thera; his attendant was Varuṇa Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Rādhā Therī and Surādhā Therī; his Bodhi Tree was a Mahāsoṇa tree.

His noble lay attendants were the wealthy Bhiyya and Asama; his lay female attendants were Ruci Upāsikā and Nandarāmā Upāsikā.

Paduma Buddha's height was fifty-eight cubits; the rays that issued from his body diffused as far as he wished.

The lights of the moon, the sun, jewels, fire and rubies disappeared on encounting the body light of the Buddha.

The life-span during the lifetime of Paduma Buddha was a hundred thousand years and living for the four-fifths of the life-span he conveyed beings-humans, Devas and Brahmās-from the sea of saṁsāra to the land of Nibbāna,

Having caused the beings of mature faculties realize the Four Noble Truths even in his lifetime leaving out none, having taught other beings-humans, Devas and Brahmās-so that they might realise the Four Noble Truths, together with his several Disciple Arahants, Paduma Buddha attained Parinibbāna.

Saṁvega

Just as a snake sheds its old skin, as a tree discards its old leaves, as a bright fire becomes extinct after consuming up all its fuel, so the Buddha attained Parinibbāna, giving up all conditioned things (saṅkhāra), internal and external.
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In this way Buddha Paduma, Conqueror of the five evils (Māras) attained Parinibbāna in the park known as Dhammārāma. In accordance with his resolve, his relics dispersed the way mentioned before and went all over Jambudīpa and were honoured by humans, Devas and Brahmās.

Here ends Paduma Buddhavaṁsa.

