9. Nārada Buddhavaṁsa

After Buddha Paduma had attained Parinibbāna, the life-span of a hundred years decreased gradually down to ten years and from ten years it again increased up to asaṅkheyya. When it was ninety thousand years on its next decline Nārada Bodhisatta lived in Tusita as Bodhisattas did customarily on complete fulfilment of the Perfections. Having accepted the request made by Devas and Brahmās for becoming a Buddha, he came down to the abode of human beings to be conceived in the womb of Anomā, Chief queen of Universal Monarch Sudeva in the city of Dhaññavati. After ten months of his conception the Bodhisatta was born in Dhanañjaya garden.

On his naming day just when he was about to be named, there fell automatically from the sky, from wish-fulfilling trees, etc., various kinds of clothing and ornaments like a heavy rainfall. On account of this he was named Nārada; nara meaning ornaments befitting people and da one who gives, by name-giving wise men.

Royal household life

When Prince Nārada came of age, he lived in three palaces - Jita, Vijita and Abhirama - being entertained and waited upon by twelve hundred thousand female attendants headed by his Chief Consort Vijitasena; he thus enjoyed a divine-like royal household life for nine thousand years.
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Renunciation

While he was thus enjoying life Princess Vijitasenā gave birth to a son, Nanduttara by name. Having seen the four omens he put on various garments, perfume, flowers, etc., and being surrounded by his fourfold army he went to the garden on foot. Having taken off his ornaments and handed them over to his Treasurer, he cut off his hair with his own sword and threw it up into the sky.

Sakka, King of Devas, received it in a golden casket and built a shrine of seven kinds of jewels over it, three yojanas in height, in Tāvatiṁsa (on Mount Meru). Donning the robes offered by the Brahmā, the Bodhisatta became a recluse in that very garden. Following his example a hundred thousand men also became recluses.

(A noteworthy point here is: other Bodhisattas saw the omens while they were taking a trip to the royal garden to amuse themselves. On seeing the omens they were stirred by saṁvega and went forth not to the usual resort of the royal garden but to a remote region of forests and hills to renounce the world. The sight of seeing the omens and the locality of their renunciation were two different places. Because of a considerable distance between the two they had to take some forms of conveyance a vehicle such as an elephant, a horse, a chariot, etc.

But in the case of Buddha Nārada, it is to be noted that it was the royal garden where he came across the signs and it was the very garden where he stayed after renunciation. The Commentary says that Dhanañjaya garden was just outside the city.)

Attainment of Buddhahood

Buddha Nārada practised dukkaracariyā in the garden for seven days; on the full-moon of Vesākha, the day he was going to attain Enlightenment, he partook of the milk-rice offered by Princess Vijitasenā and spent the daytime in the same garden; in the evening he left behind all his followers and went alone to the Bodhi Tree; on
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the way he accepted eight handfuls of grass from Sudassana the gardener; as soon as he spread out the grass at the foot of a great Sona tree () there arose the Aparājita seat of fifty-seven cubits in extent. Sitting cross-legged on the seat the Bodhisatta put forth-energy of four levels, dispelled Māra's forces and attained Omniscience, becoming Perfectly Self-Enlightened One, Lord of the three worlds.

(The Buddhavaṁsa Commentary has this to say with regard to Nārada Buddha's Bodhi Tree, a great Sona tree; "The great Sona tree was ninety cubits high; it has a round smooth trunk; it possessed many forks and branches, dense and abundant foliage in dark green, closely knitted shade; as it was guarded by a spirit no birds could made it their resort; it was honoured as through it were a monarch among trees on the surface of the earth; it was full of branches adorned with red flowers, very delightful and pleasing to the eye. It thus served as an Elixir to those human and devas who saw it.)

Three occasions of Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After he had attained Buddhahood, Buddha Nārada passed forty-nine days in the neighbourhood of the Bodhi Tree; having accepted the Brahmā's request for teaching he contemplated whom he should teach first. Then he saw his companions in renunciation being endowed with meritorious qualities conducive to attainment of the Path and Fruition in. After reflecting on their residence he came to know that they were staying in Dhananjaya Park. Accordingly he took his bowl and robe and journeyed immediately through the air to the park.

At that time the hundred thousand monks saw the Buddha coming from a distance. With faithful hearts they welcomed the Buddha, took over his bowl and robe, prepared a seat for him, paid their respects to him and took their appropriate seats around the Buddha. Being surrounded thus Buddha Nārada taught the hundred thousand crores of his monks the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta amidst the audience of humans, Devas and Brahmās as did the
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former Buddhas; On that occasion one hundred crores of humans, Devas and Brahmās realized the supreme Dhamma of the Path and Fruition.

(This is the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

Once a Nāga king called Dona was ruling on the banks of Gaṅgā near the city of Mahādona. He was powerful, held in esteem and honour. If the local inhabitants did not propitiate him with an offering, he destroyed the locality either by total drought or by extremely heavy rainfall or by a rain of pebbles.

Then Buddha Nārada who had realized the other shore, of Nibbāna, foresaw a large number of people who would definitely attain the Path, Fruition and Nibbāna, as they were endowed with the merits of their past deeds qualifying them for such attainments if he would go and tame the Nāga King; accordingly, being accompanied by monks he travelled to the residence of the Nāga King.

When the people saw the Buddha they requested him saying: "Glorious Buddha, here lives a Nāga King, who is terribly venomous and mighty reigning terror in this region. Please do not come here last you should get hurt." The Buddha nevertheless went as though he did not hear their entreaty and sat down on the flowers spread in honour of the Nāga King.

The people then assembled, thinking: "We shall now see a battle between the Buddha, Lord of sages, and Dona the Nāga King." On seeing the Buddha sitting on the seat of flowers prepared for him, the Nāga King could not control his anger and made himself visible with emission of smoke. Using his psychic power the Buddha also emitted forth smoke in return. Again when the Nāga king sent forth blazing flames the Buddha sent back blazing flames by his power. The Nāga King became so severely affected by the flames from the Buddha he was not able to stand the suffering. Thinking, "I will kill the great monk by means of venom," the Nāga King discharged venom.
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Although the Nāga King's poisonous discharge was so virulent that it could destroy the whole of Jambudīpa, it was powerless to disturb a single hair on the Buddha's body. "How is the great monk?" wondered the Nāga King, "What is his condition?" When he surveyed thus he saw the Buddha with a face so serene and bright with the six rays like the sun and the full round moon in the month of Kattika of the autumnal season. Then he thought to himself: "This great monk is indeed powerful. Knowing not my own ability, I have wronged him," and took refuge in the Buddha. After taming the Nāga King thus the Buddha displayed the Twin Miracle of water and fire in order to arouse pious faith in the multitude gathered there. At that time ninety-thousand crores of humans and Devas were established in Arahantship.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

At another time Buddha Nārada instructed his son, Prince Nanduttara. Eighty-thousand Devas and humans attained the supreme Dhamma of the Path and Fruition.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of the Disciples' meeting (sannipāta)

There were three occasions of the meetings of Nārada Buddha's Disciples. The first occasion took place in the city of Thullakoṭṭhita, where the two Brahmin youths future Chief Disciples, Bhaddasāla and Vijitamitta, encountered Buddha Nārada who was seated boldly in the middle of a gathering; they were looking for the 'great pool of deathless Dhamma'. When the two youths saw the thirty-two marks of a superman on the body of the Buddha they concluded: "This man indeed is a Buddha who has removed the veil of ignorance in the world." Developing faith in the Buddha they became monks with their followers. After their establishment in Arahantship the Buddha recited Ovāda Pātimokkha in the midst of a hundred thousand crores of monks.

(This was the first sannipāta.)
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At another time at an assembly of his relatives Buddha Nārada related his life story with an introduction beginning from the episode of his aspiration for Buddhahood. Ninety-thousand crores of Arahants then met.

(This was the second sannipāta.)

At another time a Nāga King, Verocana by name, who had developed great faith in the Buddha on the occasion of the Buddha's taming of the Nāga King, Mahādona, created a huge pavilion of jewels, three gāvuta in size and let the Buddha and his retinue of monks stay inside the pavilion. He also invited his courtiers together with the people of the district to visit his pavilion. Presenting a concert of Nāga dancers in various costumes and ornaments he held a resounding ceremony of reverence, and performed a great almsgiving to the Buddha and his company of bhikkhus.

After finishing the meal, the Buddha gave a sermon in appreciation of the alms-food. Listening to the sermon the people developed faith in the Buddha and asked for monkhood. The Buddha then uttered, "Come monks," and they all became "Ehi bhikkhus." In the midst of eight million Ehi bhikkhus, the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the third sannipāta.)

Future Buddha Gotama as a hermit received prophecy from Buddha Nārada

At that time our Bodhisatta was a hermit who founded an hermitage in the Himalayas and lived there having mastered the five Abhiññā and the eight Samāpatti. Out of compassion for Bodhisatta hermit, Buddha Nārada visited the hermitage in the company of eighty crores of lay disciples who were all Anāgāmi.

The noble hermit was glad to see the Buddha; he then created another residence for the Buddha and his bhikkhus. The whole night the hermit extolled the Buddha relating all his attributes and listened to his sermon. The next morning he went to the Northern Continent (by his psychic power) and brought back cooked rice and other kinds of food which he offered to the Buddha and his followers of bhikkhus and lay disciples.
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In this way the Bodhisatta offered food for seven days, after which he paid homage to the Buddha with priceless red sandalwood from the Himalayas. Then Buddha Nārada after delivering a sermon, prophesied: "A Buddha you will certainly become in future."

After hearing the Buddha's prophecy the Bodhisatta became very happy and resolved to fulfil the Perfections even more energetically.

Particulars of Nārada Buddha

Buddha Nārada's birthplace was Dhaññavatī city; his father was the Universal Monarch Sudeva and his mother Queen Anomā.

He reigned for nine thousand years; his three palaces were Jita, Vijita and Abhirāma.

His Chief Consort was Vijitasenā who had forty-three thousand maids of honour and his son Nanduttara.

Seeing the four omens he went forth on foot without taking a vehicle. He practised dukkaracariyā for seven days.

His two Chief Disciples were Bhaddasāla Thera and Vijitamitta Thera. His attendant was Vāseṭṭha Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Uttarā Therī and Phaggunī Therī; His Bodhi Tree was a great Soṇa tree.

His noble lay attendants were the wealthy Uggarinda and Vasabha; his noble female attendants were Indāvarī Upāsikā and Vaṇdī (Gaṇḍi) Upāsikā.

Buddha Narada's height was eighty-eight cubits; he was dignified in the ten-thousand world-system of jātikhetta like a column of gold erected as an object of honour; besides, rays issued here and there from his body and extended for a yojana day and night without interruption.

[201]

While Buddha Nārada was alive, because of the dazzling brilliance of the Buddha's rays people living within a yojana did not have to light torches.

The life-span during Nārada Buddha's time was ninety thousand; he lived throughout the period equal to four-fifths of the life-span, rescuing beings such as humans, Devas and Brahmās from samsāric waters to lace them on Nibbānic shores.

As the sky is exquisitely beautiful with stars and planets, so was Buddha Nārada's dispensation with noble Arahants.

For those (other than Arahants) who remained worldling and trainees (sekkhas), the Buddha constructed the huge strong bridge of Magga to cross over the samsāric current easily having done all his tasks as a Buddha, he attained Parinibbāna with his several Arahant-Disciples.

Saṁvega

Buddha Nārada who was equal only to peerless Buddhas and the Arahants who are endowed with matchless glory had all vanished. Unsubstantial and futile indeed are all conditioned things!

Cetiya

Thus Buddha Nārada, conqueror of the five Māras, attained Parinibbāna in the city of Sudassana. In that very city was erected a cetiya four yojanas in height dedicated to Buddha Nārada.

Here ends Nārada Buddhavaṁsa.
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10. Padumuttara Buddhavaṁsa

(One-Buddha aeon is Sāra, two Manda and three Vara; Sāramanda denotes four while Bhaddaka five; If not a single Buddha appears, the aeon is Suñña.

This implies that an aeon in which only one Buddha appears is called Sāra-kappa; two Buddhas, Manda-kappa; three Buddhas, Vara-kappa; five Buddhas; Bhadda-kappa; that in which no Buddha appears at all is called Suñña-kappa. The aeon in which three Buddhas such as Anomadassī Buddha, Paduma Buddha and Nārada Buddha appeared is therefore Vara-Kappa.)

After the Vara-kappa in which appeared the Buddhas Anomadassī, Paduma and Nārada had come to an end incalculable aeons (one asaṅkhyeyya) passed. Then in one kappa, a hundred thousand aeons before the present one, there appeared Padumuttara Buddha.

(This particular aeon was Sāra-kappa as Buddha Padumutta alone appeared then, yet it resembled a Manda Kappa of two Buddhas because of its delightful features. In the aeon to which Buddha Padumuttara belonged there lived only people who abounded in meritoriousness.)

The Chronicle of Buddha's Padumuttara appearance is this: having completed his fulfilment of the Perfections Bodhisatta Padumuttara was reborn in Tusita following the tradition of Bodhisattas. Having agreed to the entreaty of Devas and Brahmās he descended to the human abode and was conceived in the womb of sujātā, Queen of King Ananda, in the city of Hamsavati. When ten months had elapsed the Bodhisatta was born in the royal garden of Hamsavati.

When Prince Padumuttara was born a rain of Paduma lotuses fell and his relatives gave him the name of Padumuttara.
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Royal household life

When he came of age he enjoyed the divine-like royal household life living for ten thousand years in three palaces such as Naravahana, Yasavahana and Vasavatti and being entertained and served by one hundred and twenty thousand female attendants headed by his Chief Consort Vasudatta.

Renunciation

While he was thus living the royal household life, Princess Vasudatta gave birth to a son named Uttara; having seen the four omens he resolved to undertake the noble task of renunciation. No sooner had he thus resolved than Vasavatti Palace rotated thoroughly like a potter's wheel and rose up to the sky; then it moved on its course like the moon and other heavenly bodies and descended onto the ground with the Bodhi Tree at its centre.

The Bodhisatta got down from the palace and put on the lotus robes offered by the Brahmā and became a recluse at that very place. The palace returned to the city and stood at its original site. Except womenfolk, all those who accompanied the Bodhisatta also turned themselves into recluses.

Attainment of Buddhahood

Buddha Padumuttara practised dukkaracariyā with his companions for seven days; on the full-moon day of Vesākha, the day of his Enlightenment, he ate the milk-rice offered by Rucananda, daughter of the local wealthy man of Ujjeni Nigama; having passed the daytime in a sala grove he went alone in the evening to the Bodhi Tree; on the way he accepted eight handfuls of grass offered by a heretic named Sumitta and as soon as he spread the grass at the foot of the Bodhi Tree, Salala () there arose the Aparājita Pallaṅka measuring thirty-eight cubits; sitting cross-legged on the pallaṅka he mustered up his energy of four levels and dispelled Māra's forces; he acquired Pubbenivāsa Ñāṇa in the first watch of the night, Dibbacakkhu Ñāṇa in the middle watch and contemplated the Paṭiccasamuppāda Dhamma in the third watch. After contemplating it, the Bodhisatta emerged from the fourth
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Jhāna of respiration, and viewed the five aggregates with their characteristics; by means of the knowledge of rise and fall (Udayabbaya Ñāṇa) of all (conditioned) things he contemplated the impermanent in fifty modes 11,and developed Vipassanā insight up to Gotrabhū Ñāṇa, Knowledge of overcoming worldly ties; through the Ariya Magga he realized all the attributes of Buddhas (i.e. he attained Buddhahood) and uttered the verse of elation, "Anekajātisaṁsāraṁ … taṇhānaṁ khayamajjhagā", an utterance made customarily by all Buddhas.

[11. Ten modes for each of the five khandhas make 50 altogether. The ten modes are enumerated in the Paṭisambhidā Magga Commentary as follows: Impermanent (anicca), crumbling (paloka), unstable (cala), disintegrating (pabhangu), uncertain (addhuva), mutable (viparinama dhamma), essence-less (asara), unprosperous (vibhava) and liable to death (maraṇa dhamma).]

No sooner had the Bodhisatta become a Buddha than a rain of lotuses fell as though to adorn every thing in the ten-thousand world-system.

What is particularly noteworthy is:

After becoming an Enlightened One, Buddha Padumuttara stayed absorbed in the Phalasamāpatti for seven days under the Bodhi Tree (in the first week); on the eighth day he thought he would set his foot on the ground, and as he was trying to put down his right foot on the ground, paduma lotuses which normally flower in water miraculously pushed through the earth and appeared under his feet.

Each lotus leaf measured nine cubits, each stamen filament holding pollen thirty cubits, each another twelve cubits and each bloom had pollen that would fill nine water jars.

Buddha Padumuttara was fifty-eight cubits tall; the measurement between the two arms was eighteen cubits; that of his forehead five cubits and that of each hand and leg

[205]

eleven cubits. As his leg of eleven cubits trod on the another pollen of twelve cubits, about nine jar-fulls of pollen rose up and spread all over his body of fifty eight cubits in height as though powder of red ointment and sulphuret of arsenic was sprinkled on it. On account of this particular happening the Buddha was renowned as Buddha Padumuttara.

(This was the description made by reciters of the Saṁyutta Nikāya.)

Three occasion of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

Having attained Buddhahood, Buddha Padumuttara stayed near the Mahā Bodhi (Salala) Tree for seven weeks; and having accepted the Brahmā's request he thought of whom he should teach first and saw Prince Devala and Prince Sujāta (Future Chief Disciples) who were endowed with the merits of their past deeds leading to the Path, Fruition and Nibbāna. Then he thought of their whereabouts and came to know that they were staying in Mithila. Accordingly taking his bowl and robe, the Buddha immediately travelled an aerial journey to the garden of Mithila City.

Buddha Padumuttara then sent the gardener for the two princes, who discussed thus among themselves "Our uncle's son Prince Padumuttara after becoming a Buddha has come to our place of Mithila city. We shall now go and see him." Then they approached the Buddha with their retinues and sat down at suitable places.

Buddha Padumuttara appeared resplendent with the princes waiting upon him like the full moon attended upon by stars, and taught the audience of Devas and humans led by the princes the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta that was customarily delivered by all previous Buddhas. At that time a hundred thousand crores of Devas and humans attained the Path, Fruition and Nibbāna.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

At another time when Sarada the Hermit, who appeared before Buddha Padumuttara was teaching his followers some evil doctrine, that would lead to rebirth in woeful states, the Buddha went to Sarada's assembly and taught numerous people his Dhamma, giving
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them illustrations of dangers of rebirth in niraya (abode of intense suffering). At that time thirty-seven hundred thousand Devas and humans including the disciples of Sarada attained the Path, Fruition and Nibbāna.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at another time the Buddha's father, King Ānanda sent twenty ministers with twenty thousand men to bring back Buddha Padumuttara, who was staying at Mithilā, to his home city Haṁsavatī (the way King Suddhodana did for his son Buddha Gotama.) On arriving in the presence of the Buddha in Mithila, the twenty ministers and their twenty thousand men were called "Come, O monks" by the Buddha after giving them a sermon. They all therefore became ehi bhikkhus. Accompanied by them all he travelled to Haṁsavatī and stayed in the city to up-lift the royal father spiritually.

Like our Buddha Gotama who visited Kapilavatthu and narrated the Chronicle of Buddhas in the assembly of his relatives, Buddha Padumuttara taught Buddhavaṁsa in the midst of his relatives while walking on the jewel walk in the sky. At that time five million Devas and humans attained the Path, Fruition and Nibbāna.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of the Disciples meeting (sannipāta)

The meetings of Padumuttara's Disciples took place also three times. At the first meeting of a hundred thousand crores of bhikkhus on the full-moon day of the month of Māgha, the Buddha recited Ovāda Pātimokkha in the garden nearby also named Mithila.

(This was the first sannipāta.)

At another time after keeping vassa on Mount Vebhāra the Buddha taught numerous people who had come to see him; on being called by the Buddha "Come O monks", ninety crores of them became ehi bhikkhus. At the meeting of these bhikkhus the Buddha recited Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the second sannipāta.)

[207]

Still at another time Buddha Padumuttara, Lord of the three worlds, while travelling in order to help multitudes of people get free from the bonds of defilements, recited Ovāda Pātimokkha at the meeting of eighty thousand monks, who as lay men had gone forth in renunciation from various villages, market-towns, districts and countries.

(This was the third sannipāta.)

Future Buddha Gotama as a governor received prophecy from Buddha Padumuttara

At that time our Future Buddha Gotama was Jatila, governor of a province and rich by the crore; he performed a great alms-giving of food and clothing-material to the Saṅgha with the Buddha at its head. At the end of the sermon delivered in appreciation of the almsgiving, the Buddha prophesied of the governor: "A hundred thousand aeons from now this man will certainly become a Buddha named Gotama."

On hearing the Buddha's prophecy the Bodhisatta was extremely happy and determined to fulfil the ten Perfections even more energetically.

Unusual features of Buddha Padumuttara's Dispensation

When Buddha Padumuttara appeared, the opposing heretics holding wrong views, were unhappy, distressed, powerless and fading away. They received no respect, no generosity and the like even from a few people; in fact, they were driven out of the country.

Then the heretics met together and approached the Buddha with these words: "Most energetic, heroic, Venerable Sir, may you be our Refuge."

The Compassionate Buddha Padumuttara established the heretics who had come to him, in the Three Refuges together with the observance of the five precepts.
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In this way the Dispensation of Buddha Padumuttara was free of heretics holding wrong views. It was indeed marvellous with Arahants who were accomplished in the five kinds of mastery, who were not affected by (vicissitudes) of the world and who had the virtues of sīla, samādhi, paññā and khantī.

Particulars of Buddha Padumuttara

Padumuttara Buddha's birthplace was Hamsavati City; his father was King Ananda and his mother Queen Sujātā.

He reigned for ten thousand years; his three palaces were Naravāhana, Yasavahana and Vasavattī.

His Chief Consort was Vasudatta who was attended upon by forty-three thousand maids of honour; his son was Prince Uttara.

(The number of the maids is given as a hundred and twenty thousand in the section on 'royal household life' but here it is mentioned as forty-three thousand; the two numbers therefore seems inconsistent. It should be noted, however, that the former was the total number of maids serving the Princess the latter was the number of maids in each batch that waited upon the Princess at a time.)

The vehicle during his renunciation after seeing the four omens was a palace; he practised dukkaracariyā for seven days.

His two Chief Disciples were Devala Thera and Sujāta Thera; his attendant was Sumana Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Amitā Therī and Asamā Therī; his Bodhi Tree was a salala tree.

His noble lay attendants were the wealthy men, Vitiṇṇa and Tissa; his noble female attendants were Haṭṭhā Upāsikā and Vicittā Upāsikā.

Buddha Padumuttara's height was fifty-eight cubits; endowed with thirty-two marks of a superman, he was like a column of gold erected as an object of worship.
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The rays issuing from the Buddha's body cannot be hindered by gates, doors, walls, trees, high and huge earthen hills, rocky mountains and the like; in fact, the rays shone forth within the surrounding area of twelve yojanas.

The life-span during Buddha Padumuttara's time was a hundred thousand years; he lived for eighty thousand years, (four-fifths of the life-span) and rescued many beings - humans, Devas and Brahmās - from the currents of saṁsāra to place them on the shores of Nibbāna.

Saṁvega

Having eradicated all kinds of doubt in beings whom he conveyed to Nibbāna, Buddha Padumuttara with his bhikkhu disciples, attained the end of his existence (just as a great mass of fire became extinct after burning brightly)!

Cetiya

In this way Buddha Padumuttara, Conqueror of the five Māras, attained Parinibbāna in Nanda Park. In the park (as has been said before) the cetiya dedicated to him was twelve yojanas in height.

Here ends Padumuttara Buddhavaṁsa.

11. Sumedha Buddhavaṁsa

After the lapse of the aeon in which Buddha Padumuttara appeared, there passed seventy thousand Suñña Kappas devoid of Buddhas; in one kappa three thousand aeons; before present one these appeared two Buddhas: Sumedha and Sujāta. (It was a Manda Kappa.)

Of these two Buddhas, the former, Sumedha, as a Bodhisatta, on complete fulfilment of the Perfections was, reborn in Tusita following the tradition of Bodhisattas. Having accepted the request made by Devas and Brahmās for becoming a Buddha, he descended
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to the human world to be conceived in the womb of Sudatta, Queen of King Sudatta. When ten months had passed the Bodhisatta was born in Sudassana royal gardens.

Royal household life

When he came of age Prince Sumedha lived in three palaces, namely, Sucandana, Kancana and Sirivaddhana, entertained and served by his Chief Consort Sumanā and her forty-eight thousand maids of honour thus enjoying a divine-like royal household life for nine thousand years.

Renunciation

While he was thus living a royal household life, Princess Sumanā gave birth to a son named Punabbasu, having seen the four omens, he renounced the world riding an elephant and became a recluse. Following his example, one hundred crores of men became recluses.

Attainment of Buddhahood

Bodhisatta Sumedha observed dukkaracariyā with the hundred crores of recluses for fifteen days (for eight months according to the Sinhalese version). On the day of his Enlightenment, the full-moon day of Vesākha, he ate the milk-rice offered by Nakula, daughter of a wealthy man of Nakula village, and spent the daytime in the local sala grove. In the evening leaving his companions, he went alone (to the Bodhi Tree), and on the way accepted eight handfuls of grass from a heretic named Sirivaddhana. As soon as he spread the grass under the Mahā Bodhi (Mahanipa ()) there appeared the Aparājita Pallaṅka of fifty-seven cubits. Sitting cross-legged on the Pallaṅka the Bodhisatta mustered his energy of four levels, dispelled Māra's forces and attained the state of a Buddha, Omniscient, and Perfectly Self-Enlightened One, Lord of the three worlds.
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Three occasions of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

Having attained Buddhahood Buddha Sumedha stayed near the Mahā Bodhi for seven weeks; agreeing to the entreaty made by the Brahmā, he saw his younger half brothers, Princes Sarana and Sabbakama (future Chief Disciples), and also the hundred crores of recluses, who were his companions in renunciation. He then went through the space immediately to their residence of Sudassana royal gardens near the city of Sudassana.

On seeing the Buddha from a distance the hundred crores of recluses with faithful heart welcomed, taking his bowl and robe, prepared his seat, paid respects and took their seats around the Buddha. Then the Buddha sent the gardener for his brothers Princes Sarana and Sabhakama and taught the Dhammacakkappavattana Discourse to them all including Devas and humans, who had come to listen to him. At that time one hundred thousand crores of Devas and men attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

At another time, having entered into engaged in Mahākaruṇā samāpatti, "attainment of great compassion" in the morning and surveyed the beings who were ripe for liberation Buddha Sumedha saw a yakkha named Kumbhakanna, a man-eating demon who revealed his terrible appearance at an entrance of a thick forest making the forest tracks deserted; taking nobody, Buddha Sumedha went alone to the yakkha's dwelling and, after entering it, sat down on a prepared seat.

Then Kumbhakanna became furious like an extremely poisonous snake struck with a stick and, to threaten the Buddha, he assumed a horrible shape with his head like a mountain, with his eyes opened wide and bright like sunrays: his long and broad fangs like ploughshares; his belly skin (dark blue), flabby and pendulous; his nose concave in the middle, convex at its base and tip and terrifyingly ugly; his mouth wide and reddened like a mountain cavity; his hair thick, tawny and rough; in this most terrible appearance he stood before the Buddha, breathing forth smoke and flames towards him and showered on him rain of rocks, rain of mountains, fire, hot water, hot mud, hot ashes, arms, burning coal, and hot
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sand; despite this rain of ninefold weapons, the yakkha was unable to ruffle even a single hair on the Buddha's body. Thinking to himself, "I will kill him by asking a question" he put a question like the yakkha Ālavaka 12, to the Buddha by successfully tackling the yakkha's question Sumedha Buddha tamed him.

[12. Yakkha Alavaka: The best known yakkha of Buddha Gotama's lifetime. He was king of Alavi. Once while he was away, the Buddha came to his palace and preached his women-folk. Hearing of the Buddha's intrusion, the furious Alavaka hurried home and tried to drive the Buddha out of his residence, but in vain, on the contrary, it was the Buddha who succeeded in softening the yakkha's anger. Yet the yakkha asked some questions just to fatigue the Buddha, who answered them all to Ālavaka's satisfaction, making him a sotāpanna.]

On the second day which happened to be, the day the ruler of a nearby country was supposed to sacrifice his son to the yakkha, the countrymen brought cart-loads of food and offered it together with the prince to the yakkha. But the yakkha offered the Buddha the prince whom he was to devour. Having heard the good news the people who were waiting at the entrance of the forest approached the Buddha. In that assembly Buddha Sumedha gave the yakkha a suitable sermon and helped ninety thousand crores of beings attain the knowledge of the Path.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still on another occasion on Buddha Sumedha taught the Four Noble Truths to Devas and humans in the gardens of Sirinandana near the city of Upakari. At that time eighty thousand crores of them attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of the Disciples meeting (sannipāta)

There were three sannipāta, meetings of Buddha Sumedha's Disciples. At the first meeting the Buddha was in the city of Sudassana. Then one hundred crores of Arahants happened to have congregated.

(This was the first sannipāta.)
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At another time the Buddha kept vassa on Mount Deva. When kaṭhina ceremony was held after the vassa ninety crores of monks assembled.

(This was the second sannipāta.)

Still at another time the Buddha set out on a journey. Then the eighty crores of monks who followed the Buddha on his journey met.

(This was the third sannipāta.)

Future Buddha Gotama as the youth Uttara received prophecy from Buddha Sumedha

At that time our Bodhisatta was a young man named Uttara which means one who excels all others in virtues; he gave the Saṅgha headed by the Buddha his wealthy of eighty crores accumulated at his residence. After hearing the Buddha's sermon he was established in the three Refuges and became monk in the Dispensation of the Buddha. When the discourse given in appreciating of the offering was over, the Buddha uttered the prophecy; "This young man Uttara will indeed become a Buddha named Gotama in future."

Hearing the Buddha's prophecy the Bodhisatta was overjoyed and resolved to fulfil the Perfections even more.

Uttara became a monk and shouldered his religious responsibilities and accomplished in studying the Buddha's ninefold teaching of Suttas and Vinaya, thus promoting the splendour of his Dispensation.

Mindfully cultivating and developing his virtues as a monk in three postures of sitting, standing and walking (but entirely without lying down) he reached not only the eight attainments but the apex of the five psychic powers and on his death was reborn in the Brahmā abode.
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Particulars of Buddha Sumedha

Buddha Sumedha's birthplace was Sudassana; his father was King Sudatta and his mother Queen Sudatta.

He reigned for nine thousand years; his three palaces were Sucandana, Kañcana and Sirivaḍḍhana.

His Chief Consort was Sumanā having eighty-four thousand maids of honour; his son was Prince Punabbasu.

His two Chief Disciples were Saraṇa Thera and Sabbakāma Thera; his attendant was Sāgara Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Ramā Therī and Suramā Therī; his Bodhi Tree was a Mahānīpa tree.

His noble lay supporters were the wealthy persons, Uruvela and Yasava; his noble female supporters were Yasodharā Upāsikā and Sirimā Upāsikā.

His height was eighty-eight cubits; the rays emanating from his body spread all over the directions like the moon lighting up the sky and its stars.

Or, the Buddha's body rays spread everywhere in the area of one yojana like the Universal Monarch's ruby shining all around to the extent of a yojana.

The life-span during Buddha Sumedha's time was ninety thousand years; he lived throughout for four-fifths of the life-spans and rescued such beings as humans, Devas and Brahmās from saṁsāric waters to place them on Nibbānic shores.

Buddha Sumedha's Dispensation witnessed numerous Noble Arahants (Arahants were everywhere in his Dispensation) who were endowed with the threefold Knowledge and the sixfold Psychic Power, who were possessed of energy, who were undisturbed by the vicissitude of the world, who had the ability to view things, pleasant or unpleasant, in one and the same manner.
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Those Noble Arahants of incomparable fame were all liberated from defilements and free of four upadhi, bases of existence; the Arahants who were the Buddha's disciples having large retinues shed the light of their wisdom and attained peaceful Nibbāna.

Cetiya

In this way Buddha Sumedha, Conqueror of the five Māras, attained Parinibbāna in the gardens of Medha. As has been said before the relics dispersed in accordance with his resolve and existed all over Jambudīpa being honoured by beings such as humans, Devas and Brahmās.

Here ends Sumedha Buddhavaṁsa.

12. Sujāta Buddhavaṁsa

After Buddha Sumedha had attained Parinibbāna, the life-span of human beings gradually decreased from ninety thousand years down to ten and then it increased up to asaṅkhyeyya. When the life-span reached ninety thousand years on its next decrease Bodhisatta Sujāta was reborn in Tusita on complete fulfilment of the Perfections in the tradition of Bodhisattas. Having agreed to the entreaty of Devas and Brahmās for becoming a Buddha he descended to the human world to be conceived in the womb of Queen Pabhavati of King Uggaha in the city of Sumaṅgala. Ten months thereafter the Bodhisatta was born.

On his naming day wise men who were to give him a name, named him Sujāta on account of the fact that at the time of his birth all the people in Jambudīpa experienced both physical and mental happiness.

Royal household life

When he came of age he lived in three palaces, namely Siri, Upasiri and Nanda, being entertained and served by Princess Sirinanda and her twenty-three thousand maids of honour for nine thousand years.
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Renunciation

When the Bodhisatta had seen the four omens and when Princess Sirinanda had given birth to a son named Upasena, he went forth in renunciation riding the state steed name Haṁsavāha and became a recluse. A crore of men were inspired and became recluses themselves.

Attainment of Buddhahood

Bodhisatta Sujāta practised dukkaracariyā with that crore of recluses for nine months. On the full-moon day of Vesākha, the day of his Enlightenment, he ate the milk-rice offered by the daughter of the wealthy man Sirinandana of the city of Sirinandana and spent the daytime in the local sāla grove. In the evening he proceeded alone to the Mahā Bodhi, accepted on the way eight handfuls of grass offered by Sunanda the Heretic. As soon as he spread the grass at the foot of the Bodhi Tree, Mahā veḷu () there rose the Aparājita Pallaṅka measuring thirty-three cubits on which he sat cross-legged and mustered his energy of four levels and dispelled Māra and his army and attained Omniscient, Perfectly Self-Enlightened Buddhahood, state of the Chief of the three worlds.

Three occasions of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

Having attained Buddhahood, and stayed in the neighbourhood of Mahā Bodhi for forty-nine days the Buddha accepted the Brahmā's request and contemplated as to whom he should teach first; then he saw his (half) younger brother Prince Sudassana and his Purohita's son, youthful Sudeva, who were endowed with the merits of their past deeds leading to the Path, Fruition and Nibbāna. Resolving to teach them first he immediately travelled through space to Sumaṅgala Park near Sumaṅgala City and sent the gardener for the Prince Sudassana and the youth Sudeva. To the audience of Devas and humans headed by the two, the Buddha delivered the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta that was taught by previous Buddhas as a rule. At that time eighty crores of Devas and humans attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)
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At another time Buddha Sujāta defeated the heretics by displaying the Twin Miracle of water and fire near the sala tree close to the gate of Sudassana Royal Park, and while observing vassa on the emerald stone slab placed at the foot of Pāricchattaka tree in Sakka's abode of Tāvatiṁsa, the Buddha taught the Abhidhamma. On that occasion of the Abhidhamma teaching, three million seven hundred thousand of Devas and Brahmās attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at another time Buddha Sujāta paid a visit to his father in the city of Sumaṅgala. Then six million Devas and humans attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of the Disciple's meeting (Sannipāta)

There were three meetings of Buddha Sujāta's Disciples: the first was at Sudhamma near Sudhammavatī City where the Buddha taught people who had come to him, admitted six million men into the Order by calling them "Ehi bhikkhu", and recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha amidst them.

(This was the first sannipāta.)

At another time when Buddha Sujāta descended from Tāvatiṁsa, a meeting of five million monks took place.

(This was the second sannipāta.)

Still at another time when the Chief Disciple, Sudassana Thera, who sat on the right side of the Buddha took four hundred thousand men to the Buddha the men had decided among themselves to go forth on hearing that "the Buddha's younger brother Prince Sudassana had become a monk in the presence of the Buddha and had attained Arahantship and were thus inspired. The Buddha gave them instructions, made them Ehi bhikkhus and recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha at their meeting of four features.

(This was the third sannipāta.)
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Future Buddha Gotama as Universal Monarch received prophecy from Buddha Sujāta

At that time our Bodhisatta was a Universal Monarch; hearing that there had appeared a Buddha in the world he approached the Buddha, listened to the Dhamma discourse, offered his kingship with his seven treasures to the Saṅgha led by the Buddha with the Buddha at its head and became a monk. The inhabitants of Jambudīpa made themselves monastery-keepers (monastic attendants), collected taxes from his domain and constantly supplied the Buddha and his Saṅgha with the four requisites of robes, food, shelter and medicines.

Then Buddha Sujāta made a prophecy: "He will indeed become a Buddha in future."

Having received the Buddha's prophecy the Bodhisatta was most rejoiced and determined to fulfil the ten Perfections even more energetically.

He joined the Saṅgha of Buddha Sujāta and became accomplished in the studies of the Buddha's teachings which are of nine divisions together with the Sutta and Vinaya. Thus he contributed to the beauty of the Buddha's Dispensation.

Having cultivated the practice of Brahmā Vihāra Bhāvanā, meditation leading to rebirth in the Brahmā abode, without absentmindedness in three postures of sitting, standing and walking (but not in the posture of lying down), he reached the apex not only of the eight attainments but also of the five Psychic Powers, and on his death was reborn in the world of Brahmā.

Particulars of Buddha Sujāta

Buddha Sujāta's birthplace was Sumaṅgala City; his father was King Uggata and his mother Queen Pabhāvati.

He reigned for nine thousand years; his three palaces were Siri, Upasiri and Nanda.
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His Chief Consort was Sirinandā who had twenty-three thousand maids of honour; his son was Prince Upasena.

He renounced the world, riding a horse, after seeing the four omens; he practised dukkaracariyā for nine months.

His two Chief Disciples were Sudassana Thera and Sudeva Thera; his attendant was Nārada Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Nāgā Therī and Nagasamālā Therī; his Bodhi Tree was Mahāveḷu (a great bamboo plant).

(The bamboo plant had a massive trunk; its leaves were so luxuriant that there was no space to let the sunlight go through; it was pleasant to look at, straight and big and thus attractive. It grew from one stem and from that one stem came out branches very beautiful like the feathers of a peacock's tail well tied together. The bamboo plant had absolutely no thorns; its branches spread out in the four directions and were not so sparse, thus providing a delightful, cool and dense shade.)

His noble lay attendants were the wealthy men Sudatta and Citta; his noble female lay attendants were Subhaddā Upāsikā and Padumā Upāsikā.

Buddha Sujāta's height was fifty cubits; he was endowed with all the good physical qualities.

Buddha Sujāta's physical rays (resembling those of past incomparable Buddhas) emanated from various parts of the Buddha's body towards all directions as much as he desired. They could not be likened to any thing; they were beyond all comparisons.

The life-span during the time of Buddha Sujāta was ninety thousand years, and living for four-fifths of the life-span, the Buddha saved beings - humans, Devas and Brahmās - from the currents of saṁsāra to place them on the shores of Nibbāna.
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Just as the rising waves look wonderful in the ocean, like the stars and planets twinkling and shining look marvellous in the sky, even so Buddha Sujāta's Dispensation shone forth with Arahants.

Saṁvega

That Buddha Sujāta who was to be likened to past peerless Buddhas and the attributes of that peerless Buddha Sujāta had all vanished. Unsubstantial and futile indeed are all conditioned things!

Cetiya

In this way Buddha Sujāta, Conqueror of the five Māras, attained Parinibbāna in Silarama Park. In that very park (as has been said before) the cetiya dedicated to him was three gāvuta high.

Here ends Sujāta Buddhavaṁsa.

