13. Piyadassī Buddhavaṁsa

When the aeon in which Buddha Sujāta appeared had come to an end and one thousand eight hundred aeons ago, in a certain (Vara) aeon there appeared three Buddhas, namely, Piyadassī, Atthadassī and Dhammadassī. The story of Piyadassī, the first of these three, is as follows.

On completion of his fulfilment of the Perfections, Bodhisatta Piyadassī was reborn in Tusita in the tradition of Bodhisattas. Having agreed to the entreaty of Devas and Brahmās for becoming a Buddha, he descended to the human world to be conceived in the womb of Queen Candā, Queen of King Sudatta in the city of Sudhaññavati; when ten months had elapsed the Bodhisatta was born in the garden named Varuṇa.

The Bodhisatta was given the name of Piyadassī as delightful miracles were manifest to multitudes of people on his naming day.
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Royal household life

When the Bodhisatta came of age he lived in three palaces of Sunimmala, Vimala and Giriguha, being entertained and served by Princess Vimalā and her thirty-three thousand maids of honour for nine thousand years and thus enjoying a divine like royal household life.

Renunciation

After seeing the four omens and after Princess Vimalā had given birth to a son named Kancanavela, he went forth in a chariot drawn by thoroughbred steeds. A crore of men were inspired and became recluses themselves.

Attainment of Buddhahood

With that crore of recluses Bodhisatta Piyadassī practised dukkaracariyā for six months; on the full-moon day of Vesākha, the day of his Enlightenment, he partook of the milk-rice offered by the daughter of Brahmin Vasabha, resident of the Brahmins' village of Varuṇa and spent the daytime in the local sala grove and went alone to Mahā Bodhi in the evening; on the way he accepted eight handfuls of grass offered by Sujāta the heretic; as soon as he spread the grass under the Bodhi Tree, kakudha () there appeared the Aparājita Pallaṅka, measuring fifty-three cubits on which he sat cross-legged, and mustering his energy of four levels, he drove away Māra's forces and attained Omniscient, Perfectly Self-Enlightened Buddhahood, state of the Chief of the three worlds.

Three occasions of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his Enlightenment, Buddha Piyadassī stayed in the neighbourhood of the Mahā Bodhi for forty-nine days as has been stated in the story of previous Buddhas he discerned that the one crore of recluses who had renounced the world with him were endowed with the merits of their past deeds leading to the attainment of the Path and Fruition. He then went immediately through space to
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their residence and descended in the royal garden named after the nearby city of Usabhavati; being surrounded by the crore of recluses, he taught the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta in the tradition of previous Buddhas to Devas and Brahmās who had gathered there to listen to him.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

The Buddha's second teaching took place on the mountain of Sudassana near Usabhavati City. The god, Sudassana, of the mountain was then holding a wrong view. People living in Jambudīpa annually brought food costing a hundred thousand pieces of money to offer to the god, who sitting side by side with the human king of Usabhavati was honoured by the whole continent.

(Things offered to gods or kings are called bali in Pāḷi; offering bali to gods is said to be 'feeding bali to gods'; giving it to kings is known as 'paying taxes'.)

At that time, thinking that he would remove Sudassana's wrong view, Buddha Piyadassī went to his mansion, while he was away at a meeting of yakkhas, got onto his splendid couch and stayed there issuing his rays of six colours like the sun appearing at the top of Yugandhara mountain in the month of Kattika (October-November) in autumn Sudassana's retinue of gods honoured the Buddha with flowers, scents, unguent, etc., surrounding him.

On his return from the yakkhas' meeting, Sudassana saw the rays of six colours coming out from his mansion; he thought to himself, "Never have I seen before such splendour of divers brilliant colours. Who could be the person occupying my place? Is it a human being? Or a divine one?" On surveying he saw the Buddha with a network of rays of six colours like the autumnal sun rising from Mount Yugandhara. "This shaven-headed monk is staying on my luxurious bed being surrounded by members of my retinue" said Sudassana to himself with his heart tormented by anger. "Well, I shall display my physical might to this monk", so thinking he turned the whole mountain into a mass of blazing flames.

Having done so he inspected, wondering "whether the shaven headed monk has become ashes in the flames", and saw the Buddha
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with a serene face and a glorious body emitting brilliant lights because of the network of divers rays. "This monk can withstand the burning fire," thought he; "Well, I shall drown him in a huge flood of water." He then caused an immense mass of water to rush towards the mansion with a high speed. Those the Buddha was remaining in the mansion flooded with water, even a single thread of his robe or a single hair of his body did not get wet.

After that the yakkha king Sudassana contemplated another method by which he hoped the Buddha would be suffocated and killed; he brought the mass of water close to the Buddha, who appeared glorious in the greenish blue waters with all network of rays like the bright moon on the full-moon night of Kattika and seated being surrounded by Sudassana's courtiers. Unable to control his anger and thinking, "I shall put the great monk to death by all means," caused a rain of nine kinds of weapons fall on the Buddha. Because of the Buddha's great physic power all those weapons turned themselves into various beautiful and fragrant clusters and garlands of flowers and fell at his feet.

Seeing that miraculous phenomenon, Sudassana became far more resentful and violent (instead of getting awed with faith); he caught hold of the Buddha by the legs with his two hands and lifted him up. Then passing over the great ocean he rushed to the mountain ranges that mark the end of the Cakkavāḷa, for he wanted to rid his abode of the Buddha. "How is he? Is he dead or alive?" Thinking thus he looked at the Buddha and (as those in a dream) saw him remaining in his original seat in the mansion (as though in a dream). It then occurred to him thus: "Ah, this great monk is so powerful; I shall not be able to drag him out of my place. If somebody comes to know of what I am doing now it will be a disgrace to me. Therefore before anyone sees I shall go away, abandoning both the monk and the mansion."

At that moment the Buddha, knowing Sudassana's thoughts, resolved so that Devas and men could see him holding the Buddha's legs. In accordance with this resolve, Sudassana was unable to leave his abode (as he had planned) but remained there holding the Buddha's legs with both of his hands.
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That was the day when a hundred and one kings of the whole of Jambudīpa gathered together to honour the yakkha king with bali offerings. The hundred and one kings saw Sudassana holding the Buddha's legs and marvelled at what they saw, exclaiming "Our king of yakkhas was massaging the legs of the king of recluses! Oh, Buddhas should be indeed marvelled at with the snapping of the fingers 13. Oh, their attributes are indeed wonderful!" With their hearts inclined towards the Buddha they paid homage to the Buddha with their clasped hands placed on their heads.

[13. With the snapping of the fingers: equivalent to expression of praise or approval with clapping of the hands.]

At that gathering Buddha Piyadassī gave Dhamma instructions to the audience with Sudassana at its head. Then ninety thousand crores of Devas and humans attained Arahantship.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

At another time in the city of Kumuda which was nine yojanas in extent, its area being nine yojanas, the wicked monk Sona, opponent of Buddha Piyadassī (the counterpart of Devadatta in the lifetime of our Buddha Gotama), after consulting the king's son, Prince Mahāpaduma, incited him to kill his father. After various attempts to have Buddha Piyadassī killed proved futile, he enticed the driver of the royal elephant, Donamukha by name, whom he gave instructions, saying: "When Buddha Piyadassī entered the city on alms-round, kill him by releasing Donamukha towards him."

Since the elephant-driver had no intelligence to judge what was beneficial and what was not, he thought thus: "This monk Sona is an intimate friend of the king. If he does not like me I could be dismissed from service." So he agreed to do so, and on the next day he managed to know the time when the Buddha would enter the city for alms-food. Then he went to Donamukha who was in a state of frenzy and made him, more intoxicated and sent him to kill the Buddha.
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As soon as he was let out, Donamukha crushed elephants, horses, buffaloes, bulls, men and women whom he encountered on the way, destroyed all buildings that were in his way, and like a cannibal-demon and he devoured up all the flesh of his preys in the noisy company of eagles, kites, crows and vultures. And finally, as soon as he saw the Buddha from a distance he rushed towards him with a high speed.

Then with their hearts that almost burst open with fear and anxiety, the citizens took to house-tops, walls, stone parapets, brick parapets, trees, etc., and on seeing the elephant who was rushing to the Buddha they screamed, "Ah, Ah," and some of them even tried to stop the elephant in various ways. Seeing Donamukha, the king of elephant rushing towards him, the "Elephant of a Buddha14" with his tranquil heart diffusing intense compassion, permeated him sublime loving-kindness. Then Donamukha, his heart made tender with the permeation of the Buddha' s loving-kindness realized his wrongdoing and became so shameful that he could not stand in a natural manner before the Buddha and lay down with his head at the Buddha's feet as though he was about to sink into the earth.

[14. "Elephant of a Buddha": Noble Ones such as Buddhas and Arahants are sometimes figuratively likened to such noble animals as elephants, lions, bulls, etc., in Buddhist literature. For instance in the Dhammapada, there is a chapter named Nāga Vagga, the verses of which described the qualities of a nāga "elephant", that may be compared to those of a sage in the Milindapañha, the epithet Buddha-nāga is conspicuously mentioned.]

Watching the event, the citizens were filled with joy and shouted in acclaim like the roar of a lion. They also honoured the elephant in various ways with highly fragrant flowers, sandal-wood powder, ornaments and so on. They even threw up their turbans and garments. Celestial drums were also beaten in the sky.

(Nālāgiri the elephant during the time of our Buddha Gotama was similarly tamed, and when he was respectfully lying before. the Buddha, people threw on him various adornments. which covered the whole of his body. From that
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moment onwards Nālāgiri had been called Dhanapāla ('Keeper of Wealth'). Thereupon he walked backwards with respect and when he had entered his shed, it is said (in the Cūḷahaṁsa Jātaka Commentary), the adornments went back to their respective original owners owing to the Buddha' s resolve. In the same way, when the people threw theirs on Donamukha, it should be taken that they were given as reward to the elephant.)

Then the Buddha stroked the head of the elephant lying prostrated at his feet and exhorted him with the words that suited his mentally. The elephant that has thus been exhorted regained his conscience and became so tamed that he looked like a disciple-monk of the Buddha disciplined in Vinaya. Having exhorted Donamukha the way Buddha Gotama exhorted Dhanapala, Buddha Piyadassī give a discourse in the midst of the people who had gathered there. At that time eighty thousand crores of people attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of the Disciples' meeting (sannipāta)

There were three meetings of the Disciples of the Buddha: on the first occasion when Buddha Piyadassī paid a visit to the city of Sumaṅgala, the two friends - Prince Palita and the youth Sabbadassī, son of the king's Purohita, (both were future Chief Disciples) hearing of the Buddha' s visit to their city welcomed him with one hundred thousand crores of their retinue, listened to his sermon and gave alms for seven days. On the seventh day at the end of the Buddha's sermon given in appreciation of the meal, both of them with the hundred thousand crores of their followers became monks and attained Arahantship. In the midst of the monks the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the first sannipāta.)

At another time at the gathering where the divine-yakkha Sudassana was tamed ninety crores of men put on the robe and attained Arahantship. Being surrounded by those ninety crores of monks the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the second sannipāta.)
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Still at another time on the occasion of taming of the elephant Donamukha eighty crores of men renounced the world and attained Arahantship. In the midst of those eighty crores of Arahants the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the third sannipāta.)

Future Buddha Gotama as Brahmin Kassapa received prophecy from Buddha Piyadassī

At that time our Future Buddha was a Brahmin youth, Kassapa by name, who was accomplished in the three Vedas; having listened to the Buddha's teaching, he cultivated great faith and had a huge monastery built at the cost of one hundred thousand crores. He offered it to the Saṅgha headed by the Buddha; rejoicing in his act of merit he took refuge in the Three Gems and kept the five precepts steadfastly lest he should become heedless.

Remaining in the midst of the Saṅgha, Buddha Piyadassī made the prophecy concerning the youth Kassapa: "One thousand eight hundred aeons from the present one, this youth Kassapa will become a Buddha indeed."

Having heard Buddha Piyadassī's prophecy, the Bodhisatta was extremely happy and determined to fulfil the Perfections even more energetically.

Particulars of Buddha Piyadassī

Buddha Piyadassī's birthplace was Sudhaññavatī City; his father was King Sudatta and his mother Queen Candā.

He reigned for nine thousand years; his three palaces were Sunimmala, Vimala and Giriguhā.

His Chief Consort was Vimalā who had thirty-three thousand maids of honour; his son was Prince Kañcanavela.

The vehicle he used for his going forth after seeing the four omens was a chariot drawn by thoroughbreds; he practised dukkaracariyā for six months.
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His two Chief Disciples were Palita Thera and Sabbadassi Thera; his attendant was Sobhita Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Sujātā Therī and Dhammadinnā Therī; his Bodhi-Tree was a kakudha tree.

His noble lay supporters were the wealthy men Sundaka and Dhammaka; his noble female lay Disciples were Visākha Upāsikā and Dhammadinnā Upāsikā.

Buddha Piyadassī had innumerable followers and good reputation; he was also endowed with thirty-two marks of a superman; his height was eighty cubits like a great sala tree in full bloom.

There was no torch-light, moonlight or sunlight that could vie with the physical light of the peerless Buddha Piyadassī which surpassed them all.

The life-span in the time of Buddha Piyadassī was ninety thousand years; living for four-fifths of the life-span, he rescued many beings of humans, Devas and Brahmās from the currents of saṁsāra to put them on the shores of Nibbāna.

Saṁvega

Buddha Piyadassī, who was to be liken with passed peerless Buddhas, and the pair of his peerless Chief Disciples, etc., had all vanished. Unsubstantial and futile indeed are all conditioned things!

Cetiya

In this way the Noble Monk, Buddha Piyadassī attained Parinibbāna in the park of assattha trees; and in that park the cetiya erected and dedicated to Buddha Piyadassī (as has been stated before for other Buddhas) was three yojanas high.

Here ends Piyadassī Buddhavaṁsa.
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14. Atthadassī Buddhavaṁsa

After Buddha Piyadassī had attained Parinibbāna, in that aeon (which should be called Manda Kappa because it was full of pleasing, spotless, special attributes though it was actually a Vara Kappa as three Buddhas appeared during that period) the life-span of human beings decreased gradually from ninety thousand years down to ten years, and then it increased up to asaṅkhyeyya. When the life-span reached one hundred thousand years on its next decrease. Future Buddha Atthadassī was reborn in Tusita on complete fulfilment of the Perfections in the tradition of Bodhisatta. Having agreed to the entreaty of Devas and Brahmās for becoming a Buddha, he descended to the human world to be conceived in the womb of Queen Sudassana, Consort of King Sāgara in the city of Sobhana. Ten months thereafter the Bodhisatta was born in Sucindhana Park.

On his naming day he was named Atthadassī because owners of treasures hidden underground regained them after having discovered the forgotten sites of the treasures where they had long been kept one generation after another.

Royal household life

When Bodhisatta Atthadassī came of age he lived in three palaces, namely, Amaragiri, Sugiri and Vāhana being entertained and served by thirty-three thousand female attendants headed by Princess Visākhā and thus enjoying a divine-like royal household life for ten thousand years.

Renunciation

When the Bodhisatta had seen the four omens and when Queen Visākhā had given birth to a son named Sela, he went forth riding a horse named Sudassana. Nine crores of men followed his example and became recluses themselves.
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Attainment of Buddhahood

With those nine crores of recluses Bodhisatta Atthadassī practised dukkaracariyā for eight months. On the full-moon day of Vesākha, the day of his Enlightenment, people brought delicious milk-rice to offer it to the female naga, Sucindhara by name. But she did not eat it; having revealed herself to the people, she instead offered it in a golden bowl to the Bodhisatta. The Bodhisatta, partook of it and spent the daytime in the local grove of sala trees. In the evening he proceeded alone to the Mahā Bodhi, accepted on the way, eight handfuls of grass offered by the Naga King, Maharuci. As soon as he spread the grass at the foot of the campaka Bodhi Tree () there arose the Aparājita Pallaṅka measuring fifty three cubits. Sitting cross-legged on that seat he mustered his energy of four levels, dispelled Māra's forces and attained Omniscient, Perfectly Self-Enlightened Buddhahood, state of Chief of the three worlds.

Three occasions of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his attainment of Buddhahood, the Buddha stayed in the neighbourhood of the Mahā Bodhi for forty-nine days the Buddha accepted the Brahmā's requests and contemplated as to whom he should teach first; then he saw the nine crores of monks who had followed him renunciation and who had endowed with their past meritorious deeds leading to the Path and Fruition. And having thought about their whereabouts, he saw them staying in Anoma Park near the city of Anoma and immediately travelled through space to their residence at Anoma Park, near Anoma City.

At that time the nine crores of monks saw from a distance Buddha Atthadassī approaching them. With faithful heart they all performed their duties as has been before for previous Buddhas and took their seats around the Buddha, who delivered the Discourse of Dhammacakkappavattana as all other Buddhas had done before. At the end of the Discourse one hundred thousand crores of beings attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)
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At another time Buddha Atthadassī travelled up to Tāvatiṁsa and taught Abhidhamma to Devas and Brahmās; one hundred thousand Devas and Brahmās attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at another time, as our Buddha Gotama visited his father in the city of Kapilavatthu and narrated the Buddhavaṁsa, so did Buddha Atthadassī visit the city of Sobhana and taught Dhamma to his relatives headed by his father. At the time one hundred thousand crores of people attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of the Disciples' meeting (sannipāta)

There were three meetings of the Buddha's Disciples; the first one took place at Sucandaka where Prince Santa and the Purohita's son, Upasanta (who were future Chief Disciples) seeing no essence in the three Vedas as well as in various creeds assigned four intelligent men and some brave watch-men at the four gates of the four sides of the city with an instruction: "Come and inform us if you see or hear any enlightened person, be he a recluse or a brahmin."

When Buddha Atthadassī, Lord of the three kinds of men, with his disciples, arrived at Sucandaka city, those on assignment went to the prince and the Purohita's son and informed them of the Buddha's arrival. Being thus informed, with joyous hearts they both hurriedly went outside the city with a retinue of one thousand members and greeted, honoured and invited him (to the city). Having done so they performed a great incomparable alms-giving (asadisa mahādāna) for seven days to the Saṅgha with the Buddha at its head, and on the seventh day with all the citizens they both listened to the Buddha's teaching. On that day ninety-eight thousand people, on being pronounced "Come, O monks" became "Ehi bhikkhus" and attained Arahantship. In the midst of that assembly of monks the Buddha recited the Ovada Pātimokkha.

(This was the first sannipāta.)
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At another time when Buddha Atthadassī gave instructions to his own son, the Venerable Sela, eighty-eight thousand people developed faith and asked the Buddha for monkhood. The Buddha then pronounced, "Come, O monks;" and they all became "Ehi bhikkhu" monks and attained Arahantship. In the midst of that assembly of monks the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the second sannipāta.)

Still at another time, on the full-moon day of Māgha, when beings - humans, Devas and Brahmās - assembled to listen to the sermon on Mahā Maṅgala, the Buddha delivered it and helped seventy-eight thousand people attain Arahantship; at that assembly of monks the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the third sannipāta.)

Future Buddha Gotama as Hermit Susīma received prophecy from Buddha Atthadassī

At that time our Future Buddha was reborn as Susīma in the city of Campaka; he was a wealthy Brahmin considered and recognized by the whole world as a virtuous one. Having given away all his wealth to the poor, the helpless, the destitute, travellers and others, he went near the Himalayas and lived the life of an ascetic. After achieving the eight attainments, and the five higher knowledges, he became a noble ascetic of supernormal power. Teaching people the merit of wholesome deeds and the demerit of unwholesome deeds, he waited for the time when a Buddha would appear.

Later on when Buddha Atthadassī appeared in the world and "showered the rain of discourses of immortality" in the midst of an audience composed of eight classes of people Susima the Ascetic listened to the Buddha's Dhamma. And he went up to the celestial abode, brought back such celestial flowers as mandārava, paduma, pāricchattaka, etc., from Tāvatiṁsa. Wishing to display his miraculous power, he made himself visible and caused a rain of flowers in the four quarters like a great rain that fell all over the four continents; he also created a pavilion of flowers decorated on all sides with flowers, put a pinnacled arch over the entrance with decorated columns and nets, etc., and adorned with flowers. He then
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honoured the Buddha with a huge umbrella of celestial mandārava flowers Buddha Atthadassī then made a prophecy concerning Susima the Ascetic; "This ascetic Susima will definitely become a Buddha, Gotama by name, in future when one thousand and eight hundred aeons have elapsed."

On hearing Buddha Atthadassī's prophecy, the future Buddha was extremely happy and firmly resolved to fulfil the ten Perfections even more energetically, fearing that he would become heedless.

Particulars of Buddha Atthadassī

Buddha Atthadassī's birthplace was Sobhana City; his father was King Sāgara and his mother Queen Sudassanā.

He reigned for ten thousand years; his three palaces were Amaragiri, Sugiri and Vāhana.

His Chief Consort was Visākhā who had thirty-three thousand maids of honour; his son was Prince Sela.

The vehicle he used in renunciation was a steed, Sudassana by name; he practised dukkaracariyā for eight months.

His two Chief Disciples were Santa Thera and Upasanta Thera: his attendant was Abhaya Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Dhammā Therī and Sudhammā Therī; his Bodhi Tree was a campaka.

His noble supporters were the wealthy persons Nakula and Nisabha; his female supporters were Makilā Upāsikā and Sunandā Upāsikā.

The height of Buddha Atthadassī who had as his equals only peerless Buddhas, was eighty cubits and majestic like a sāla tree in full bloom or like the full moon, king of all the stars and planets.
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Buddha Atthadassī's rays of intense power coming out from his body, constantly radiated glowing above and below in the ten quarters for a yojana. (Should the Buddha wish and resolve, the rays could diffuse all over several crores of the world systems.)

Excelling all beings, Buddha Atthadassī was endowed with five eyes and existed in the world for a hundred thousand years. (This statement is based on the fact that the life-span in his time was a hundred thousand years. It should be understood that in reality he lived for four-fifths of the life-span.)

Saṁvega

After shedding the peerless light of Dhamma in the world of humans and Devas, Buddha Atthadassī attained Parinibbāna just like a fire became extinct on exhaustion of fuel.

Cetiya

In this way to Buddha Atthadassī, Conqueror of the five Māras, attained Parinibbāna in Anoma Park. As has been stated for other Buddhas, his relics dispersed according to his resolve and reached all over Jambudīpa and received veneration from beings such as humans, Devas and Brahmās.

End of Atthadassī Buddhavaṁsa.

15. Dhammadassī Buddhavaṁsa

After Buddha Atthadassī had attained Parinibbāna in that aeon (which was a Vara Kappa as it was a period in which three Buddhas appeared but which should be called Maṇḍa Kappa because it was full of pleasing, spotless, special attributes) the life-span of human beings decreased gradually from a hundred thousand years down to ten years and then it increased up to asaṅkhyeyya. When the lifespan reached one hundred thousand years on its next decrease, Future Buddha Dhammadassī was reborn in Tusita on complete fulfilment of the Perfections in the tradition of the Bodhisattas. Having accepted the requests made by Devas and Brahmās for becoming a Buddha, he descended to the human world to be
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conceived in the womb of Queen Sunandā, consort of King Saraṇa in the city of Saraṇa. Ten months thereafter the Bodhisatta was born in Saraṇa royal park.

Since his birth unrighteous rules and codes applied in lawsuits had all automatically disappeared from Law Books while righteous ones had remained. Therefore when the prince was to get a name he was given the name of Dhammadassī by omen-reading learned men and his relatives.

Royal household life

When Bodhisatta Dhammadassī came of age he lived in three palaces, namely Araja, Viraja and Sudassana being entertained and served by forty-three thousand female attendants headed by Princess Vicikoli and thus enjoying a divine like royal household life for eight thousand years.

Renunciation

After he had seen the four omens and after his Princess, Vicikoli, had given birth to a son named Puññavaḍḍhana, Bodhisatta Dhammadassī, gentle like a celestial being and experiencing a divine-life, woke up one midnight; sitting up on his bed, he saw various loathsome conditions of female attendants who were asleep; with his mind greatly disturbed, he got an idea to renounce the world. No sooner had he got the idea Sudassana Palace occupied by him and accompanied by his fourfold army, rose to the sky and it travelled like a second sun of as a flying celestial mansion and descended near the bimbijala Mahā Bodhi () .

The Bodhisatta then put on the lotus-robes offered by the Brahmā and having got off the palace he stood not far from it. The palace travelled through the sky again and landed on the ground encompassing the Bodhi Tree. Female courtiers and their followers got down from the palace and stayed at a distance of half a gāvuta. From among those people, male folk donned the yellow robes in following the example of Bodhisatta. Those who did so numbered about one hundred thousand crores.
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Attainment of Buddhahood

After practising dukkaracariyā for seven days, the Bodhisatta Dhammadassī ate milk-rice offered by Princess Vicikoli on the full moon day of Vesākha, the day of his Enlightenment, and spent the daytime in the local badara (plum) grove. In the evening he went alone to the Mahā Bodhi; on the way he accepted eight handfuls of grass from Sirivaddha, the watch-man of the barley-field. As soon as he spread the grass at the foot of the (bimbijala) Bodhi Tree there arose the Aparājita Pallaṅka measuring fifty-three cubits. Sitting cross-legged on that pallaṅka he attained Buddhahood the way mentioned above.

Three occasions of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his attainment of Buddhahood, the Buddha stayed in the neighbourhood of the Mahā Bodhi for forty-nine days. Having accepted the Brahmā's request for his teaching, he contemplated as to whom he should teach first; he saw the hundred thousand crores of monks who had renounced the world along with him who had done meritorious deeds in the past that would lead to the Path and Fruition and immediately travelled to the Deer Park (called Isipatana because it was a place where flying ascetics, masters of mundane Jhānas, normally alighted) eighteen yojanas from the Mahā Bodhi.

On seeing the Buddha from a distance the nine crores of the recluses welcomed him by performing various duties faithfully and taking their seats near him. Then the Buddha following the tradition of previous Buddhas delivered the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta to the nine crores of recluses and all the Devas and Humans who had come to listen to him. At that time one hundred thousand crores of beings attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

Once thereafter in the town of Tagara King Sañjaya, having seen the disadvantages of sensual pleasures and the advantages of renunciation became an ascetic. Following his example, ninety crores of men also became ascetics. All of them achieved the five
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Higher Knowledges, and the eight Attainments. Seeing them endowed with meritorious deeds leading to the Path and Fruition, the Buddha travelled through the space; arriving at Sañjaya's hermitage he stood in the sky and delivered a sermon that suited their inclinations and dispositions. Thus the Buddha helped them attain knowledge of the Path known as the Eye of Dhamma (Dhammacakkhu).

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at another time, the King of Devas, wishing to listen to a sermon, approached the Buddha with his retinue. When the Buddha delivered them a sermon, eighty crores of them attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of the Disciples' meeting (sannipāta)

There are three meetings of Buddha Dhammadassī's Disciples: the first meeting took place at Saraṇa City, where Buddha Dhammadassī caused his half-brothers, Prince Paduma and Prince Phussa, with their retinues to become monks and observed vassa in that city; during the vassa and in the midst of a hundred crores of monks who had become Arahants, the Buddha performed Visuddhi Pavāraṇa.

(This was the first sannipāta.)

At another time Buddha Dhammadassī taught Abhidhamma in Tāvatiṁsa and descended back to the human world. Then one hundred crores of monks assembled.

(This was the second sannipāta.)

Still at another time, Buddha Dhammadassī explained the advantages of the thirteen dhutaṅga and proclaimed Harita, a great Disciple and Arahant, to be the foremost among those who practised dhutaṅga. Then at the meeting of eighty crores of monks the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the third sannipāta.)
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Future Buddha Gotama as Sakka received prophecy from Buddha Dhammadassī

At that time our Bodhisatta was Sakka, King of Devas; being accompanied by Devas of two divine abodes, Cātumahārājika and Tāvatiṁsa, he came to the Buddha and honoured him with celestial flowers, etc., and various sounds of celestial music. Then the Buddha made a prophetic declaration: "This Sakka will indeed become a Buddha, Gotama by name, in future."

Having heard Buddha Dhammadassī's prophecy, Sakka the Bodhisatta became extremely pleased and resolved to fulfil the Perfections even more energetically.

Particulars of Buddha Dhammadassī

Buddha Dhammadassī's birthplace was Saraṇa City; his father was King Saraṇa and his mother Queen Sunandā.

He reigned for eight thousand years; his three palaces were Araja, Viraja and Sudassana.

His Chief Consort was Vicikoli who had forty-three thousand maids of honour; his son was Puññvaḍḍhana.

The vehicle he used in renunciation after seeing the four omens was a palace; he practised dukkaracariyā for seven days.

His two Chief Disciples were Paduma Thera and Phussa Thera; his attendant was Sunetta Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Khemā Therī and Saccanāmā Therī; his Bodhi Tree was a bimbijāla.

His noble lay supporters were the wealthy persons Subhadda and Katissaha; his noble female lay supporters were Sāliyā Upāsikā and Kaliyā Upāsikā.

Buddha Dhammadassī who had as his equals only peerless Buddhas was eighty cubits tall; he was glorious with power in the ten-thousand world-system.
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Buddha Dhammadassī was majestic like the sāla tree in full bloom or like the lightning or the sun at midday that lightens the sky.

Buddha Dhammadassī who was endowed with unparralled might and the five eyes lived the whole life-span of his time which was one hundred thousand years.

Saṁvega

Having displayed his power and knowledge and purified his Teaching so that it had no stain, the Buddha attained Parinibbāna with his Disciples and disappeared (as the moon had vanished after shining in the sky.)

Cetiya

In this way the greatly energetic Buddha Dhammadassī attained Parinibbāna at Sālā Park in the city of Sālavati. The cetiya erected in the park and dedicated to Buddha Dhammadassī was three yojanas high.

Here ends Dhammadassī Buddhavaṁsa.

16. Siddhattha Buddhavaṁsa

After the aeon in which Buddha Dhammadassī appeared had come to an end there elapsed one after another one thousand seven hundred and six aeons; then ninety-four aeons if calculated backwards from now, there appeared one and the only Buddha, Siddhattha by name.

The chronicle of Buddha Siddhattha goes like this. At that time, ninety-four aeons ago, when the life-span of human beings decreased from asaṅkhyeyya down to a hundred thousand years. Bodhisatta Siddhattha on complete fulfilment of the Perfections, was reborn in Tusita, following the traditions of Bodhisattas. Having accepted the
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request made by Devas and Brahmās he descended to the human world to be conceived in the womb of Queen Suphassā, Chief Consort of King Udena in the city of Vebhara. When ten months had elapsed the Bodhisatta was born in Vīriya Park.

On naming day, learned readers of omens and his relatives named him Siddhattha because at the time of his birth everybody's endeavours, big or small, were accomplished and desirable results achieved.

Royal household life

When Siddhattha Bodhisatta came of age, he lived in three palaces, namely Koka, Suppala and Kokanada being served and entertained by forty-eight thousand female attendants headed by Princess Somanasā and thus enjoying a divine-like royal household life for ten thousand years.

Renunciation

When Bodhisatta Siddhattha had seen the four omens and when Princess Somanassā had given birth to a son named Anupama, he went forth riding a golden palanquin on the full-moon day of Āsahli and became a recluse in Vīriya Park. Following his example a hundred thousand crores of men also became recluses.

Attainment of Buddhahood

With the hundred thousand crores of recluses Bodhisatta Siddhattha practised dukkaracariyā for ten months; on the full-moon day of Vesākha, the day of his Enlightenment, he partook of milk-rice offered by a brahmin girl named Sunetta of Asadisa village and spent the daytime in the local badara-grove. In the evening he went alone to the kanikāra Mahā Bodhi () and accepted on the way eight handfuls of grass, from Varuṇa, a watchman of barley fields. As soon as he spread the grass under the Bodhi Tree there arose the Aparājita Pallaṅka measuring forty cubits. Sitting cross-legged on the pallaṅka he attained Buddhahood the way mentioned previously for other Buddhas.
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Three occasions of the Buddha's teachings (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his attainment of Buddhahood, Buddha Siddhattha stayed in the neighbourhood of the Mahā Bodhi for forty-nine days; agreeing to the entreaty made by the Brahmā's, he contemplated as to whom he should teach first; then he discerned the hundred thousand crores of recluses who with him had renounced the world and who were endowed with the merits of their past deeds that would lead them to the Path and Fruition. Thinking "I shall teach them first" he contemplated as to their whereabouts and saw that they were living as before in the Deer Park, eighteen yojanas from the Mahā Bodhi. He immediately travelled through space to their place.

At that time the hundred thousand crores of recluses, seeing Buddha approaching them, welcomed him with faithful heart, attending upon him (in the way described above), took their appropriate seats, surrounding the Buddha. Then the Buddha taught the Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta (like all previous Buddhas) to them all, including Devas and humans who had come to listen to him. At that time one hundred thousand crores of beings attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

At another time, at the invitation of King Bhīmaratha of Bhimaratha city, Buddha Siddhattha visited that city and staying at the royal pavilion erected on a grand scale in the city-centre, Buddha Siddhattha spoke in a voice that was like that of King of karavīka birds or like that of King of Brahmās, for it was sweet, pleasing to the ear and appealing to the hearts of the wise. Thus letting the Dhamma reach the ten quarters, he beat the drum of deathlessness. At that time ninety crores of beings attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at another time Buddha Siddhattha visited his hometown of Vebhāra where in the assembly of his relatives headed by his father King Udena, he narrated to them the Buddhavaṁsa. At that time ninety crores of beings attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)
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Three occasions of the Disciples' meeting (sannipāta)

There were three meetings of Buddha Siddhattha's Arahant Disciples. The first meeting took place at the city of Amara, beautiful and pleasing to the eye like the divine city of Tāvatiṁsa; there in the city two brothers, who were also the two future Chief Disciples, Prince Sambala and Prince Sumitta, reigned together like Licchavī Princes during the lifetime of our Buddha. Seeing that the two princes were endowed with the merits of their past deeds leading to the Path and Fruition, Buddha Siddhattha journeyed through space to the centre of Amara City. There he descended to the surface of the earth, impressing it with the soles of his feet which were even and adorned with one hundred and eight marks; he thus showed his foot-prints (pādacetiya) worthy of respect and went to Amara Park where he stayed in glory like a golden statue on a stone slab.

Then the two royal brothers seeing the footprints (padacetiya) traced them along till they came near the Buddha with their retinues, paid obeisance to him and sat down around him. When the Buddha gave them a sermon that suited their inclinations and dispositions, they developed faith in him and after becoming monks they all attained Arahantship. In the midst of one hundred crores of monks the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the first sannipāta.)

At another time in the midst of ninety crores of monks who had become bhikkhus at the assembly of his relatives in Vebhāra the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the second sannipāta.)

Still at another time in the midst of eighty crores of monks who had assembled at Sudassana Monastery the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the third sannipāta.)
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Future Buddha Gotama as Hermit Maṅgala received prophecy from Buddha Siddhattha

Meanwhile our Future Buddha in the city of Sūrasena was a Brahmin named Maṅgala who was accomplished in the Vedas in their original texts as well as in their branches of literature. He gave away all his possessions worth several crores to the poor and the destitute and since he took delight in seclusion he became an ascetic; and developing Jhānas and Abhiññās he achieved effective powers by virtues of which nobody could torture him. While he was thus staying he heard the news, "Buddha Siddhattha had appeared in the world," He therefore approached the Buddha and adoringly paid respect to him; on hearing the Buddha's teaching the ascetic became so pleased that he brought fruits from the rose-apple tree of Jambudīpa with his power and at Surasena Monastery where he accommodated the Buddha he offered the fruits as food to the Buddha accompanied by ninety crores of his disciples. Having partaken of the fruits, Buddha Siddhattha declared prophetically; "This Maṅgala the Ascetic will become indeed a Buddha, Gotama by name, in the ninety-fourth aeon from the present one."

Having heard the Buddha's prophecy the Bodhisatta, Maṅgala the Ascetic, was overjoyed and firmly resolved to fulfil the ten perfections even more energetically.

Particulars of Buddha Siddhattha

The birthplace of Buddha Siddhattha was Vebhāra City; his father was King Udena and his mother Queen Suphassa.

He reigned for ten thousand years; his three palaces were Koka, Suppala and Kokanada.

His Chief Consort was Somanasā who had forty-eight thousand maids of honour; his son was Prince Anupama.

The vehicle he used in renouncing the world was a palanquin; he practised dukkaracariyā for ten months.
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His two Chief Disciples were Sambala Thera and Sumitta Thera; his attendant was Revata Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Sīvalā Therī and Surāmā Therī; his Bodhi Tree was a kaṇikāra.

His noble lay supporters were the wealthy persons Suppiya and Samudda; his noble female supporters were Rammā Upāsikā and Surammā Upāsikā.

Buddha Siddhattha's height was sixty cubits; he shone forth in the ten-thousand world-systems like a column of jewels erected for worship.

Resembling the unequalled former Buddhas, peerless and unrivalled and endowed with the five 'eyes', Buddha Siddhattha lived for a hundred thousand years.

Having displayed several extensive physical rays as well as intellectual brilliance, having caused the flowering of the Path and Fruition in his Disciples, and having glorified them with attainments both mundane and supramundane, Buddha Siddhattha attained Parinibbāna with them all, and came to the end of his final existence.

Cetiya

In this way Buddha Siddhattha, noble monarch of all monks, attained Parinibbāna in Anoma Park near Kancanavelu city. In that very park a cetiya of jewels was erected in the way mentioned previously and dedicated to Buddha Siddhattha was four yojanas high.

Here ends Siddhattha Buddhavaṁsa.

