21. Vessabhū Buddhavaṁsa

After Buddha Sikhī's attainment of Parinibbāna in that very kappa of two Buddhas, the life-span of human beings decreased gradually from seven thousand years down to ten years; then it increased up to asaṅkhyeyya, and when it reached sixty thousand years on its next decline, on complete of his fulfilment of the Perfections, Future Buddha Vessabhū accepting the request made by Devas and Brahmās for becoming a Buddha descended to the human world and was conceived in the womb of Queen Yasavatī, Consort of King Suppatita in the city of Anoma. When ten months had elapsed the Bodhisatta was born in Anupama Park.

When the 'Bodhisatta prince was born he uttered triumphant words that were pleasing to people and, on that account, on his naming day, learned readers of omens and his relatives named him Prince Vessabhū (By 'triumphant words' was meant three great words beginning. with "Aggo'ham'asmi lokassa," etc., uttered courageously like the roar of a bull.)

Royal household life

When he came of age, Bodhisatta Vessabhū lived in three palaces, namely, Ruci, Suruci and Rativaddhana, being entertained and served by thirty thousand female attendants headed by Princess Sucitta and enjoying royal household life for six thousand years. 
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Renunciation

When he had seen the four omens while enjoying royal household life and when Princess Sucitta had given birth to a son named Suppabuddha, Bodhisatta Vessabhū renounced the world riding a golden palanquin to the royal gardens, accepted the robes offered by Brahmā and put them on. Thirty-seven thousand men followed his example and became recluses themselves.

Attainment of Buddhahood

With those thirty-seven thousand recluses Bodhisatta Vessabhū practised dukkaracariyā for six months; on the full-moon day of Vesākha, the day he would become a Buddha, he accepted the milk-rice offered by Sirivaddhana, resident of the market-town of Sucitta, partook of it and spent the day time in the local sāla grove. In the evening he went alone to the Mahā Bodhi. On the way he accepted eight handfuls of grass offered by Narinda, King of Nāgas as soon as he spread the grass at the foot of the (sāla ()) Mahā Bodhi Tree there arose the Aparājita Pallaṅka, measuring forty cubits.

Sitting on the Pallaṅka, the Bodhisatta concentrated his energy of four levels and attained Buddhahood in the aforesaid manner.

Three occasions of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his attainment of Buddhahood, Buddha Vessabhū stayed in the neighbourhood of Mahā Bodhi Tree for forty-nine days accepting the Brahmā's request for teaching he contemplated as to whom he should teach first and saw his half younger brothers, Prince Sona and Prince Uttara who were his future Chief Disciples and who were endowed with the merits of their past deeds leading to the Path and Fruition; he went through space and descended in Aruna Park near Anupama City; he sent the gardener for the two princes and when, in the midst of the two brothers and their retinues, he delivered the Dhammacakka sermon as previous Buddhas had done several Devas and Brahmās also came to listen Dhamma respectfully. On that occasion eighty thousand crores of Devas and humans attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)
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At a later time when Buddha Vessabhū made a tour of big towns in the country and taught Dhamma seventy thousand Devas and humans of his audiences attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at a later time, Buddha Vessabhū in the same city of Anupama eradicated wrong views that were entangled like the meshes of net and highly injurious; in this way he pulled down the 'banner of arrogance' of the heretics and hoisted the 'banner of noble Dhamma'. At the assembly human beings who had gathered in an area of nine yojanas and unlimited number of Devas and Brahmās, he displayed the Twin Miracle of water and fire and developing their faith; sixty crores of Devas and men were delighted with 'Elixir of immortality' administered by the Buddha. (That is to say, sixty crores of Devas and humans gained Emancipation.)

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Three occasions of Disciples' meeting (sannipāta)

There were three meetings of Buddha Vessabhū's Disciples; the first took place on the full-moon day of Māgha. At that time in the midst of eighty thousand crores of Arahants who had previously became monks at the meeting of Sona Thera and Uttara Thera, Future Chief Disciples, Buddha Vessabhū recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the first sannipāta.)

At a later time there took place a meeting of thirty-seven thousand recluses of the town of Soreyya; they were those who followed Bodhisatta Vessabhū's example when he renounced the world; but when the Bodhisatta left them and went alone to another place they also moved on to somewhere else; on hearing that the Buddha had delivered the Dhammacakka sermon, they came to Soreyya and paid homage to the Buddha, who taught them Dhamma and made them "Ehi bhikkhus". In the audience consisting of four features the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the second sannipāta.)
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Still at a later time Buddha Vessabhū visited the city of Narivahana to give blessings to the city's ruler named Upasanta. Hearing of the Buddha's visit King Upasanta and his retinue immediately went out to welcome the Buddha, invited him respectfully and performed a ceremony of grand alms-giving. Having listened to his Dhamma the king was so filled with piety that he renounced the world; following his example sixty thousand of his men became monks themselves. Together with Upasanta they all attained Arahantship. Being surrounded by those monks the Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the third sannipāta.)

Future Buddha Gotama as King Sudassana received prophecy from Buddha Vessabhū

Meanwhile our Future Buddha Gotama was King Sudassana with an appearance fair and pleasing to the eye in the city of Sarabhavati; when Buddha Vessabhū, Lord of the three worlds, visited the city, he listened to the Buddha's Dhamma and became so pleased that, with his folded hands raised to his head, he made a great almsgiving including robes to the Saṅgha headed by the Buddha. In the very city of Sarabhavati he had a monastery, called 'Perfumed Chamber', for the Buddha and a thousand encircling monasteries for the Saṅgha built and offered to them.

Since the Bodhisatta was delighted with profoundly with the Dhamma taught by Buddha Vessabhū he desired fervently to become a monk; accordingly he gave away all his royal wealth to the cause of the Buddha's Dispensation and took up in the Buddha's presence the life of a virtuous monk free from idleness day and night. Having become a monk, he acquired moral qualities, observed all thirteen ascetic practices (dhutaṅga) and lived in the Buddha's Dispensation being happy in fulfilment of the Perfections.

Filled with faith and joy the Bodhisatta monk paid obeisance to Buddha Vessabhū. Then there occurred a great longing in him for Omniscience. Knowing that the Bodhisatta monk had undiminished energy Buddha Vessabhū prophesied: "In the Bhadda Kappa, thirty-first aeon from the present one this monk Sudassana will indeed become a Buddha, Gotama by name."
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Having heard Buddha Vessabhū's prophecy Bodhisatta monk Sudassana was overjoyed and determined to fulfil the ten Perfections even more energetically.

Particulars of Buddha Vessabhū

Buddha Vessabhū's birthplace was Anoma City; his father was King Suppatita and his mother Queen Yasavatī.

He reigned for six thousand years; his three palaces were Ruci, Suruci and Rativaḍḍhana.

His Chief Consort was Sucittā who had thirty thousand maids of honour; his son was Prince Suppabuddha.

The vehicle he used in renunciation after seeing the four omens was a golden palanquin; he practised dukkaracariyā for six months.

His two Chief Disciples were Sona Thera and Uttara Thera; his attendant was Upasanta Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Rāmā Therī and Samālā Therī; his Bodhi Tree was a Mahāsāla.

His noble supporters were the wealthy persons Sottika and Rambha; his two female supporters were Gotamī Upāsikā and Sirimā Upāsikā.

Buddha Vessabhū's height was sixty cubits, glorious like a golden column. The rays emitted from various places of his body were particularly bright like the fire on top of a hill at night.

The life-span in Buddha Vessabhū's time was sixty thousand years; he lived for four-fifths of the life-span; rescuing beings such as humans, Devas and Brahmās from saṁsāric waters to place them on Nibbānic shores.
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He explained Dhamma elaborately to several people in accordance with their disposition; having bequeathed the Dhamma-boat to cross saṁsāric waters for the benefit of the posterity, Buddha Vessabhū with his Disciple-Arahants attained Parinibbāna.

Saṁvega

Buddha Vessabhū and his Arahants worthy of veneration shown to them by Brahmās, Devas and humans, and monastic buildings where they had physically maintained themselves - all this had vanished. Unsubstantial and futile are all conditioned things!

Cetiya

In this manner Buddha Vessabhū, Conqueror of the five Māras and Teacher of humans and Devas, attained Parinibbāna in Khema Park near Usabhavati City. As has been said before, his relics, according to his resolve, dispersed and reached everywhere in Jambudīpa (to be enshrined in cetiya) and became objects of worship by beings - humans, Devas and Brahmās.

Here ends Vessabhū Buddhavaṁsa.

22. Kakusandha Buddhavaṁsa

After Buddha Vessabhū's attainment of Parinibbāna, when the aeon in which he appeared had come to an end, twenty-nine suññakappas, aeons of no Buddhas, elapsed and there emerged the present Bhadda-kappa of five Buddhas. In this kappa had appeared four Buddhas - Kakusandha, Koṇāgamana, Kassapa and Gotama. The Buddha yet to come definitely is Metteyya.

The chronicle of Buddha Kakusandha, the first of these five Buddhas, is as follows. The Bhadda-kappa comprises sixty-four antara-kappas; (in the eighth antara-kappa according to the Mahā Rajavaṁsa or in the first antara-kappa according to the Hmannan Rajavaṁsa,) when the human life-span decreased from asaṅkheyya to forty thousand years, Kakusandha Bodhisatta, on complete [275] fulfilment of the Perfections, was reborn in Tusita. Having complied with the request made by Devas and Brahmās for becoming a Buddha he descended to the human world and was conceived in the womb of a Brahmin woman, Visākha by name, wife of the Purohita Aggidatta who was advisor to King Khemankara of the city of Khemavatī. When ten months had elapsed the Bodhisatta was born in Khemavatī Park.

Note:

As has been mentioned above the series of Buddhas from Dīpaṅkara down to Vessabhū belonged to royal families, but Kakusandha Buddha was born in a Brahmin family.

In the society which is composed of four classes of people: aristocrats, brahmins, traders and lowly ones, never is a Buddha conceived in his final existence in the womb of a woman of the latter two classes.

As for aristocrats and Brahmins, sometimes aristocrats enjoy superiority and at other times brahmins do. At a time when people show the highest honour to aristocrats, Bodhisattas are born in their class, for they are considered the best. At other times when people show the greatest honour to the Brahmins, Bodhisattas are born in their families, for they are then supposed to be the foremost.

In this way Buddhas hailed only from aristocratic and Brahmānical families; since recognition of the former as the most superior is more frequent, Buddhas are generally aristocrats by birth; and because it is only sometimes that Brahmins gain superiority, Buddhas of Brahmānical birth are fewer. Thus the greater number of aristocratic Buddhas and the smaller number of Brahmin Buddhas should be understood.
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Royal household life

When the youthful Bodhisatta Kakusandha came of age, he lived in three mansions, namely, Kāma, Kāmavaṇṇa and Kāmasuddhi, being entertained and served by his brahmin wife, Rocini by name, who had thirty thousand brahmin maids, and enjoying a divine-like household life for four thousand years.

Renunciation

When he had seen the four omens and when Rocinī had given birth to a son named Uttara, Brahmin Kakusandha renounced the world riding a chariot drawn by a thoroughbred and became a recluse. Following his example forty-thousand men became recluses themselves.

Attainment of Buddhahood

With those forty thousand recluses, Bodhisatta Kakusandha practised dukkaracariyā for eight months. On the full moon of Vesakha, the day he would become a Buddha, he partook of the milk-rice offered by the daughter of a Brahmin, Vajirinda, of the market-town of Vajirinda and spent the daytime in the local acacia grove. In the evening he went alone to the Mahā Bodhi and accepted on the way eight handfuls of grass from Subhadda, a watchman of barley fields. As soon as he spread the grass at the foot of the sirisa Mahā Bodhi Tree (which was as big and fair as the aforesaid pātali Mahā Bodhi) measu-ring twenty-six cubits. Sitting crosslegged on the pallaṅka he concentrated his energy of four levels and attained Buddhahood the way mentioned previously.

Three occasions of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his attainment of Buddhahood, Buddha Kakusandha stayed in the neighbourhood of the sirisa Mahā Bodhi Tree forty-nine days. Having accepted with the request made by the Brahmā for teaching he contemplated as to whom he should teach first and saw his companions in renunciation and went to their residence, Isipatana Deer Park, near the town of Makila; when in their midst he [277] delivered the Dhammacakka sermon as previous Buddhas had done numerous Devas and Brahmās came to listen to it respectfully. At that time forty thousand crores of Devas and humans attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

At a later time Buddha Kakusandha displayed the Twin Miracle near a sāla tree close to the city-gate of Kannakujja and taught Dhamma; thirty-thousand crores of Devas and humans penetrated the Four Noble Truths and gained Emancipation.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at a later time another Dhammābhisamaya took place in the following manner. At a Deva shrine not too far away from the town of Khemavatī lived a divine ogre named Naradeva. At the time of propitiation he received in his visible frame honour done to him by people; he was, however, in the habit of catching human beings who through a difficult road approached a big pond in the middle of a huge forest to fetch various species of lotus. If there were no people there he went back to his great forest-abode and caught those who happened to be there and devoured them.

In fact, the road through the forest was notorious for its difficult terrain. At one time, at both ends of the forest, people were discussing among themselves how to get through the wilderness. At that time, after emerging from his Mahā Karuṇāsamāpatti early in the morning Buddha Kakusandha surveyed the world and saw that ogre Nāradeva and those people in his vision of wisdom; so he went through space and, while the people were looking up, displayed various forms of miracle; then he descended into Naradeva's mansion and took a seat on the ogre's splendid couch.

Naradeva became delighted the moment he saw the Buddha coming on his aerial journey and emitting rays of six colours from his body, for he thought to himself: "The Buddha is coming here out of compassion for me." With his attendant ogres he went to the Himalayas and brought back aquatic and terrestrial flowers of various hues and scents with which he honoured the Buddha; singing in praise of him who was remaining on the couch, Naradeva stood with his clasped hands touching his forehead in salutation.

[278] On seeing the Buddha's miracles, the people's minds became serene and they all came to the Buddha and, encircling him paid obeisance to him. By explaining to the ogre how wholesome deeds are related to wholesome results, Buddha Kakusandha made the ogre inspired and by giving a talk on abodes of intense suffering, he made him frightened; thereafter the Buddha taught the Four Noble Truths. At that time countless Devas and humans penetrated the Truths and gained Emancipation.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Single meeting of the Disciples (sannipāta)

There was only one meeting of Buddha Kakusandha's Disciples. And it took place like this. In the Isipatana Deer Park near the city of Karṇṇakujja on the full moon of Māgha, amidst forty thousand Arahants who had been his companions in renunciation Kakusandha Buddha recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

Future Buddha Gotama as King Khema received prophecy from Buddha Kakusandha
Meanwhile our Future Buddha Gotama was King Khema; having made grand offering of bowls and robes to the Saṅgha headed by the Buddha and also having offered them such medicinal materials as minerals for preparing eye-ointment etc., and herbs including liquorice among others; he became so immensely pleased with the Dhamma taught by the Buddha that he renounced the world and became a monk in the Buddha's presence. With reference to him, the Buddha prophesied: "This monk Khema will indeed become a Buddha named Gotama in this very Bhadda Kappa."

Having heard the Buddha's prophecy, the Bodhisatta Khema became overjoyed and determined to fulfil the ten Perfections even more energetically.
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Particulars of Buddha Kakusandha

Buddha Kakusandha's birthplace was Khemavatī City; his father was Brahmin Aggidatta, Purohita to King Khemankara, and his mother Visākhā, a Brahmin lady.

He lived a household life for four thousand years; his three palaces were Kāma, Kāmavaṇṇa and Kāmasuddhi.

His wife was Rocinī, a Brahmin lady, who had thirty thousand attendants; his son was Uttara.

The vehicle he used in renunciation after seeing the four omens was a chariot drawn by a thoroughbred; he practised dukkaracariyā for eight months.

His two Chief Disciples were Vidhura Then and Sanjiva Thera; his attendant was Buddhija Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Sāmā Therī and Campā Theri; his Bodhi Tree was a sirisa.

His noble supporters were the wealthy men Accuta and Sumanā; his noble female supporters were Nanda Upasikāma and Sunanda Upasikāma.

Buddha Kakusandha's height was forty cubits; the rays from his body spread around up to ten yojanās.

The human life-span in his time was forty thousand years; he lived for four-fifths of the life-span, rescuing such beings as humans, Devas and Brahmās from saṁsāric waters to place them on Nibbānic shores.

In the world of humans and Devas he opened the 'shop of Dhamma' for the virtuous, male and female alike, and bravely roared a lion's roar: "I am an Omniscient Buddha indeed; the defilements and mental intoxicants with their latent tendencies have all been rooted out from me." After that, with his disciples of the Saṅgha Buddha Kakusandha attained Parinibbāna and became extinct.
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Saṁvega

The Buddha who was endowed with a voice of eight qualities 15 voice such as clearness, sweetness, legibility, pleasantness, firmness, fullness, depth and echo and his two Chief and other Disciples who were possessed of morality that was unbreached, untorn, unmottled free at all times they had all disappeared. Unsubstantial and futile indeed are all conditioned things!

[15. See Vol. I, Part II, Chapter VII, voice of eight qualities. p76 fn 1]

Cetiya

In this manner Buddha Kakusandha attained Parinibbāna in Khema Park. In that very Park, as has been said before, a cetiya was erected over the relics of Buddha Kakusandha; it was exactly one yojana high.

Here ends Kakusandha Buddhavaṁsa.

23. Koṇāgamana Buddhavaṁsa

After Buddha Kakusandha's attainment of Parinibbāna, in the present Bhadda Kappa, the life-span of human beings gradually decreased from forty thousand years to ten years and increased up to asaṅkhyeyya. When it reached thirty thousand years on its next decline, Bodhisatta Koṇāgamana, on his complete fulfilment of the Perfections was reborn in Tusita. Having complied with the request made by Devas and Brahmās for becoming a Buddha, he descended to the human world and was conceived in the womb of a Brahmin lady named Uttarā, wife of Yaññadatta Brahmin, in the city of Sobhavatī. When ten months had elapsed he was born in Subhavatī Park.
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At the time of the boy's birth, there fell a heavy shower of gold over the whole of Jambudīpa and taking the significance of this event, "coming down of gold from the sky", learned readers of omens and his relatives named him Kanakāgamana (Kanaka means 'gold', āgamana 'coming'; hence Kanakagāmana "the boy for whom gold has come (down)." Owing to its antiquity, the original name Kanakāgamana has taken the corrupt form of Koṇāgamana. Or by means of derivation, the first syllable ka is changed into ko, na into ṇa and the final ka elided.

Royal household life

When the boy Koṇāgamana came of age, he lived in three palatial mansions of Tusita, Santusita and Santuṭṭha, being entertained and served by his wife Rucigatta, a Brahmin lady, and her host of sixteen thousand Brahmin women and enjoying a divine-like household life for three thousand years.

Renunciation

When Koṇāgamana Brahmin had seen the four omens while living a household life and when his wife Rucigattā had given birth to a son named Satthavāha, he renounced the world, riding an elephant. Thirty thousand men, following his example, also renounced the world.

Attainment of Buddhahood

With his thirty thousand recluses Koṇāgamana practised dukkaracariyā; on the full moon of Vesākha, the day on which he would become a Buddha, he partook of the milk-rice offered by Aggisona, daughter of Aggisona, and spent the daytime in the local grove of acacia. In the evening he went alone to the Mahābodhi and on the way accepted eight handfuls of grass offered by Jaṭatinduka, a watchman of barley fields. As soon as he spread the grass at the foot of the (udumbaro ()) Mahā Bodhi Tree there arose the Aparājita Pallaṅka measuring twenty cubits. Sitting cross-legged on the pallaṅka he concentrated his energy of four levels and, as has been said previously, attained Buddhahood.
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Three occasions of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his attainment of Buddhahood, Buddha Koṇāgamana stayed in the neighbourhood of the Mahā Bodhi Tree for forty-nine days. Having accepted the Brahmā's request for his teaching he contemplated as to whom he should teach first, and saw the thirty thousand recluses who were his companions in renunciation and immediately went through space to their residence, Isipatana Deer Park, near the city of Sudassana. Staying in the middle of those recluses, when he delivered the Dhammacakka sermon which was taught traditionally by previous Buddhas, several Devas and Brahmās came to listen. At that time thirty thousand crores of Devas and men attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

At a later time when Buddha Koṇāgamana displayed the Twin Miracle of water and fire near the sāla tree close to the city-gate of Sundara, and eradicated the wrong views and taught Dhamma, twenty thousand crores of Devas and humans attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

After displaying the Twin Miracle when Buddha Koṇāgamana went up to Tāvatiṁsa and staying on the stone-slab placed at the foot of the pāricchattaka tree and taught the seven books of Abhidhamma to Devas and Brahmās who had assembled there from the ten-thousand world-system. At that time ten thousand crores of them attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Single occasion of the Disciples' meeting (sannipāta)

The only meeting of Buddha Koṇāgamana's Disciples took place like this. When staying in a park named Surindadeva near the city of Sundaravati, the Buddha taught Dhamma to Princes Bhiyyosa and Uttara who were to become his Chief Disciples, together with thirty thousand strong retainers and called them, "Come, monks", they all
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became "Ehi bhikkhus" and attained Arahantship. In the middle of those thirty thousand Arahants on the full moon of Māgha Buddha Koṇāgamana recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was how the only sannipāta took place.)

Future Buddha Gotama as King Pabbata received prophecy from Buddha Koṇāgamana

Meanwhile our Future Buddha Gotama was King Pabbata in the city of Mithila; he was a powerful ruler associated with strong allies. Hearing that Buddha Koṇāgamana had come to his city, he welcomed the Buddha with his retinue and army, invited him respectfully and performed a ceremony of grand alms-giving. He also requested the Buddha to observe vassa in his city and looked after the Buddha and his Saṅgha for the three months of the rainy season. Besides, he offered the Saṅgha headed by the Buddha, cotton cloth, silk cloth, woollen cloth, golden sandals and many other things made in Pattunna country and Cina country. The Buddha then prophesied of him: In this very Bhadda Kappa this King Pabbata will indeed become a Buddha named Gotama."

Having heard the Buddha's prophecy the Bodhisatta King Pabbata was so pleased that he firmly resolved to fulfil the Ten Perfections even more energetically.

Since he was a man who had been seeking Omniscience he made a great offering of gifts to Buddha Koṇāgamana, renounced his magnificent kingship and became a monk in the presence of the Buddha.

Particulars of Buddha Koṇāgamana

Buddha Koṇāgamana's birthplace was Sobhavatī City ruled over by King Sobha; his father was Brahmin Yaññadatta and his mother Uttarā, a Brahmin lady.

He reigned for three thousand years; he lived in three palatial mansions: Tusita, Santusita and Santuṭṭha.
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His wife was Rucigattā, a Brahmin lady having a retinue of sixteen thousand Brahmin women; his son was Satthavāha.

He renounced the world riding an elephant after seeing the four omens; he practised dukkaracariyā for six months.

His two Chief Disciples were Bhiyyosa Thera and Uttara Thera; his attendant was Sotthija Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Samuddā Therī and Uttarā Therī; his Bodhi Tree was an udumbara.

His noble supporters were the wealthy men Ugga and Somadeva; his female supporters were Sivalā Upāsikā and Sāmā Upāsikā.

Buddha Koṇāgamana's height was thirty cubits; he was adorned with the rays of six colours like the pure gold in the goldsmith's crucible.

The life-span during Buddha Koṇāgamana's time was thirty thousand years. For four-fifths of the life-span he lived, rescuing beings - humans, Devas and Brahmās - from the waters of saṁsāra to place them on the shores of Nibbāna.

In order that beings could stay and worship on the cetiya platform of Insight Wisdom (Vipassanā Ñāṇa Paññā), Buddha Koṇāgamana constructed the 'cetiya of thirty-seven constituents of Enlightenment' (Bodhipakkhiya Dhamma), that was adorned with the banner of the Four Noble Truths, and made the 'bouquet of Dhamma', after which with his Saṅgha Disciples he attained Parinibbāna and became extinct.

Saṁvega

Buddha Koṇāgamana's Disciples who had accomplished in the exercise of supernatural powers and Buddha Koṇāgamana who had expounded supramundane Dhamma all of them had vanished. Unsubstantial and futile are all conditioned things!
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Cetiya

In this way Buddha Koṇāgamana who had penetrated the Four Noble Truths and others Dhammas that should be known attained Parinibbāna in the pleasance named Pabbata. As has been mentioned before, his relics dispersed in accordance with his resolve, reached everywhere in Jambudīpa and were paid homage by beings humans, Devas and Brahmās.

Here ends Koṇāgamana Buddhavaṁsa.

24. Kassapa Buddhavaṁsa

After Buddha Koṇāgamana's attainment of Parinibbāna in this very Bhadda Kappa, the life-span of human beings gradually decreased from thirty thousand years down to ten years and increased up to asaṅkhyeyya; when it reached twenty thousand years on its next decline Bodhisatta Kassapa was reborn in Tusita. Having complied with the request made by Devas and Brahmās for becoming a Buddha he descended to the human world and was conceived in the womb of Dhanavatī, a Brahmin lady and wife of Brahmādatta Brahmin in the city of Bārāṇasī ruled over by King Kikī. When ten months had elapsed the Bodhisatta was born in Isipatana Deer Park.

On his naming day learned readers of omens and his relatives named him Kassapa, for he was a descendant of the clan of that name.

Royal household life

When the boy Kassapa came of age he lived in three mansions, Haṁsa, Yasa and Sirinanda, being entertained and served by his wife Sunandā, a Brahmin lady, who had forty eight thousand women as attendants and enjoying a divine-like household life for two thousand years.
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Renunciation

When he had seen the four omens while living a household life and when his wife Sunandā had given birth to a son named Vinjitasena, he was stirred with religious emotion and he thought to himself; "I shall renounce the world even today."

No sooner had he thought than the Bodhisatta's mansion rotated like a potter's wheel and flew up to the sky and, like the moon coming out in the company of stars in autumn and producing a very delightful light, the mansion moved on with hundreds of people accompanying it as though adorning the vault of heavens, as though exhibiting its glory, as though attracting spectators and captivating their hearts and as though lending splendour to the tree-tops. Finally it came down to the ground with the nigrodha () Bodhi Tree in its centre.

Then the Bodhisatta got down from the mansion; standing on the ground, he accepted the robes offered by the Brahmā and put them on. The Bodhisatta's wife and female attendants also got down from the mansion and went to a distance of forty usabhas (half a gāvuta) where they erected temporary shelters like barracks of an army. Following the Bodhisatta's example, all the men who had come along with him renounced the world.

Attainment of Buddhahood

With the recluses who had followed his example, Bodhisatta Kassapa practised dukkaracariyā; on the full moon of Vesākha, the day on which he would become a Buddha, he partook of the milk-rice offered by his wife Sunanda and spent the daytime in the local grove of acasia. In the evening he proceeded alone to the Mahā Bodhi and on the way accepted eight handfuls of grass offered by Soma, a watchmen of barley fields. As soon as he spread the grass at the foot of the Mahā Bodhi Tree, there arose the Aparājita Pallaṅka measuring fifteen cubit feet. Sitting cross-legged on the pallaṅka, he concentrated his energy of four factors and as has been said before he attained Buddhahood.
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Five occasions of the Buddha's teaching (Dhammābhisamaya)

After his attainment of Buddhahood, Buddha Kassapa stayed in the vicinity of Mahā Bodhi Tree for forty-nine days. Having complied with the Brahmā's request for teaching he contemplated as to whom he should teach first and saw the crore of recluses, his companions in renunciation who were endowed with the merits of their past deeds leading to the Path and Fruition and immediately went through space to their residence, Isipatana Deer Park, near the city of Bārāṇasī. Staying in the middle of the recluses when the Buddha delivered the Dhammacakka sermon following the tradition of previous Buddhas, several Devas and Brahmās came to listen respectfully. At that time two crores of Devas and humans attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the first Dhammābhisamaya.)

At a later time when Buddha Kassapa taught Dhamma while touring from town to town, from village to village, and from market-town to market-town, ten thousand crores of Devas and humans attained the Path and Fruition.

(This was the second Dhammābhisamaya.)

Still at a later time when Buddha Kassapa displayed the Twin Miracle of water and fire and taught Dhamma near the asana tree close to the gate of Sundara city and five thousand crores of Devas and humans penetrated the Four Noble Truths and gained Emancipation.

(This was the third Dhammābhisamaya.)

Having displayed the Twin Miracle of water and fire, when Buddha Kassapa, in the celestial assembly hall named Sudhamma in Tāvatiṁsa, taught Abhidhamma of seven books in order to benefit Devas and Brahmās who had assembled there respectfully to listen to the Dhamma which was especially in-touch for the Deva, who had been his mother. At that time three thousand crores of Devas and Brahmās penetrated the Four Noble Truths and gained Emancipation.

(This was the fourth Dhammābhisamaya.)
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There was once an ogre who was powerful like the one named Naradeva of Buddha Kakusandha's lifetime. He was well known by the same name of Naradeva. Assuming the appearance of a king ruling in a city outside Jambudīpa and also assuming the king's voice, behaviour and other characteristics, he killed the king and devoured him; then he ruled over the whole kingdom slaying many people for food. He also indulged into debauchery pleasures with women.

When intelligent queens, maids of honour and members of retinue discovered that "This man is not our master, not our king. He is indeed a yakkha," he felt awkward, killed and devoured them all and moved on to another city where he made himself king in the aforesaid manner.

Killing and devouring people in this way, Naradeva arrived at Sundara City. Having heard of his reign of terror, the citizens became scared of the danger of death and fled from their city. Seeing the tumultuous situation of the people, Buddha Kassapa went and stood before the yakkha. When he saw the Buddha standing in front of him, he defied the Buddha by roaring thunderously; unable to frighten the Buddha he approaches him for refuge. He also put forward some questions which the Buddha answered to his satisfaction. When the Buddha admonished him and gave a sermon innumerable Devas and humans, who had assembled there respectfully to listen to it, penetrated the Four Noble Truths and gained Emancipation.

(This was the fifth Dhammābhisamaya.)

The single occasion of the Disciples' meeting (sannipāta)

The meeting of Buddha Kassapa's Disciple-Arahants took place just once like this. In the city of Bārāṇasī, when Tissa, son of the Purohita, saw the thirty-two marks of a superman on the body of Bodhisatta Kassapa, he remembered his father's word that "only those who would become Buddhas can have such marks"; as he had not one iota of doubt about it, he thought to himself: "This Kassapa will become a Buddha through supreme renunciation. I shall work hard to be free from suffering of saṁsāra after becoming a monk in
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the presence of that Buddha Kassapa". Accordingly he went to the Himalayas and became an ascetic even before Bodhisatta Kassapa renounced the world. The ascetics of his company were twenty thousand in number.

Later on when he heard that "Kassapa after renouncing the world, has now become a Buddha", he left the Himalayas with his company of twenty thousand ascetics, and requested for monkhood in the presence of the Buddha. Being pronounced then by the Buddha, "Come, monks", Tissa the ascetic with his twenty thousand companions became "Ehi bhikkhus" and attained Arahantship. In the assembly of these twenty thousand monks on the full moon of Māgha Buddha Kassapa recited the Ovāda Pātimokkha.

(This was the only sannipāta.)

Future Buddha Gotama as Jotipāla the Youth received prophecy from Buddha Kassapa

Meanwhile our Future Buddha Gotama was famous as Jotipāla the Youth; he recited the Veda texts continuously, learned various hymns by heart, reached perfection in the Vedas and was accomplished in treatises on prognostication that explain physical marks of a superman, etc., treatises on legends that narrate ancient tales and all arts and crafts that had been handed down by generation after generation of teachers. No less accomplished, but fully well versed and skilful was he in terrestrial science and celestial science.

Jotipāla was an intimate friend of Ghaṭikāra the Potter, who being a noble supporter of Buddha Kassapa was greatly devoted to the Three Gems and famous as an Anāgāmi devotee. Ghaṭikāra the Potter took him to Buddha Kassapa.

After listening to the Buddha's Dhamma, Jotipāla became a monk in the Buddha's presence. Highly energetic, clever in performing duties big and small, and not negligent in any matter associated with the three trainings of morality, concentration, and wisdom, he shouldered responsibilities in the Buddha's Dispensation.
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Having learned the Teachings (Pariyatti) of the Buddha comprising nine divisions, he glorified the Buddha's Dispensation. Discerning Jotipāla's aforesaid marvellous qualities, Buddha Kassapa prophesied of him: "This Jotipāla bhikkhu will indeed become a Buddha named Gotama even in this Bhadda Kappa."

On hearing the Buddha's prophecy the noble bhikkhu Jotipāla became overjoyed and resolved to fulfil the ten perfections even more energetically.

On account of his only wish which was attainment of Omniscience, our Bodhisatta who would become the inconceivable Lord of the three worlds he kept himself far away from all demeritorious deeds that are to be avoided throughout saṁsāra, repeated existences, and put efforts unflinchingly to perform meritorious deeds, which ordinary people can hardly do, in absolute fulfilment of the Ten Perfections.

Note:

From the above-quoted Buddhavaṁsa Text, it seems that Ghaṭikāra the Potter brought his friend, Jotipāla the Youth to Kassapa Buddha without difficulty. In reality, however, he did not succeed easily in so doing. He had to persuade him again and again and finally used force by dragging him along by his hair. This is mentioned in the Ghaṭikāra Sutta, Raja Vagga of the Majjhimapaṇṇāsa. The detailed story of Ghaṭikāra and that of Jotipāla should be known from that Sutta.

Particulars of Buddha Kassapa

Buddha Kassapa's birthplace was Bārāṇasī City where King Kiki reigned; his father was Brahmin Brahmādatta and his mother Dhanavatī, a Brahmin lady.

He lived household life for two thousand years; his three mansions were Haṁsa, Yasa and Sirinanda.

His wife was Sunandā, a Brahmin lady who had forty-eight thousand Brahmin women as attendants; his son was Vijitasena.
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The vehicle in which he renounced the world was a mansion; he practised dukkaracariyā for seven days.

His two Chief Disciples were Tissa Thera and Bharadvaja Thera; his attendant was Sabbamitta Thera.

His two female Chief Disciples were Anulā Therī and Uruvelā Therī; his Bodhi Tree was a nigrodha.

His noble supporters were Sumaṅgala and Ghaṭikāra the Potter; his female supporters were Vijitasenā Upāsikā and Bhaddā Upāsikā.

Buddha Kassapa's height was twenty cubits; he was glorious like forceful lightning and the full moon surrounded by planets and stars.

The life-span in his time was twenty thousand; he lived for four fifths of the life-span rescuing numerous beings from saṁsāric waters to place them on the shores of Nibbāna.

Buddha Kassapa created the big pond of Pariyatti Dhamma for several beings - humans, Devas and Brahmās and gave the 'unguent of Catu Pārisuddhi Sīla for them to beautify their minds, made them put on the garments of Hiri and Ottappa, distributed among them the flowers of thirty seven Bodhipakkhiya Dhamma, and placed the spotless mirror of Sotāpatti Magga Ñāṇa so that they could see clearly for themselves distinguishing between faulty things and faultless things, between acts of merit and acts of unwholesomeness. He placed the mirror as though he were inviting those who were wandering in search of Nibbāna near the aforesaid pond, "Behold (yourselves in) all kinds of adornment."

By providing those who listened to his admonishment with the raiments of the five precepts, ten precepts and the four Catupārisuddhi Sīla so that they could fight against their enemy of defilement; by making them fasten their coats of mail of the four mundane and five supramundane jhānas; by making them wear the leather robe of Sati and Sampajañña; by supplying them with the full military equipment of sublime energy of four levels by giving them the shield of four Satipaṭṭhāna so that they could defend
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themselves from various enemy - defilements; (by making his army of Disciples) wield the lances of very sharp Vipassanā Ñāṇa and gave them the sword of Magga Paññā the swords that had been sharpened on the whet stone of Vīriya; by handing to them the supramundane precepts so that they could eradicate their inclinations to associate with defilements; by giving them various dressing articles of three Vijjās and six Abhiññās having fashioned the crowning flower of supramundane Fruitions so that they could adorn and beautify themselves with; and by making a big cluster of the flowers of nine supramundane Dhammas and together with it he gave them the white umbrella of Arahattaphala so that they could protect themselves against the sun of demerits, Buddha Kassapa created the great bloom of the eightfold Magga leading happily to the haven of Nibbāna. That Buddha Kassapa and his numerous Disciple-Arahants attained Parinibbāna and came to the end of his final existence.

Saṁvega

That Buddha Kassapa, the embodiment of unmeasured qualities, whom others could hardly approach; the gem of Dhamma taught by that Buddha, the Dhamma that was in a position to extend its bold invitation saying, "Come, have a look and try it as a practice."; the gem of Saṅgha, the Order of Disciples who were most excellent, for they had well practised that Gem of Dhamma - all this had vanished. Unsubstantial and futile indeed are all conditioned things!

Cetiya

In this way Buddha Kassapa, Conqueror of the five Māras, Teacher of humans and Devas, attained Parinibbāna in a great park called Setavya near Setavya City, in the country of Kāsi. People of Jambudīpa unanimously held a meeting and for worship erected a cetiya with bricks each brick to lay externally cost a crore (of money) and each brick to lay internally five millions; (as has been said above) the cetiya was one yojana high.

Here ends Kassapa Buddhavaṁsa

