 Aorist,  A form of a verb in some languages, such as Classical Greek or Sanskrit, that in the indicative mood expresses past action.








Grammar   The system of inflections, syntax, and word formation of a language.





 ger·und (jèr¹end) noun


Abbr. ger.


Grammar.


1.	In Latin, a noun derived from a verb and having all case forms except the nominative.


2.	In other languages, a verbal noun analogous to the Latin gerund, such as the English form ending in -ing when used as a noun, as in singing in We admired the choir's singing.


[Late Latin gerundium, from Latin gerundum, variant of gerendum, gerundive of gerere, to carry on.]


— ge·run¹di·al (je-rùn¹dê-el) adjective








 Intellect: The exercise of the mind: Means of communicating ideas: Grammar


grammar (noun)


grammar, comparative grammar, philology, LINGUISTICS


grammatical studies, analysis, parsing, construing


paradigm


accidence, inflection, case, declension


conjugation, mood, voice, aspect, tense


number, gender, agreement of gender


accentuation, point, PUNCTUATION


umlaut, ablaut, assimilation, dissimilation, ETYMOLOGY


syntax, word order, hypotaxis, parataxis, asyndeton, ellipsis, apposition


bad grammar, SOLECISM


good grammar, grammaticalness, correct style, proper form, Standard English, good English





 Intellect: The exercise of the mind: Means of communicating ideas: Grammar


part of speech (noun)


part of speech, substantive, noun, common noun, proper noun, collective noun


pronoun


adjective


modifier, qualifier


verb, reflexive verb, transitive verb, intransitive verb


adverb, preposition, conjunction, interjection


subject, object, direct object, indirect object


predicate, copula, complement


determiner, article, definite article, indefinite article, particle, affix, suffix, infix, prefix


inflection, case ending


formative, morpheme, semanteme


diminutive, intensive, augmentative





 Intellect: The exercise of the mind: Means of communicating ideas: Grammar


grammatical (adjective)


grammatical, correct


syntactic, inflectional


heteroclite, irregular, anomalous


masculine, feminine, neuter


singular, dual, plural


substantival, adjectival, attributive, predicative


verbal, adverbial


participial


prepositional


denominative, deverbative


conjunctive, copulative


comparative, superlative








 


nom·i·na·tive  





nom·i·na·tive (nòm¹e-nâ´tîv) adjective


Abbr. nom.


1.	a. Appointed to office. b. Nominated as a candidate for office.


2.	Having or bearing a person's name: nominative shares.


3.	(-ne-tîv). Grammar. Of, relating to, or belonging to a case of the subject of a finite verb (as I in I wrote the letter) and of words identified with the subject of a copula, such as a predicate nominative (as children in These are his children).





noun (-ne-tîv)


Grammar.


The nominative case.








 


ac·cu·sa·tive  





ac·cu·sa·tive (e-ky¡¹ze-tîv) adjective


Abbr. acc., acc, accus


Of, relating to, or being the case of a noun, pronoun, adjective, or participle that is the direct object of a verb or the object of certain prepositions.





noun


The accusative case.


[Middle English acusatif, from Old French, from Latin (casus) accúsâtìvus, (case) of accusation, from accúsâtus, past participle of accúsâre, to accuse. See ACCUSE.]


— ac·cu¹sa·tive·ly adverb








 


da·tive  





da·tive (dâ¹tîv) Grammar. adjective


Abbr. dat.


Of, relating to, or being the grammatical case that in some Indo-European languages, such as Latin and Russian, as well as in some non-Indo-European languages, marks the recipient of action and is used with prepositions or other function words corresponding in meaning to English to and for.





noun


1.	The dative case.


2.	A word or form in the dative case.


[Middle English datif, from Latin (câsus) datìvus, (case) of giving (translation of Greek dotikê (ptosis)), from datus, past participle of dare, to give.]


— da¹tive·ly adverb








 


gen·i·tive  





gen·i·tive (jèn¹î-tîv) Grammar. adjective


Abbr. gen., genit., g., G.


1.	Of, relating to, or designating a case that expresses possession, measurement, or source.


2.	Of or relating to an affix or a construction, such as a prepositional phrase, characteristic of the genitive case.





noun


1.	The genitive case.


2.	A form or construction in this case.


[Middle English genetif, from Latin genetìvus, from genitus, past participle of gignere, to beget.]





 


loc·a·tive  





loc·a·tive (lòk¹e-tîv) adjective


Of, relating to, or being a grammatical case in certain inflected languages that indicates place in or on which or time at which, as in Latin domì, “at home.”





noun


1.	The locative case.


2.	A word in the locative case.


[New Latin locâtìvus, from Latin locâtus, past participle of locâre, to place. See LOCATE.]











 


ab·la·tive absolute  





ab·la·tive absolute (àb¹le-tîv) noun


In Latin grammar, an adverbial phrase syntactically independent from the rest of the sentence and containing a noun plus a participle, an adjective, or a noun, both in the ablative case.








 


ab·la·tive1  





ab·la·tive (àb¹le-tîv) adjective


Abbr. abl.


Of, relating to, or being a grammatical case indicating separation, direction away from, sometimes manner or agency, and the object of certain verbs. It is found in Latin and other Indo-European languages.





noun


Abbr. abl.


1.	The ablative case.


2.	A word in this case.


[Middle English, from Latin ablâtìvus, from ablâtus, carried away. See ABLATION.]





 


voc·a·tive  





voc·a·tive (vòk¹e-tîv) adjective


1.	Relating to, characteristic of, or used in calling.


2.	Abbr. voc., v.. Relating to or being a grammatical case used in Latin and certain other languages to indicate the person or thing being addressed.





noun


Abbr. voc., v.


1.	The vocative case.


2.	A word in the vocative case.


[Middle English vocatif, from Old French, from Latin vocâtìvus (câsus), vocative (case), from vocâtus, past participle of vocâre, to call. See VOCATION.]


— voc¹a·tive·ly adverb





 


Pa·li  





Pa·li (pä¹lê) noun


A Prakit language that is a scriptural and liturgical language of Hinayana Buddhism.


[Short for Sanskrit pâli-bhâsâ, language of the row, series of Buddhist sacred texts, from pâlih, row, perhaps of Dravidian origin.]





 


San·skrit  





San·skrit (sàn¹skrît´) noun


Abbr. Skr., Skt.


An ancient Indic language that is the language of Hinduism and the Vedas and is the classical literary language of India.


[Sanskrit samskRtam, from neuter of samskRta-, perfected, refined : sam, together + karoti, he makes.]


— San¹skrit´ist noun





 


mas·cu·line  





mas·cu·line (màs¹kye-lîn) adjective


1.	Of or relating to men or boys; male.


2.	Suggestive or characteristic of a man; mannish. See Synonyms at MALE.


3.	Abbr. masc., m., M. Grammar.. Relating or belonging to the gender of words or grammatical forms that refer chiefly to males or to things classified as male.


4.	Music. Ending on an accented beat: a masculine cadence.





noun


1.	Abbr. masc., m., M. Grammar. a. The masculine gender. b. A word or word form of the masculine gender.


2.	A male person.


[Middle English masculin, from Old French, from Latin mâsculìnus, from mâsculus, male, diminutive of mâs.]


— mas¹cu·line·ly adverb


— mas¹cu·line·ness noun





 


fem·i·nine  





fem·i·nine (fèm¹e-nîn) adjective


1.	Of or relating to women or girls; female.


2.	Characterized by or possessing qualities generally attributed to a woman.


3.	Effeminate; womanish.


4.	Abbr. fem., f., F. Grammar.. Designating or belonging to the gender of words or grammatical forms that refer chiefly to females or to things classified as female.





noun


Abbr. fem., f., F.


Grammar.


1.	The feminine gender.


2.	A word or form belonging to the feminine gender.


[Middle English, from Old French, from Latin fêminìnus, from fêmina, woman.]


— fem¹i·nine·ly adverb


— fem¹i·nine·ness noun


Synonyms: feminine, female, womanly, womanish, effeminate, ladylike. These adjectives mean “of, relating to, characteristic of, or appropriate to women.” Feminine as the opposite of masculine often refers to what is considered characteristic of women: feminine intuition. Female, like male, categorizes by gender or sex; the term is not limited in application to human beings: the female population; a female kitten; a female plant. Womanly describes qualities regarded as becoming to a woman: womanly virtue; womanly sympathy. Womanish applies to qualities associated with women and traditionally considered undesirable in men: womanish tears. Effeminate is largely restricted in reference to men and implies lack of manliness or strength: an effeminate walk. Ladylike is applicable to what befits women of good breeding: ladylike manners.





 


neu·ter  





neu·ter (n¡¹ter, ny¡¹-) adjective


Abbr. neut.


1.	Grammar. a. Neither masculine nor feminine in gender. b. Neither active nor passive; intransitive. Used of verbs.


2.	a. Biology. Having undeveloped or imperfectly developed sexual organs: the neuter caste in social insects. b. Botany. Having no pistils or stamens; asexual. c. Zoology. Sexually undeveloped.


3.	Taking no side; neutral.





noun


1.	Grammar. a. The neuter gender. b. A neuter word. c. A neuter noun.


2.	A castrated animal.


3.	A sexually undeveloped or imperfectly developed insect, such as a worker bee.


4.	A plant without stamens or pistils.


5.	One that is neutral.





verb, transitive


neu·tered, neu·ter·ing, neu·ters


To castrate or spay.


[Middle English neutre, from Old French, from Latin neuter, neither, neuter : ne-, not + uter, either.]





 


pres·ent participle  





pres·ent participle (prèz¹ent) noun


Grammar.


A participle expressing present action, formed in English by the infinitive plus -ing and used to express present action in relation to the time indicated by the finite verb in its clause, to form progressive tenses with the auxiliary be, and to function as a verbal adjective.





 


past participle





past participle noun


Abbr. pp., p.p., P.P.


Grammar.


A verb form indicating past or completed action or time that is used as a verbal adjective in phrases such as baked beans and finished work and with auxiliaries to form the passive voice or perfect and pluperfect tenses in constructions such as She had baked the beans and The work was finished. Also called perfect participle.








 


par·ti·ci·ple  





par·ti·ci·ple (pär¹tî-sîp´el) noun


Abbr. p.


Grammar.


A form of a verb that in some languages, such as English, can function independently as an adjective, as the past participle baked in We had some baked beans, and is used with an auxiliary verb to indicate tense, aspect, or voice, as the past participle baked in the passive sentence The beans were baked too long.


[Middle English, from Old French, variant of participe, from Latin participium, from particeps, particip-, partaker. See PARTICIPATE.]


Usage Note: The “dangling participle” is quite common in speech, where it often passes unremarked; but its use in writing can lead to unintentional absurdities, as in He went to watch his horse take a turn around the track carrying a copy of the breeders' guide under his arm. Even when the construction occasions no ambiguity, it is likely to distract the reader, who will ordinarily be operating on the assumption that a participle or other modifying phrase will be associated with the noun phrase that is immediately adjacent to it. Thus the sentence Turning the corner, the view was quite different would be better rewritten as The view was quite different when we turned the corner or Turning the corner, we saw a different view. · A number of expressions originally derived from active participles are now well established as prepositions of a kind, and these may be used freely to introduce phrases that are not associated with the immediately adjacent noun phrase. Such expressions include concerning, considering, failing, granting, judging by, and speaking of. Thus one may write Speaking of politics, the elections have been postponed or Considering the hour, it is surprising that he arrived at all.








 


pas·sive  





pas·sive (pàs¹îv) adjective


1.	Receiving or subjected to an action without responding or initiating an action in return.


2.	Accepting or submitting without objection or resistance; compliant.


3.	Not participating, acting, or operating; inert. See Synonyms at INACTIVE.


4.	Of, relating to, or being certain bonds or shares that do not bear financial interest.


5.	Of, relating to, or being a solar heating or cooling system that uses no external mechanical power.


6.	Abbr. pass. Grammar.. Of, relating to, or being a verb form or voice used to indicate that the grammatical subject is the object of the action or the effect of the verb. For example, in the sentence They were impressed by his manner, were impressed is in the passive voice.


7.	Chemistry. Unreactive except under special or extreme conditions; inert.


8.	Electronics. Exhibiting no gain or contributing no energy: a passive circuit element.


9.	Psychology. Relating to or characteristic of an inactive or submissive role in a relationship, especially a sexual relationship.





noun


1.	Abbr. pass. Grammar. a. The passive voice. b. A verb or construction in the passive voice.


2.	One that is submissive or inactive. Often used in the plural: “And the rest of us, we passives of the world, proceeded . . . as if nothing untoward had happened” (Martin Gottfried).


[Middle English, from Old French passif, from Latin passìvus, capable of suffering, from passus, past participle of patì, to suffer.]


— pas¹sive·ly adverb


— pas¹sive·ness noun








 


ac·tive  





ac·tive (àk¹tîv) adjective


1.	Being in physical motion: active fish in the aquarium.


2.	Functioning or capable of functioning.


3.	Disposed to take action or effectuate change: a director who takes active interest in corporate operations.


4.	a. Engaged in activity; participating: an active member of a club. b. Busy: active stock and bond markets. c. Being in continuous use or operation: an active brokerage account.


5.	Being in a state of action; not passive or quiescent: an active volcano.


6.	a. Characterized by energetic action or activity; lively. b. Requiring physical exertion and energy: Tennis is an active sport.


7.	Grammar. a. Indicating that the subject of the sentence is performing or causing the action expressed by the verb. Used of a verb form or voice. b. Expressing action rather than a state of being. Used of verbs such as run, speak, and move.


8.	Producing profit, interest, or dividends: active accounts; active stocks.


9.	Being on full military duty and receiving full pay.


10.	Music. Suggesting that something follows: active tones.





noun


1.	Grammar. a. The active voice. b. A construction or form in the active voice.


2.	A participating member of an organization: union actives.


[Middle English actif, from Old French, from Latin âctìvus, from agere, âct-, to drive, do. See ACT.]


— ac¹tive·ly adverb


— ac¹tive·ness noun


Synonyms: active, energetic, dynamic, vigorous, lively. These adjectives are compared as they mean engaged in activity. Active, the most neutral, merely means being in a state of action as opposed to being passive or quiescent: an active toddler; an active imagination; saw active service in the army. Energetic suggests sustained enthusiastic action with unflagging vitality: an energetic fund raiser for the college. Dynamic connotes energy and forcefulness that is often inspiring to others: A dynamic speaker, the senator often persuades her colleagues to change their votes. Vigorous implies healthy strength and robustness: “a vigorous crusader against apartheid and government press restrictions” (Christian Science Monitor). Lively suggests brisk alertness, animation, and energy: I take a lively interest in politics.








 


sub·stan·tive  





sub·stan·tive (sùb¹sten-tîv) adjective


Abbr. s., sb., subst.


1.	Substantial; considerable.


2.	Independent in existence or function; not subordinate.


3.	Not imaginary; actual; real.


4.	Of or relating to the essence or substance; essential: substantive information.


5.	Having a solid basis; firm.


6.	Grammar. Expressing or designating existence; for example, the verb to be.


7.	Grammar. Designating a noun or noun equivalent.





noun


Abbr. s., sb., subst.


Grammar.


A word or group of words functioning as a noun.


[Middle English substantif, self-sufficient, independent, from Old French, substantive, from Late Latin substantìvus, from Latin substantia, substance. See SUBSTANCE.]


— sub¹stan·tive·ly adverb


— sub¹stan·tive·ness noun





 


de·clen·sion  





de·clen·sion (dî-klèn¹shen) noun


Abbr. dec., decl.


1.	Linguistics. a. In certain languages, the inflection of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives in categories such as case, number, and gender. b. A class of words of one language with the same or a similar system of inflections, such as the first declension in Latin.


2.	A descending slope; a descent.


3.	A decline or decrease; deterioration: “States and empires have their periods of declension” (Laurence Sterne).


4.	A deviation, as from a standard or practice.


[Middle English declenson, from Old French declinaison, from Latin dêclìnâtio, dêclìnâtion-, grammatical declension, declination. See DECLINATION.]


— de·clen¹sion·al adjective








 


con·ju·gate  





con·ju·gate (kòn¹je-gât´) verb


con·ju·gat·ed, con·ju·gat·ing, con·ju·gates verb, transitive


1.	Grammar. To inflect (a verb) in its forms for distinctions such as number, person, voice, mood, and tense.


2.	To join together.





verb, intransitive


1.	Biology. To undergo conjugation.


2.	Grammar. To be inflected.





adjective (-gît, -gât´)


1.	Joined together, especially in a pair or pairs; coupled.


2.	Mathematics & Physics. Inversely or oppositely related with respect to one of a group of otherwise identical properties, especially designating either or both of a pair of complex numbers differing only in the sign of the imaginary term.


3.	Chemistry. Pertaining to an acid and a base that are related by the difference of a proton.





noun (-gît, -gât´)


Mathematics & Physics.


Either of a pair of conjugate quantities.


[Latin coniugâre, coniugât-, to join together : com-, com- + iugâre, to join (from iugum, yoke).]


— con¹ju·gate´ly adverb


— con¹ju·ga´tive adjective


— con¹ju·ga´tor noun








 


in·flec·tion  





in·flec·tion (în-flèk¹shen) noun


1.	The act of inflecting or the state of being inflected.


2.	Alteration in pitch or tone of the voice.


3.	Grammar. a. An alternation of the form of a word by adding affixes, as in English dogs from dog, or by changing the form of a base, as in English spoke from speak, that indicates grammatical features such as number, person, mood, or tense. b. The paradigm of a word. c. A pattern of forming paradigms, such as noun inflection or verb inflection.


4.	A turning or bending away from a course or position of alignment.


— in·flec¹tion·al adjective


— in·flec¹tion·al·ly adverb








 


suf·fix  





suf·fix (sùf¹îks) Grammar. noun


Abbr. suff., suf.


An affix added to the end of a word or stem, serving to form a new word or functioning as an inflectional ending, such as -ness in gentleness, -ing in walking, or -s in sits.





verb, transitive


suf·fixed, suf·fix·ing, suf·fix·es


To add as a suffix.


[New Latin suffìxum, from Latin, neuter of suffìxus, past participle of suffìgere, to fasten underneath, affix : sub-, sub- + fìgere, to fix, fasten.]


— suf¹fix·al adjective


— suf·fix¹ion (se-fîk¹shen) noun








 


pre·fix  





pre·fix (prê¹fîks´) verb, transitive


pre·fixed, pre·fix·ing, pre·fix·es


1.	To put or attach before or in front of.


2.	(prê-fîks¹). To settle or arrange in advance.


3.	Grammar. a. To add as a prefix. b. To add a prefix to.





noun


Abbr. pref.


1.	Grammar. An affix, such as dis- in disbelieve, put before a word to produce a derivative word or an inflected form.


2.	A title placed before a person's name.


[Middle English prefixen, from Old French prefixer : pre-, before (from Latin prae-). See PRE- + fixer, to place (from Latin fìxus, past participle of fìgere, to fasten). N., from New Latin praefìxum, from neuter sing. of Latin praefìxus, past participle of praefìgere, to fix in front : prae-, pre- + fìgere, to fasten.]


— pre¹fix´al adjective


— pre¹fix´al·ly adverb








 


ad·jec·tive  





ad·jec·tive (àj¹îk-tîv) noun


Abbr. adj., a.


Grammar. Any of a class of words used to modify a noun or other substantive by limiting, qualifying, or specifying and distinguished in English morphologically by one of several suffixes, such as -able, -ous, -er, and -est, or syntactically by position directly preceding a noun or nominal phrase, such as white in a white house.





adjective


1.	Grammar. Adjectival: an adjective clause.


2.	Law. Prescriptive; remedial: adjective law.


3.	Not standing alone; derivative or dependent.


[Middle English, from Old French adjectif, from Late Latin adiectìvus, from adiectus, past participle of adiicere, to add to : ad-, ad- + iacere, to throw.]


— ad¹jec·tive·ly adverb








 


verbal adjective





verbal adjective noun


An adjective that is derived from a verb and that in some constructions, participial phrases for example, preserves the verb's syntactic features, such as transitivity and the capability of taking nominal or verbal complements.








 


pro·nom·i·nal  





pro·nom·i·nal (pro-nòm¹e-nel) adjective


Abbr. pron., pronom.


Grammar.


1.	Of, relating to, or functioning as a pronoun.


2.	Resembling a pronoun, as by specifying a person, place, or thing, while functioning primarily as another part of speech. His in his choice is a pronominal adjective.


[Late Latin pronominâlis, from Latin pronomen, pronomin-, pronoun : pro-, in place of. See PRO-1 + nomen, name. See NOUN.]


— pro·nom¹i·nal·ly adverb








 


in·ter·rog·a·tive  





in·ter·rog·a·tive (în´te-ròg¹e-tîv) adjective


Abbr. interrog.


1.	Asking a question or being of the nature of a question: an interrogative raising of the eyebrows.


2.	Of, relating to, or being an element or construction used to ask a question: an interrogative adverb; an interrogative particle.





noun


1.	A word or form used to ask a question.


2.	A sentence or an expression that asks a question.


— in´ter·rog¹a·tive·ly adverb





 


op·ta·tive  





op·ta·tive (òp¹te-tîv) adjective


1.	Expressing a wish or choice.


2.	Abbr. opt. Grammar. a. Of, relating to, or being a mood of verbs in some languages, such as Greek, used to express a wish. b. Designating a statement using a verb in the subjunctive mood to indicate a wish or desire, as in Had I the means, I would do it.





noun


Abbr. opt.


Grammar.


1.	The optative mood.


2.	A verb or an expression in the optative mood.


[Middle English optatif, from Old French, from Late Latin optâtìvus, from Latin optâtus, past participle of optâre, to wish.]


— op¹ta·tive·ly adverb





��











reflective  designating or expressing a grammatical relation in which a verb's subject and an object in the sentence refer to the same person or thing, serving to indicate that the action of the verb is directed back to the subject  Ex. "Gary hurt himself" , "Jane threw a party for herself". 








 


rad·i·cal  





rad·i·cal (ràd¹î-kel) adjective


1.	Arising from or going to a root or source; basic: a radical flaw in a plan; chose the radical solution of starting all over again.


2.	Departing markedly from the usual or customary; extreme: radical opinions on education.


3.	Favoring or effecting fundamental or revolutionary changes in current practices, conditions, or institutions: radical political views.


4.	Linguistics. Of or being a root: a radical form.


5.	Botany. Arising from the root or its crown: radical leaves.





noun


1.	One who advocates fundamental or revolutionary changes in current practices, conditions, or institutions: radicals seeking to overthrow the social order.


2.	Abbr. rad. Mathematics.. The root of a quantity as indicated by the radical sign.


3.	Symbol R. An atom or a group of atoms with at least one unpaired electron.


4.	Abbr. rad. Linguistics.See ROOT1.


[Middle English, of a root, from Late Latin râdìcâlis, having roots, from Latin râdìx, râdìc-, root.]


— rad¹i·cal·ly adverb


— rad¹i·cal·ness noun











