                                Pàli Grammar


                           Pàli Grammar

· Introduction to Pali, by A.K. Warder                                              (902~1098)
London: Pali Text Society, 1963; rev. 1991
464pp, with exercises.                         


· Pali Buddhist Texts Explained to the Beginner, by Rune E.A. Johansson
Scandinavian Institute of Asian Studies Monograph Series, No. 14. London: Curzon Press, 1981                                                                                         (1306~1379)                                                                                                                                                                        160pp.       
This book consists of 52 short chapters, each consisting of a brief passage from the Pali Canon along with a word-for-word grammatical analysis and translation. Useful to the student with some prior grasp of the fundamentals of Pali, or when used in parallel with Warder (above). It also stands well on its own for newcomers who wish to develop a "feel" for the language. An excellent 25-page summary of Pali grammar appears in the back of the book. The book has been difficult to find in the US lately, although it has surfaced in bookshops in Britain and Asia. If you can't find it, write to the publisher: Scandinavian Institute of Asian Studies, Kejsergade 2, DK-1155 Copenhagen K. 

· A New Course in Reading Pali: Entering the Word of the Buddha
New Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass Publishers, 1998                              (693~791)
207pp.
I haven't seen this one yet, although I've heard several favorable reports about it. From the dust jacket (courtesy of Henry Grossi): 

"This book is intended to serve as an introduction to the reading of Pali texts. For that purpose it uses authentic readings especially compiled for the purpose drawn largely from Theravada canonical works, both prose and poetry. The readings are in Roman script, and carefully graded for difficulty, but they have also been selected so that each of them is a meaningful and complete reading in itself, so as to introduce some basic concepts and ways of thought of Theravada Buddhism. This book thus offers an opportunity to become acquainted with the ways in which the teachings of the Buddha are embodied in the language; a sense that is impossible to determine from English translations. The book contains 12 lessons. Each of them has three parts: (1) a set of basic readings and an accompanying glossary, (2) grammatical notes on the forms of the lesson, and (3) a set of further readings with its own glossary. The further readings introduce no new grammatical points, but reinforce ones already presented and give further practice in them. The work concludes, fittingly, with the Buddha's first sermon, The Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta. A cumulative glossary and index to the grammar is also provided." 

· The New Pali Course -- Parts I & II, by A.P. Buddhadatta
1937; 268pp.
Topics are arranged systematically in short, digestible chunks (e.g., "The Alphabet," "Pronunciation," "Parts of Speech"). Sometimes more explanation would be helpful. Lots of good exercises, but no answers are given. This would work best in a teacher-led course, rather than as a tool for self-study. 

· Pali Language by E. Muller
Delhi: Bharatiya Book Corporation, 1986
144pp. Available at bookstores in Asia.
A compact grammar, written in 1884. Sanksrit students may find it useful, as it compares and contrasts Pali and Sanskrit at every turn. Not recommended for the rank beginner. 

· PTS 2000年又出版了Geiger, A Pali Grammar 正誤版，訂正1994年那個改訂版的許多錯誤。
A Pali Grammar, by N.C. Vidyabhushan and M.K. Ghose
Calcutta: Kiron Moy Ghose, 1982                                                         (792~901)
90pp.                                              
Another Pali grammar, similar to The New Pali Course, above, but without any exercises. Useful as a compact reference book after you've learned the basics. 

(1) Vito Perniola S. J., Pali Grammar, Oxford, PTS 1997.                    (1099~1305)

1997年PTS新出版一部文法書：Pali Grammar，
這是Vito Perniola在1955-65十年間研究教學的成果，主要反應律藏與尼柯耶的語言現象。相較於早年A. K. Warder 的Introduction to Pali，
Perniola 的文法大大增強了音韻(phonology)方面的內容，並且費了甚多篇幅描述梵語(OIA，古代印度雅利安語) 到巴利語(MIA，中古印度雅利安語)的演變關係，包括音韻、名詞變格(declensions)、代名詞、數詞、以及動詞系統的演變等，對學習者會通兼習此二語言助益甚大。此外，句法(syntax)方面也更加充實，頗為詳細的論述搭配關係(agreement)、格的用法、動詞用法、句型(肯定句、否定句、命令句、疑問句、條件句、比較句、選擇句……)等，並附有甚多採自原典的實際用例。

�	 Wilhelm Geiger, A Pali Grammar，由Batakrishna Ghosh英譯，K.R. Norman 修訂重編，Oxford, PTS 1994; Oxford, PTS 2000 (with corrections). 筆者雖尚未拿到新書，不能知道實際訂正情形，但在披讀1994年版的過程中，隨手發現並記下的錯誤就達69處之多，其中有些是Ghosh 原來英譯版(Pali Literature and Language, University of Calcutta, 1943)舊的錯誤，但絕大多數是1994年PTS改訂過程的誤植(65處)。可以推想這個版本或者沒有經過校對，或者校對不精。


�	 Vito Perniola S. J., Pali Grammar, Oxford, PTS 1997.


�	 A.K. Warder, Introduction to Pali, Oxford, PTS 1991 (3rd ed.). (1st ed.,1963; 2nd ed. 1974)






