Sandhi Rules and Examples

Abbreviations

V1 = Preceding vowel 
SV1 = Preceding short vowel


LV1 = Preceding long vowel 

V2 = Following vowel
SV2 = Following short vowel


LV2 = Following long vowel 

C1 = Preceding consonant
C2 = Following consonant

A. Vowel Sandhi (V1 + V2 / C2
        ?)

1. V1 + V2


V2

    Ex. tãõi + imàni

tãõimàni



 

     a. V1 + i / ã


i / ã


e
     

        Ex. tassa + idam
       tass -- + idam

tassedam

     b. V1 + u / å


u / å


o

Ex. na + upeti
        n -- + upeti

nopeti

2. V1 + V2


V1
    Ex. iti + api

itipi

     a. i / ã / e + V2

y + V2
    Ex. karoti + assa

karotyassa


me + aya§

my- + aya§ 

myàya§ (rule- 4)

    * 
iti + eva

itveva / icceva (with rule- 8)

    b. u / u / o + V2

v + V2
    Ex. su + àgata§

svàgata§


ko + attho

kvattho 

    *
go + V2

gav + V2


Ex. go + eëaka§
  
gaveëaka§

      go + assa§

gavàssa§ (rule-4)

3. V1 + V2


V1 + g / t / d / n / m / y / r / v + V2

    Ex. putha + eva

puthageva



tasmà + iha

tasmàtiha


atta + attha§
attadattha§ 



ito + àyati

itonàyati

idha + àhu

idhamàhu



hoti + eva

hotiyeva

vutti + esà

vuttiresà



ti + aõgula§

tivaïguëa§

   * cha + V2

cha + ë + V2



       Ex. cha + abhi¤¤à

chaëabhi¤¤à

4. SV1 + C2 

LV1 + C2
    Ex. tatra + aya§

tatr- + aya§ (rule-1) 
  tatràya§

5. LV1 + C2

SV1 + C2

    Ex. sammà + akkhàto

sammà + dakkhàto (rule-3)
 




 sammadakkhàto


6. V1 + C2

V1 + (C2)2
    Ex. idha + pamàdo
        idhappamàdo




ni + ghoso

nighghoso*

nigghoso

7. e / o + V2 / S2

a + V2 / S2 (*no further sandhi 

possible)
    Ex. akaramhase + te

akaramhasa + te 


eso + attho 


esa + attho 
       


eso + gaccha§

esa + gaccha§    



Note: Elision of preceding or following vowels is optional.

B. Consonantal Sandhi (C1 + C2

?)

8. C1 (t-vagga) +  y             [Corresponding C (c-vagga)] 2                                                                                             

Ex. t + y             cc;  th + y            chch*               cch

       ati + anta§
    aty + anta§ (rule - 2a)
       accanta§

9. C1 (other vaggas)
+    y             [ Corresponding C 

(corresponding vagga)]2

Ex. k + y             kk; kh + y          khkh*           kkh

      sak + ya

   sakka



      lup + ya

luppa

exception;  õ  + y           ¤¤


  kàruõ + ya

kàru¤¤a

10. For non-vagga consonants combined with y, 

(a) r + y          yy:     pari + esanà



   pary + esanà (rule-3) 

payyesanà 



(b) l + y           ll: sàkal + ya

sàkalla
 

(c) v + y          vv         bb: sev + ya

      sebba 

(d) s + y         ss: somanas + ya

somanassa  


          (e) h +y           yh: gàrah + ya

gàrayha

  11.     h + v

   vh: bahu + àbàdho
bahvàbàdho




bavhàbàdho

  12. Other consonantal changes


(a) t
       ñ : dukkata§

dukkaña§


(b) th         ñh: atthakathà

atthakañhà


(c) n
        õ: panidhàna§
paõidhàna§


(d) r
        l: paripanno

palipanno


Pure Nasal Sandhi (SV1 + § + V2 / S2)

13. 
SV1 + V2 / S2

SV1 + § +V2 / S2




Ex. cakkhu + udapadi

cakkhu§ + udapàdi


      akkhi + rujati


akkhi§ + rujati

14.
SV1 + §


SV1
       Ex. sa§ + ratto             sa + ratto

sàratto (rule - 4)

     tàsa§ + aha§
      tàsa + aha§
    tàsàha§ (rule -1& 4)

      pu§ + liïgam
      pu + liïga§
    pulliïgam (rule - 6)

15.
§ + V2 + C2


§ + C2


Ex. ki§ + idàni

ki§dàni

16.
m + V2 + (C2)2

m + C2

Ex. puppha§ + assà

puppha§sà



17.
§ + C2 (vagga)

Final C (corresponding 

vagga) + C2 (vagga)


Ex. sa§ + gato

saïgato

18.
§ + ya / eva / hi

¤ + ya / eva / hi

Ex. ya§ + yadeva
       ya¤ + yadeva
       

       




ya¤¤adeva (rule - 9)

paccata§ + eva
    paccata¤ + eva



paccata¤¤eva (rule - 6)

 ta§ + hi

ta¤hi 

    
    

19.
sa§ + y

sa¤ + y
   


Ex. sa§ + yojana§
sa¤ + yojana§
  


sa¤¤ojana§
 

20.
§ + V2

m / y / d + V2

Ex. ta§ + àhu / ida§ / anattà

tamàhu / tayida§ 

/ tadanattà
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