| Treasury of Truth |

The lllustrated Dhammapada

Ven. Weragoda Sarada Thero

BuddhaNet's

Buddhist
Skudic)

E-mail: bdea@buddhanet.net
Web site: www.buddhanet.net

Buddha Dharma Education Association Inc.




Ilustrated
Dhammapada



Man who achieved a great victory

One of the first scholars to begin the work of
translating the Pali Literature into English, was
the son of a well-Known clergyman.

His object in undertaking the work was to prove
the superiority of Christianity over
Buddhism. He failed in this task but he achieved
a greater victory than he expected.

He became a Buddhist. We must never forget the
happy chance which prompted him to undertake
this work and thereby maKke the precious Dhamma
available to thousands in the West. The name of
this great scholar was Dr. Rhys Davids.
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THE PALI ALPHABET

PRONUNCIATION OF LETTERS

a as u in  but n as gn in Signor
a " a " art t "ot " not

1 "o " pin d "od " hid
1 " " machine n " n " hint
u " u " put P "p " lip

u " u " rule b " b " rib

e " e " ten m " m " him
e " a " fate y "y " yard
o " o " hot r R " rat
o " o " note | | " sell
k " k " key A% v " vile
g " g " get S "s "osit

n " ng " ring h " h " hut
C " ch " rich 1 "o " felt
"] " jug m " ng " sing

The vowels “e” and “0” are always long, except when followed by a
double consonant, e.g., ettha, otta. But, to make reading the Pali text
easier, long “e” and long “o0” are indicated thus: “€” and “0”. We
adopted this non-conventional method, to make for easier reading.

There is no difference between the pronunciation of “n” and “m”.
The former never stands at the end, but is always followed by a
consonant of its group.

The dentals “t” and “d” are pronounced with the tip of the tongue
placed against the front upper teeth.

’I‘he aspirates “kh,7’ CGgh77, “th,,’ “dh79, “th,,, 66dh’7, C‘ph77’ 66bh77 are
pronounced with “h” sound immediately following, as in block-

head, pighead, cathead, loghead, etc. where the “h” in each is com-
bined with the preceding consonant in pronunciation.
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iom that will have greater appeal to the modern mind. The eter-
nal wisdom embodied in the verses of The Dhammapada holds
within it the potential to bring tranquility to men and women
troubled by the stresses and conflicts of life as it is being lived
by a good majority of the people in today’s world of dis-
harmony and distress. In spite of the deeply felt need of the
contemporary world, to yearn for peace, solace and tranquility,
the word of the Buddha has not generally been presented in a
frequency that throbs to the rhythm of the modern mind-set.

The rationale of the present translation, therefore, is to bring
The Dhammapada closer to generations who are being brought
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up right round the globe on a staple fare of visual messages
emanating in multiple colour, from the world’s visual primary
media — both of electronic and print categories.

In consequence, The Treasury of Truth has, as its most promi-
nent core feature a series of 423 specially commissioned illus-
trations, at the rate of one per stanza in The Dhammapada. This
veritable gallery of Dhammapada illustrations is the creation of
artist P. Wickramanayaka, a well-known Sri Lankan profes-
sional. He was assisted by artist K. Wi-Jayakeerthi. The illus-
trations bear witness to the wisdom encapsulated in the
Chinese proverb, ‘One picture is worth ten thousand words’.

An illustration occupies the left-hand side page of the book. On
the opposing page the original story, out of which the verses
stem, 1s recounted. To reinforce the impressions created by the
illustration and the verbal narration, ample exegetical material
1s added. In the section entitled ‘Explanatory Translation’, the
Pali stanzas are given in their prose-order. The Pali words are
explained and a translation of each verse is presented in an eas-
ily assimilable style.

Over and above all these, there is a commentary. In this seg-
ment of the book, words, phrases, concepts and expressions
that need further elucidation are accommodated. The structure
of the total work is determined wholly and totally by our per-
ception of the need to make the word of the Buddha lucidly and
clearly available to all users of this translation of the
Dhammapada. With this in mind, we have provided a caption
for each illustration which sums up clearly and vividly the con-
tent of each verse, while providing a guide to the understand-
ing of the significance of the illustration relating to the verse.
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On the 1llustration page we have a transliteration of the Pali
stanza in Roman characters. The diacritical marks indicate the
proper pronunciation of the Pali words in the stanza. Right in
front of the transliteration we have a poetic English rendering
of the significance of the Pali verse. This English version has
been produced by Buddhist Bhikkhu Ven. Khantipalo and
Sister Susanna.

Together, all these elements make it a unique work, that will
ensure the enlightened Dhammapada-understanding not only of
the contemporary world, but also of generations to come. The
over-riding and consistent measure of this noble publishing
endeavour has invariably been the quality and quantum of
understanding it will engender in the reader. Each segment of the
work 1s calculated to bring about an escalation of the reader’s
awareness of what the Buddha said. In effect, the total work
strives to approach as close as is possible to the concept the
Buddha originally communicated through these timeless stanzas.

It may even sound cliché to aver that a monumental work of
this scope and magnitude could be anything other than the re-
sult of sustained team-work. As the author of this publication, I
must record here that I have had the unmitigated good fortune
of being blessed by the continued availability of a dedicated
team of sponsors, assistants, supporters and co-workers. Pages
of the work were sponsored by devotees and well-wishers.
Their names appear at the bottom of the pages. I offer my
blessings to all those sponsors and trust that like sponsorship
will be forthcoming in the future as well.

I deem it my initial duty to extend my grateful thanks to a team
within the Dhammapada team. This team is made up of Mr.
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Sito Woon Chee and his wife Ms. Ang Lian Swee. The latter is
known to the Dhammapada team by the name Sita. They dis-
played an admirable capacity for sustained effort which was
maintained without fluctuations. Their sense of dedication and
commitment continued without any relaxation. This two-
person team is my best hope for the success of the future
projects we will undertake.

I must record my cordial thanks to Mr. Edwin Ariyadasa of Sri
Lanka who edited this work. He was associated with this
Dhammapada project from its early pioneering steps to its final
stage of completion.

As author, I consider it my duty and privilege to register my
deep-felt gratitude to a prestigious team of scholars who pro-
vided invaluable editorial support at various levels of this
Dhammapada publication. Ven. Dr Dhammavihari Thero of Sri
Lanka provided directions which contributed vastly towards
the escalation of the quality of this work. A special word of
thanks is due to Ven. Madawela Punnaji Maha Thero whose
observations, comments and interpretations infused wholesome
new thinking to the work. The erudition and the vast patience
of Ven. Hawovita Deepananda Thero illuminated the editorial
work of this book, with his quiet 